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Drop

® Our Readers
Sound Off

Offended by part of column

Mr. Dreiling:

Thisisaletter totheeditor, could you pleaseprint this?
Thanksabunch and here’'sthearticle! | wroteit myself!

As| walked into the kitchen thisevening, | read in an
articlefromtheColby FreePress, August 13, 2004. Itwas
inTom Dreiling'sarticletitled “ Yessir, ‘ Go, Navy'!”

Inthisarticle, therewasasectioncalledMid-East Mys-
tery.Asl readthroughthisarticle, | becamevery appal ed.
Sure, it might just beajoke, but it'svery offensive.

I’msorry Mr. Dreiling, but I'm 12 yearsold and | have
better mannersthenthat. Aren’t we suppossed to beover
in Irag, liberating Muslims? And thisis the attitude we
havetowardsthem?

These are lifestyles of people from different cultures.
How would you like it if someone made fun of you for
shopping at Wal-Mart?How would you fedl if they were
pokingfunof your religion? Doesthismakeusany better
becausewe' rebornin America?

Caitlyn Gordon, 12 Yearsold
Colby
(L etter #70)

Reply:

| rarely respond publicly to aletter. But | will not miss
an opportunityto thank Caitlyn for reacting asshedid to
that particular inclusioninthecolumnthat carriesthetag,
“At Week’'sEnd.” That particular column appeared on
Friday, Aug. 13. If it offended you, Caitlyn, thenit prob-
ably offended some others, too But you aretheonly per-
son to have written to register acomplaint. And you are
to be commended.

Oftentimes| will lip different thingsinto that column
—"“AtWeek’sEnd,” aswell asmy primary column,“My
Turn” —toseeif peoplearereading. They are, but unlike
you, asthey differ, inthe same breath they ask that | not
bringthemintothepublicarena. So, no, your commments
do not intheleast disappoint or upset me. Infact, when|
saw your letter in my e-mail box and read it, | was so
pleasedto seeal2-year-oldgetintothepublicdebate. That
speaks well of you and the household in which you are
formualting your opinions.

Sometimes people in my position play “Devil’s
advocte” to get peopleto think.

Haveagreat day at school.

—Mr. Drelling

About those letters . . .

The Free Press encourages and welcomes lettersfrom
readers. Lettersshould betypewritten, if at all possible, and
should include atel ephone number and an address. Most
importantly, all lettersmust include asignature. Unsigned
letters cannot be published. Wereservetheright to edit for
clarity and length, and, likewise, reservetheright to reject
letters deemed to be of no publicinterest or considered
offensiveor libelous.
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Get rid of the blinders

Thedisclaimer says"Every culturehasitsown
standardsasto what issocially acceptable.”

It'sthefirst thing you see when the National
Geographic Channel’s" Taboo” comeson. It'sa
show that explorescultural practicesfromaround
the world, many that people outside the culture
wouldn’t understand or condone.

Unfortunately, for onereason or another, most
peopletend not to think that way, instead, judg-
ing othersby their own standards.

Asany good anthropol ogy professor couldtell
you, we're not supposed to do that and accord-
ing to ahigher power, we' re not supposed to be
judging others anyway.

| learnedthat my first day of collegeinmy first
class. Talk about alesson learned.

Instead, you’ re supposed to learn the cultural
practicesfor yourself and then eval uate accord-
ing to those standards.

Fromeverythingweeat towhoweloveisdif-
ferent from culture to culture. Thereisno stan-
dardized culture or commonly accepted way
things should be around the world.

And Christianity isn't the standard by which
all othersarejudged or compared.

A Buddhist doesn’'t havethesamecultureasa
Christian, and neither does someone who prac-
tices Shinto, Hindi, or Islam, yet they’'re all
judged because they’re not the same as every-
body else.

Evenin our own country thereis supposed to
beroom for almost anything.

It's not just religion. It's also those cultural
practices, many of which would turn the stom-
ach of most Americans.

Don’'t want to eat meat? Don’t haveto.

Want toeat rat?1n someplacesitisacceptable,
aongwithamultitudeof many other thingsmost
peoplewould never, ever consider.

Listen,

Today, informationbombardsuslikeameteor
shower. Every day our eyes see thousands of
imagesontelevisionand computer screens. Our
ears hear many thousand words. Many people
read thousands of words on the printed page.

With al of the election rhetoric, spin, nega-
tive ads, and in some cases smear tactics, some
would admonish you tolistento it all, do your
ownresearch, sort it out andthen makeyour own
decisions.

Areyou kidding me?

How isoneindividual going to sort out the
truthwithmillionsof dollarsof advertising, tons
of talk show hostsand all of thetelevisiontalk-
ing heads spewing their agendas?

| listentothemdaily for hoursand sometimes
when the night isfinished | am more confused
and further from knowing thetruth than when |
began. It makes my head hurt.

| believethat thosewho seek to persuade oth-
ersshouldtell thetruth, thewhol etruthand noth-
ing but the truth so help me God. They have an
obligation to themselves and othersto do so. |
don'twanttobemisled, liedtoor told part of the
story in an attempt to destroy someone’s char-
acter. Todosoisnot honorabl e, isdishonest and
only continuestodivideacountry that isal ready
deeply polarized. To do soisnot inthe best in-
terest of our nation and those who are attempt-
ingtolead.

Whatever happened to truth, honesty and
championing aleader’s good qualities? What
about talking up aperson’s assets?

L et’snot resort tofocusing on thenegative or

Tisha Cox
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There's also the re-emerging practice of us-
ing maggotsin medicine.

| get tired of people denouncing what they
don’'t understand. Maybe al it would takeisa
little understanding to change things.

Thereisbeauty inevery culture, aswell asthe
dark and undesirable. Itisyintoyang, best per-
sonified in Eastern philosophy, where every-
thing has an opposite to bring balance.

Without one, you can’t have the other.

Somecultural practicesareenoughtoturnmy
stomach. Afew mademesit back andgo“wow.”
Literally. Like Japanesefull-body tattoo, called
horimono. In Japan, tattoos still have a huge
stigmato them and aren’t socially acceptable.

Anyonewithafull body tattooisusually con-
sidered abad person becauseit’s usually asso-
ciated with the yakuza, or what is known in
Americaasthe Japanese mafia.

Not everyone who has horimono doneis
yakuza, but by Japanese standards, it's a bad
thing. Yet culturally, it'sanancienttraditionthat
isfading away because of modern views.

Our own country isn’timmunefrom changes.

May people see the relaxation of our moral
code as a cause for concern, but for the wrong
reasons. They’ reusing religion as an excuse.

EvenWiccanshaveamoral code, who many
Christians consider the worst of pagans. They

y

practice the Golden rule— Do unto others.

| don’t know how people can walk arounc
contenttolivetheir everyday normal littlelives
secure in the knowledge that nothing can be
better thanit isat that moment in their day.

Peoplewear blindersinstead of taking aharc
look at how thingsreally are.

Our country isn’t like that and the rest of the
world certainly isn't.

Neither isit perfectly ordered and explored
Therearestill plenty of open spacesout therefol
apersontogetlostinif they wish.

I think peoplealso think thisisthe best place
intheworld to live. How do they know? Have
they ever lived el sewhere, outsidethecountry’
borders, andif they did go abroad, they’ d prob-
ably seek out other Americans and try to make
that little corner of the world as much like
Americaasthey possibly can.

It'sthat arrogance that outsiders hate— tha
assumptionthat asAmericans, wecan gowhere
wewant and act like we want.

No can do. It comes down to a matter of re
spect or disrespect for other countries and cul-
tures.“Well, wedon’t dothat wherel comefron
soit’snot right.”

That’swhy so many countries are mad at the
U.S. right now.

Where | see arrogance, | also see the will tc
wanttodowhat isright, something | don’t think
other countrieswant to right now.

Our cultureiswhat makesuswhoweareanc
asaculture, our country isunique.

Maybeit’stimeto start taking al ook at things
through new eyes.

*kkkk*k

Tisha Coxisa general assignment reporter;
photographer for the Free Press. Her columr
appearson Mondays. tcox@nwkansas.com.

think and then speak

John
Schlageck

® Weekly
Insight

destroying a candidate’s good name. Consider
the following thoughts. Incorporate them into
your every day life. Let them helpyou chart the
pitfalls, mine fields and challenges associated
with living each day in our fast-paced, world.

One of my favorite Russian authors, Leo
Tolstoy (War and Peace and Anna Karenina)
used to chooseathemeand offer awisethought
for each day of the year. He coupled this with
guotes from some of the greatest philosophers
of all times.

Here are a few of the thoughts on which
Tolstoy reflected; most have to do with listen-
ing.

VAfter along conversation, stop and try to
remember what you havejust discussed. Don’t
besurprisedif many things, sometimesall things
youdiscuss, aremeaningless, empty andtrivial.

VA stupid person should keep silent. But if
he knew this, he would not be a stupid person.
— Saadi.

VIf youwant to beaclever person, you have
tolearnhowto ask cleverly, howtolistenatten-
tively, how to respond quietly and how to stop

talking when there is nothing moreto say.

VPeople whose only motivation is to say
something original utter many stupidthings. —
Voltaire.

VIf you have time to think before you start
talking, think: Will what | haveto say harmany-
one?|sit necessary to speak?

VNothing can support idleness better than
empty chatter. People would do better to keep
silent rather than speak theboring, empty things
they routinely say to entertain themselves.

VFirst think, then speak. Stop when told,
“enough.” — Saadi.

VThose people speak most who do not have
much to say.

VPeople are taught to speak, but their major
concern should be how to keep silent.

VI havespent al my lifeamongst wisepeople,
and | have found nothing better than silencein
thisworld. If aword costsonecoin, thensilence
coststwo. — Talmud.

VKeep silent. Rest your tongue more often
than you do your hands. You will never regret
that you have kept silent, but you will oftenre-
gret that you spoke too much.

Do not say words you do not feel, lest your
soul be blackened with darkness. — The Book
of Divine Thoughts.
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John Schlageck hasbeenwriting about far m-
ing and ranching in Kansasfor 25 years. Heis
the managing editor of “ Kansas Living,” a
quarterly magaznededicatedtoagricultureanc
rural lifein Kansas.

Doonesbury
® Gary Trudeau

"WSITING AN AMPUTEE CAN
BE AWKWARD FOR SOME
PEOPLE. YESTERDAY A R/
OF BRG FORMER FLAY-
ERS CAME FOR A VIGIT..."”
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