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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: [ BET THAT A NEW

DRAMA CONCERNING SIDE DISHES MIGHT BE
CALLED “SLAW AND ORDER.”

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Q equals S

Solution found regarding pool rules
Abigail

Van Buren

e Dear Abby

DEARABBY: After reading the
letter from “ Desperate in Kansas,”
about uninvited guests showing up
to use their new swimming pooal, |
had to write.

Here'show my wifeand | solved
the problem when neighborhood
children started showing up at all
hours.

First, wedecidedthat ruleswould
haveto be set — and enforced.

We began by having a sturdy
fence and locked wrought-iron
gatesinstalled aroundthepool area.
Then we increased the homeown-
er’sliability limitsonourinsurance.

Weasked our attorney todraw up
a“liability waiver” to be signed by
the parents of the children in our
neighborhood and returned to us
personally by theparent or guardian.
If there was no signed waiver, the
child was not permitted to swim.

We allocated two evenings a
week, between 6 p.m. and 8 p.m.,
when the neighbors’ children were
welcometo use our pool.

These were evenings when my
wifeand | would be hometo sit on
the patio and watch and refereethe
children.

No swimming would be permit-
ted at any other timeunlessby spe-
cia invitation.

“Desperate” should try our me-
thod. Her neighborswill respect her
forit.

— EXPERIENCED IN YUMA,

ARIZ.

DEAREXPERIENCED: Con-
sider your self fortunatethat your
neighbor s abided by your rules.
Sincel printed that letter, | have
heard somehorror stories. Read
onfor asample:

DEAR ABBY: You suggested
that “Desperate in Kansas” put a
stop to the drop-ins by becoming
assertive, installing a flagpole or
signstoindicate when the pool was
open, increasing the amount of ho-
meowner insurance, and suggesting
thepool befenced. | don’tthink you
went far enough.

When | wasin college, part of a
congtitutional law coursel took cov-
ered the subject of torts and liabil-
ity.

One particular case we studied
stands out in my memory. It in-
volved afamily whose swimming
pool was surrounded by a 6-foot-
high locked fence.

While the family was away on
vacation, severa youths scaled the
fence and went swimming.

Unfortunately, onedrowned, and
the owners of the pool were con-
victed of negligent homicide!

Theruling stated that the owners
of the pool should have contacted
eachneighbor andinformedthem of
their plansbecauseapool isconsid-
ered an “attractive nuisance.” |
would urge“ Desperate” to contact
an attorney who can advise her
about local law and liability.

Attheveryleast, sheshouldplace
a“No Trespassing” sign on the
lawn, install alocked fence, and
sendacardtotheneighborsexplain-
ingtherules.

Thecost of thesemeasuresismi-
nuscule compared to a potential li-
ability suit.

— CHRISIN PELHAM,ALA.

DEAR CHRIS: Thank you for
thewar ning.

Oneof myreaderssatonajury
for awrongful death suit with
similar circumstancesand urged
metoinform*“ Desperate” aswell
as other pool ownersthat unin-
vited children using a swimming
pool without per missionor paren-
tal supervision should bereported
tothepolicefor trespassing.

Better tohaveit onrecordthan
torisk beingheld liablefor an ac-
cident.

DEARABBY: | wasrecentlyata
youth sporting event.

Later that evening, one of the
coaches and several of the parents
were sitting around the hotel pool
talking. Some joking sexual com-
mentswere made.

The coach told one of the other
fathersthat he had apictureof him-
self asayouth. Hepulledit out of his
wallet, anditwaspassed aroundthe
group.

Itwasapictureof a7-to 10-year-
oldboy, completely naked, that had
been“dtered” toexaggeratethesize
of the boy’syou-know-what.

Not a single parent voiced any
objection to thispicture.

Thecoachlater handedthepicture
tome(after oneof theother parents

laughingly told himheshould show
ittome).

When | expressed disgust (“I re-
ally don’t appreciate you showing
thispicture...”), thecoachmademe
out to bethebad guy.

Doyouthink thispictureisappro-
priatefor acoach of adol escent boys
to carry in hiswallet and show tc
others?

It struck measchild porn.

—AMAZEDAND DIS

GUSTED DAD IN MICHIGAN

DEAR AMAZED AND DI S
GUSTED: Theincident should be
reportedtotheleagueauthorities.
For the coach to have shown the
picturewasajuvenile display of
bad tasteand poor judgment. For
that reason | am not sureheisre-
sponsible enough to be supervis-
ing young boys.

QUOTE FOR THE DAY: “How
many peopleon Earth servepeo-
ple? And how many people on
EarthservetheEarth?Thediffer-
enceinthenumber smust beenor-
mous. It would reveal that the
Earthisdefinitelynottheprimary
concern of the human species.
This might be fatal both to the
Earth and to humanity. Please,
leaders of the Earth and the na-
tions, wake up to this potentially
fatal disparity.”
— ROBERT MULLER
Editor’snote: Dear Abbyiswrit-
ten by Abigail Van Buren, alsc
known as Jeanne Phillips, and was
founded by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Write Dear Abby at www.-
Dear Abby.comor P.O. Box 69440,
LosAngeles, Calif. 90069.

Family Circus = Bil Keane

©?2004 8il Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Syna.
www.familycircus.com

“I think Gregory loves me. Today he
looked at me and giggled.”
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Positiveand Negative Signals emblem 1 Fitinto  20“Amouse”  collabora-
Signalsareeither positiveor negative. Thus, if your 24 Host the 22 Warble tion
partner ondefenseleadsthekingof asuitandyouhave 27 Lanka schedule 23 Unctuous 43 Unim-
heA-7-2 ask hi . hesuitby s lead-in 2 Last 24 Equip- provable
t e_ - '_V_oucan_ 'mtocontmuet_ eSUI_t YS9~ 28 Lane several ment for place
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Similarly, if you arevoid of asuit that isbeing led, Piggy’s Frost —
you can signal positively or negatively by thesizeof ., ‘|[|"°rd the
3 . - . ave a Punkin
your discard in some other suit. Such signals are es- bug 45 Pixar
sential for the proper conduct of the defense. 33 Melody clownfish
In general, apositive signal, telling partner which 34 Jab 46 “Sports-
suit tolead, ismoreilluminating than anegativesig- 36 Aviate Center”
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West |leadsthejack of hearts, dummy winningwith porter? Yesterday’s answer 9-23  evidence
thekingasEast followswiththedeuce. Declarerthen [— T2 13 1z 5 16 17 T8 5 Tio 111

playsalow diamond to the king, followed by the ten
and another diamond, West winning with the ace on

thethird round.

East has an opportunity to discard on thethird dia-
mond, and hischoiceof playsiscritical tothedefense.
If hesignalswiththenineor ten of spades, it costshim
thecontract eventhoughWest shiftstothat suit. South’s
eight becomes a stopper on the fourth round, and he

makesthree notrump.

But if East discardsthe club deuceonthethird dia-
mond, West should shift to a spade. When he does,

South goes down two.

Thespadeshift by Westisnot difficult onceEast has
expresseddisinterestin heartsand clubsby playingthe
deuce of both suits, inferentially suggesting a spade
lead. All West hasto do isto obey his partner’s sug-

gested line of defense.
Tomorrow: Test your play.
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