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Our state’s sending
the wrong message

Who saystheworld hasto make sense?

Because if it did, the State of Kansas wouldn’t be buying $14
million worth of Homeland Security supplies from a single New
Hampshire contractor.

Firechiefshavecomplainedthat they can’t buy fromKansassup-
pliers. TheNew Hampshireoutfit, Fisher Safety, saysit hascontracts
to supply emergency equipment to 14 states.

Apparently, Kansasofficial swanted asingle-source contract and
didn'ttry tofind local vendors, becauseit was easier and quicker.

Capt. Mark Bruce, director of emergency operationsfor theKan-
sasHighway Patrol, told alegid ativecommitteel ast week that Fisher
allowsa" one-stop shop” for fire departmentsand emergency man-
agement agencies using the grant money.

Bruce said the contract’s “large-volume efficiencies’ allow the
smallest department to get the same price asthe largest.

He noted that Fisher will buy about 30 percent of the equipment,
$4.2millionworth, from KansassupplierswhichincludeNex-Tech
inLenora. Whilethat islaudable, that leaves $9.8 million going out
of state.

Officialssaid agenciescan useanin-statebidder if thepriceisthe
sameor less, but theprogramisnot set upto actually encouragethat.

You’ dthink stateofficial swould havemore sense, but apparently
not. You'd think they’ d have amarked preference for buying from
taxpayerswho support them, but apparently not.

Next thing you know, they’ I be contractingto havewelfarecalls
answeredinIndia.

Oops.

They already tried that.

No, Kansas government has no faith in or loyalty to Kansas tax-
payers. From call centersto driverslicensesto fire and emergency
equipment, it sees no value at al in shopping with those who pay
thebills.

And surely there are plenty of tax-paying businesses who can
supply these needs, evenif the cost isalittle more.

TheLegislature needsto crack down on state purchasing. Unless
we support Kansas businesses, there’ll soon be no businessesin
Kansasto pay taxes or support the state.

Kansas, asthesaying goes, needsto dancewiththeonewho brung
her.

And that meansastrong preference for buying at home.
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Where to write

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.ink.org/public/
legislators/jmorriso

State Sen. Ruth Clark, State Capitol Building Rm.
449-N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: rclark-
@ink.org
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Here’s a gift to consider

Theideaof designating aparticular monthfor
health, personal hygiene, hobbies, educationand
moreisgood.

It’simportant for usto be reminded about is-
sueswemight overlook day-to-day andthereare
alot of them. Some of themore common aware-
ness month issuesinclude, but aren’t limited to
breast cancer, domestic violence, immunization,
alcohol, national adoption, fireprevention, pros-
tate cancer.

As anewspaper, we try to report on as many
as space allows, which brings meto my point.

Whilegoing through mail the other day, | dis-
coveredan“awarenessday” that | hadn’'teverrun
across before — Take A Loved Oneto the Doc-
tor Day. Unfortunately, theday hasalready come
and goneand, at first | had to admit, | thought it
sounded corny.

After all when someoneissick, they seetheir
doctor or most of usgo in for yearly checkups.
Sowhy wouldweneed aday set asidetotakeour
loved oneto thedoctor.

Could you imagine taking someone you care
about to adoctor and saying, “Hi! | brought my
loved one here today in recognition of Take A
Loved OneTo TheDoctor Day?There' snothing
really wrong with them, but | thought you might
liketo seethem anyway.”

Withmy luck, thedoctor wouldwritean order
for me to see a psychiatrist and they would tell
my loved onethey are doing just fine.

| really don’t think that’swhat Kansashad in
mindwhen designating thisspecial day, though,
which incidentally was Tuesday of thisweek.

Seriously speaking, the reason the Kansas
Department of Health and Environment encour-
aged participation in Take A Loved One To the
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Doctor Daywastofocuson preventionandearly
detection.

That makessense, particularly whenthereare
people dying prematurely because they failed
to see adoctor in time. Some of those prevent-
ablediseasesincludeheart disease, stroke, can-
cer, diabetes, infant mortality and others.

Reading on, the state noted that its research
concluded that despite gainsin life expectancy
over thepast century inthe United States, huge
gaps in health outcomes persist among ethnic
groupsand really all Americans.

Most of usknow firsthand someonewhodied
young either because of a heart attack, stroke,
or any number of other health-related reasons.

It really hadn’t occurred to me to take from
that firsthand experienceabout someonel knew
who died and personalizeit by thinking about a
family member or closefriend.

Whileit's uncomfortable to admit, it would
havebeenevenworseif it never occurredtome
atall.

| think what the state wanted to emphasizeis
that when we use health servicesregularly we
can prolong and increase the quality of life.

Of course, attitudes are a tough thing to
change— butimagineif someonewereto break

through that kind of barrier? It would certainly
changetheoutcomeof our livesand for thebet-
ter.

Althoughtheinformationdidn’t suggest ways
togetloved onestothedoctor, | thought about a
fewideas. For example, therearegift certificates
for just about anything, so why not for adoctor
visit?Thedoctor’sofficecould evenconsider a
marketing approach like any other business.
Christmasgift certificatesgoodfor onehearing
test, ear, noseand throat exam, eyeexam, blood
test, massage, endurancetest, dental checkup—
the sky’sthelimit!

Maybe we might even know someone with-
out healthinsurancewho coul d benefit fromany
exam. Although | hadn’t planned on making a
plugfor nextyear’ sWellnessFair, it surewould
be something to think about giving to afamily
— maybeevenjust payingtheadmissioncharge
for the fair, which by the way is scheduled for
Saturday, Jan. 15.

Now that | amover 50, thereality of how pre-
ciouslifereally ishasslowingbeenchangingmy
attitude and outlook on health issues.

Thenexttimethere’' saspecial occasioncom-
ing up, | am going to think long and hard about
the present | buy.

Coupons from a doctor, dentist, optometrist
or other health-related services would be such
great way to wish thosewe care about ahappier
birthday, anniversary or holiday.

After all, what better gift is there then help-
ing someoneto havealonger and healthier life?
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Patty Decker is editor of the Free Press and
certainly not getting any younger. Her column
appears Thursdays.

Some advice for John Kerry

Let's faceit, fellow liberals; Commander
Kerry’sSwift Boat isn'tlooking too swift these
days. It'sriding lower in the water even as he
rideslower inthe palls.

Theshoreislinedwith peopleshouting advice
to him: “Betougher. Be more positive. Defend
yourself faster. Don’'t defend, attack. Don’ t talk
about so many issues. Broaden your agenda.”

Goodadviceall, but easier togivethantofol-
low.

Sol thought I’ dtry my hand atit. | figureif he
usesitandit works, | might get ajobinthe new
admini stration; something that comeswithabig

officeand not many dutiestodo. Herearejust
afew things| wouldtell John Kerry if | had his
ear:

Donot usetheword“nuance.” Don'tuseitin
acampaign, in private conversation, or in your
sleep. Your Secretary of State can usetheword.
So can your ambassador to the United Nations.
Inan emergency, your presssecretary canuseit
(although | wouldn’t recommend it). You can-
not.

People running for president do not say “nu-
ance” unless, of course, they’re running for
president of France.

Inthefirst place, agood number of thepeople
you' retrying to get to vote for you don’t know
what it means.

In the second place, it not only soundslike a
Frenchword, itisaFrench word and, for better
or for worse, Franceis not the favorite country
of theAmerican peopleright now. (Hey, I’ mlike
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you, | lovethe place. Great food, beautiful cit-
ies and towns, stylish women. What's not to
like?Butyou’ vegot my voteal ready, youknow?
You might try reaching out to those with less
sophisticated palates.)

Stop saying that you'll fight amore sensi-
tive war against terrorism. It's OK to be more
sensitive but you don’t want to talk about it. It
sounds like you want to get Osama bin Laden
onacouch and havehimtell you hislifestory. |
know, that’ snot what youmeanbutitleavesyou
open to that kind of misinterpretation (and, as
weknow, if the Republicansdidn’t havemisin-
terpretation, they wouldn’t have any interpre-
tation at all). You're not teaching English Lit
101, John. You' rerunningfor president.Actlike
it. Talk about fighting “asmarter” war onterror-
ism. Smart isgood; smart playsin Peoria.

Never say youwould still voteto authorize
thepresidenttoattack Iragevenif youknewthen
what you know now. Never, ever. Don’ttell me
youdidn't really say that. It sounded asthough
you saidit and that’sgood enough for the Elec-

toral College. When you said whatever it wa:
you said, you could hear the air begin to escape
the Kerry balloon. You picked a heck of atime
to be nuanced on anissue. All those Dean anc
Kucinichvoterswhowerestirred by thepassior
of their candidatessuddenly becameawaretha
youreally weren’t oneof them and they sagged
GeorgeBush spendsal ot of timecultivating hi
base, have you noticed that? You should try i
sometime.

Wheat isit withyouMassachusettspoliticians
anyway? You, Dukakis, you run for presiden
likeyouweretaking your SATs. Thedirty little
secret of politicsisthat AmericanvoterslikeC-
student candidates. That's what most of then
werewhenthey wereinschool andthey’ recom:
fortable with candidates who sound like they
were too. Eisenhower, Reagan, both Bushes
they were all thought to be intellectualy infe
rior to their opponents by theliberal establish:
ment. But they won, John, they won. You might
think about that.

And, lastly, | would think about ditching tha
focus group you’'ve been using. Where is it
Cambridge?It’snot working. (I have aconfes
sion to make. | came up with this memo si»
weeksago but | forgot tomail it. Sorry. | hope
it'snot too late.)

Donald Kaul coveredthenation’scapital for
29years, winninganumber of awardsal ongthe
way. Email: donald.kaul2@verizon.net “ Dis
tributed by MinutemanMedia.org.”
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