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to publish salaries

It's nearly time for Kansas school districtsto publish their
executive salariesagain.

We want to serve fair notice that this newspaper will once
again print the sal ariesreported by areadistrictsand compare
them with those of other districtsand other public officials.

Thereporting requirement issort of ascrewball law, butit’s
not abadidea. It originated acoupl e of yearsago when some-
onefoundthat an old Kansaslaw required K ansas school dis-
trictsto pay for alegal noticeto publish administrator’s pay.

Therewas much wailing and gnashing of teeth, and school
groupstriedto gettheL egislaturetorepeal thelaw. Instead, it
was changed so that districtsonly haveto giveout apressre-
lease with the salaries. It's up to newspapers and broadcast
stationswhat to do withit.

Wehappentothinkit'sahealthy thingfor thevoterstoknow
what they pay public officials, elected or appointed. Salaries
of all public employeesare open information, and any citizen
can go to the courthouse or the school office and seethem.

Insomestates, infact, county and school payroll ispublished
each month. There would be nothing wrong with that.

One of thethingsyou give up when you take atax-paid job
isacertainamount of privacy. Asapublicemployee, youknow
whenyoutakeajobthat youmay beinthepubliceye, andyour
salary ispublic information.

We think it’s hardly fair to pick on school administrators,
though. If their salariesare going to bein the paper, we think
other public executives — county officials, city administra-
tors, hospital executives— should bethere aswell.

Thesepeopl eareyour employees, your administrators, run-
ning your tax-supported agencies. You pay them; you deserve
to see how much.

School people seem to be alittle defensive about this, be-
causeonthewhol e, they makemorethanmost publicofficias.
They may well beworthit, considering theyearsof education
and experience their jobs require, and the importance of the
task they are charged with. That is not for the newspaper to
decide.

Rather, the votersneed to havethisinformation so they can
makeinformed judgmentsonwho getswhat, who needswhat
andwho deserveswhat. Maybe someof the other officialsare
underpaid.

We plan to present the information in an objective manner,
andletyou, thetaxpayers, votersand readersdecidewhat you
think.

Wewon't berevealingany secrets, but unlesssomebody does
the legwork, it's hard to make comparisons. All the officials
will get achanceto comment. The votersalways have thefi-
nal say.

And that’show it should bein ademocracy.

Seve Haynes
Nor"West Newspapers

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed on thispageareencouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th &t., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com, call (785) 462-3963, fax (785) 462-
7749. All submissions must be signed by the writer, and a daytime
telephone number and an address must also be included. Thetele-
phonenumber and addressareused for verification of thewriter only,
and not generally included unlessthewriter so desires.
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SREMEMBER WHEN BE USED To WALK oN WATERT”

Come on, we can do better than that

Partisanpoliticsisadirty game. But, it doesn’t
have to be. There are legitimate differencesin
how to meet the needs of society. Why can’t we
focusonmorethan oneor two emotional issues?
Why can’t we understand that we sometimes
don’t get everythingwewant or need?Why don’t
we demand both our major parties present plat-
formsthat do morethan espouseemotional plati-
tudes and empty promises?

When one of our major political partiesisre-
sortingtodemagoguery intheirimpassionedplea
to bring religion to the forefront in the coming
election, itisrather difficult not to respond. The
hype over sexual persuasion and abortion, both
emotional and theological issues, issoloud that
they have become singleissue causesthat over-
shadow the other issues that face the common
folks of all religious and ethnic originsin our
society (education, health, food, child care, shel-
ter, security, economic equity, etc.).

Such statementsas, “ How canyoubeaChris-
tian and vote Democrat?’, is a shallow attempt
to belittle the privacy and validity of apersonal
relationship. In other words, if you don’t inter-
pret scriptureas| do, or if youdon't support my
political agenda, you are not aChristian.

| will stand very firm on declaring those tac-
tics to be any thing but areflection of Christ’s
instructions to his followers. | recall reading
about Him challenging agroup of self righteous
enforcersof God'swill andjudgmentto cast their
stones on the basis of their own perfection. The
prosecutors dropped their stones to the ground
and apparently droppedtheir chargesagainst the

Ken
Poland
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“sinner.” Itwould appear thewomanwasacquit-
ted of her sinandinfraction of thelaw. No, Jesus
did not give approval of her lifestyle. He did
however indicate her infraction to be no more
egregiousin society than the sins of her accus-
ers. I'm not too sure that God approves of our
holier thanthou attitudesand our ranking of sins
to belegislated against.

If you arelookingfor thesinlesscandidateto
cast your votefor, youwill haveablank ballot.
I’m not expecting Jesus to be a candidate for
political office.

The righteous indignation over the wannbe
firstlady telling areporter (representing aright
wingnewsrag) to“shoveit” isalmost hypocriti-
cal. Whereisthe outrage from those same crit-
icswhenthesittingvicepresident loseshiscool
inthehallsof congressandtellsasenator to“go
——yoursalf”? What doesit say aboutaman’s
skillsat diplomacy and Christian witnesswhen
hesays, “| feel better after saying that.” ?What
doesit say about the party |leaderswho declare
that such profanity needed to be said?Whereis
the outrage when the president stands up and

belligerently challengestheenemy to* bring en
on”? Havewe had about enough of the“ bring
emon”’ game?

Youmight evenhaveto check your tally sheet
when trying to determine who has flipped anc
flopped the most. The present administratior
bitterly opposed the 9-11 commission and ther
flopped over and praised them. They have
changed their reason or justification for invad-
ing aforeign country three or four times. They
got elected with a promise of trimming “bic
brother’s’ long arms and then have extendec
governments invasion into local governmen
and private lives even further.

They stirred upthehornet’ snest sothey coulc
sell protective netting. They declared war or
terrorism and dethroned atoothlesstiger. They
decried the “tax and spend” party and ther
plunged usinto record deficit spending.

What does it say about a promise of provid-:
ing tax relief to the middle class and then com-
ing out with refunds and a policy that actually
widens the gap between the “haves” and the
“have nots?’

What does it say when the compassionate
conservative promises help to the bel eaguerec
middleand|ower incomesegment of society anc
then startscutting fundsfromthevery program:
designed and passed by the legislators to give
stanceand hopetothemassesof needy fami-

ies?
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Ken Poland is a Gem farmer and frequen
contributor tothispage. rewinc@cheerful .con

Bring those surplus troops home

TheBushadministration recently announced
plansto bring homeroughly 70,000 U.S. troops
currently based overseas. Thisproposal hasmet
considerableresistancefrom criticswhoworry
that it signifiesAmerica swithdrawal fromthe
worldand who questiontheexpected savingsto
the U.S. taxpayer. Yet the plan will help the
United States develop what it has needed since
the end of the Cold War — a military that is
smaller, lighter, and more mabile; one better
prepared to face the true threats to our national
security.

Infact, any savingswill be modest and won’t
appear immediately dueto thelengthy realign-
ment process, and the upfront costs of bringing
home thousands of people and tons of material
and upgrading the basesthat will receivethem.
But saving money isnhot the main reason to un-
dertake such afundamental changein U.S. se-
curity policy.

Wemust shift fromour current policy empha-
sizingasmall number of hugeoverseasdeploy-
mentstoonethat increasesour accessaroundthe
globe.

Some criticsmakeit sound like we are aban-
doning our traditional allies, yet thisisfar from
true. The 70,000 troops being withdrawn from
Europe and Asiarepresent only onethird of to-
tal U.S. forcesstationed in those areas. Despite
the drawdown, thousands of U.S. troops will
remainin Germany, South K oreaand Japan, and
throughout theseregions.

Further, the huge forcesin these three coun-
triesare exceptionsto theevolving U.S. basing
strategy, not therule. Theroughly 40,000troops
in South Korea, 40,000 in Japan, and 75,000in
Germany represent two-thirdsof all U.S. forces
permanently based overseas, notincludingthose
in Irag and Afghanistan. Of the more than 130
countries where the United States has forces,
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nearly eighty percent havefewer than 100U.S.
troops stationed there.

Nor doesreducing our presencemeanweare
weakeningour commitment. InSouthK orea, for
instance, the U.S. force has always been insuf-
ficient to play adecisiverolein case of aNorth
Korean attack, but servesasa“tripwire,” rely-
ing on additional troopsbeing senttotheregion
to turnthetide of battle.

A smaller force could easily fulfill thisfunc-
tion. Meanwhile in other regions of the world,
theUnited Statesisabletodemonstrateitscom-
mitment simply through such activitiesasjoint
training exercises, temporary deployments, and
prepositioning equipment.

Clearly, given the current situation on the
Korean peninsula, it would be preferable to
makeany withdrawal of U.S. forcescontingent
on improvements in North-South relations or
some concession by North Korea on nuclear
weapons, but thisspecificsituationisnot enough
to justify scrapping the entire rebasing effort.
Moreover, actual implementation of the with-
drawal could still be linked to a compromise
with the North.

Inadditiontoimproving our security strategy,
the proposal could address several problems
created by keeping largenumbersof troopsover-
seas. First, taking so much of the military “out
of circulation” placesagreater burden on other

units. Second, troops based overseas become
targets, asweretheMarinesinLebanonandU.S.
forces stationed at the Kobhar Towersin Saudi
Arabia. Third, having large numbers of troops
overseasoftenhasan unfavorableimpact onhost
communities; theMarinesdeployedin Okinawe
being just one example.

If thereisadownside to the Pentagon’s pro-
posal, it isits likely impact on the Defense
Department’s plan to conduct a new round of
military base closuresin 2005. Thereisalready
discussion in communities across the country
about delaying or derailing the processentirely
inlight of the Pentagon’s decision. That might
get someof thereturning forcesstationedat their
local basesin the hope that facilities receiving
new unitswill be lesslikely to close. Thiswill
put considerable new pressure on members of
Congress to “go to bat” for basesin their dis-
tricts, and will further undermine the already
shaky support on Capitol Hill for this critical
cost-saving process.

The United States needsto adopt apolicy of
“global reach” rather than “global presence.”
When called upon to do so, the U.S. military
shouldbeableto* reach out and touch someone”
anywhereour vital national interestsareat stake.
Only thiskind of flexibility will allow usto suc-
cessfully meet futurechallengesto our security.

Christopher Hellmanismilitary policy ana-
lyst at the Center for Arms Control and Non-
Proliferation in Washington, D.C. Formed in
1980, the Center hasbeenaleader inall thekey
armscontrol strugglesof thelate 20th century.
TheCenter servesasthe nation’schief “ watch-
dog” oftheU.S. Congressand executivebranch
on a range of arms control issues.
www.ar mscontrolcenter.org. Distributed by
MinutemanMedia.org.
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