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Fewer birds,
fewer hunters,
says an official

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor
Thepheasant popul ationwashbet-
ter than last year, but for Benny
Young withthe state’swildlifeand
parks department, it seemed there
werefewer huntersand fewer birds
than expected.
“There'sreally no way to esti-
mate the numbers,” Young said to-

day. “It just seemsto methat while '

| wasout thisweekend, thenumbers
on huntersand birdsareslowly de-
clining.”

During the last couple of years,
hunters have been moving further
east tothenorth and west of Salina,
into Rooks, Graham, and Osborne
counties, and asfar upasRepublic,
he said.

The reason for the shift, Young
said, was primarily caused by the
drought conditions in northwest
Kansasover thelast coupleof years.
Adding to the decline here, more
rain in those eastern counties re-
sulted in higher pheasant and quail
numbers.

Openingweekend alsowasham-
pered by weather aswell, he said.

“Of the people | spokewith Sat-
urday and Sunday, everybody Sat-
urday said they did alot better that
day,” Young said.

Heestimatesthat every hunterin
Thomas and Sherman counties on
Saturday averaged one-half to
three-quarters of abird.

“The weather on Sunday hurt a
lot,” hesaid.

After having rain earlier last
week, the dirt roads were already
soft and with snow on Sunday, the
roadswereeven muddier andwalk-
ing through the fields was even
moredifficult.

Quail season opens next week-
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end, but normally that's a busier
timefor theeastern part of thestate,
Young said.

Currently, pheasant and archery
deer seasons are open.

The next major hunting boost
will be begin Wednesday, Dec. 1
when deer season using firearms
will begin.

Althoughabusy timefor hunters,
deer season (using firearms) in-
volves more local residents rather
than non-residents.

Asthestate’'sWildlifeand Parks
Department natural resource of -
ficer, Young'sjob isenforcement.

In the fall and winter months,
Young said he is busy in the three
counties of Sheridan, Thomas and
Logan, checking bag limitsand li-
censes. When spring and summer
arrive, he said he begins checking
boatersand fishlicensesand limits
inthose same counties.

Getting ready

Police

ask for
assistance

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

The Colby Police Department
needs help infinding acar thought
to be involved in vandalizing al-
most 20 vehiclesover theweekend.

The side-view mirrorson atotal
of 18 carsweredestroyed either by
abat or large object.

Unbeknownst tothealleged van-
dal's; however, someonewitnesses
theincident in progress.

Apparently, thewitness saw two
males in a car driving off after
smashing yet another side-view
mirror, said Gary Shull, policein-
vestigator with thecity.

Sinceall damagewasdoneinthe
evening on both Saturday and Sun-
day, thewitnesstold policethat the
car was believed to be white in
color. It was also identified as ¢
four-door, mid-sized Chevrolet,
possibly aCorsicaor Cavalier, with
black bumpers, black trim all
around and occupied by twomales.
™ The witness was unable to deter-
mine the age or other specific de-
tailson either person.

- Shull said police were checking

b with high school and college offi-
cialsincasethey couldidentify the
owner, but so far no suspects have
been named.

Most of the vandalism occurreg

o north of Third Street with alot of
r ? concentration on East Eighth anc

Ninth Streets.
E“
1w

Damage estimates are expecteo
-‘-_-;;'

Shull said today.
Anyonewithinformationonacar

that matchesthe above description

is urged to call the Colby Police

day, Dec. 5.

Matt Norman, a Colby city employee, worked to put up Christmas decorations on Franklin Av-
enue. Decorations have been going up, signaling the rapidly-approaching start of the Christ-
mas season. Somewhere in the mix is the holiday that ushers in Christmas — Thanksgiving.
The lights should be brightly shining for the big Christmas parade scheduled this year for Sun-

to be in the thousands of dollars,
TISHA COX/Colby Free Press

Department at (785) 462-4460 or
stop by thelaw enforcement center,
225N. Court Ave.

Shull said thereisaso anew e-
mail addressavailablefor thispur-
poseaswell.

Itis: policetip@cityofcol by.com

New ambulance purchase tops county commission agenda

cussedtheproposed extensiondistrict with

By TISHA COX

Colby Free Press

The Thomas County commissioners
heard ashort presentation at their meeting
thismorning from county emergency medi-
cal servicesdirector Kathi Wright onanew
ambulance the department is purchasing.

She explained it's her first ambulance
purchaseasdirector and saidthey try toget
anew ambulance every four or five years
to trade out the ol dest unit.

Wright said thecurrent transfer unitwill
besentto Brewster andtheambulancethere
will be stripped of its equipment and sold.
She said the new ambulance is replacing

oneof thetwo in Colby.

Commissioner Ron Evans said the
county has four ambulances — two in
Colby, one in Brewster and another in
Rexford. He said keeping up the county’s
ambulance serviceisan important invest-
ment and amatter of lifeand death.

Wright said the next ambulance to be
purchased will bein about five years and
when they get it, Rexford will be the next
to get their old ambulance switched out.

“We' vegot to depend onthosevehicles,
keepthemup,” shesaid, adding shewanted
to know if they should go through alocal
lender for the purchase or dip into their

& |

general fund. Thecommissionerstold her
togowithalocal bank.

The ambulance purchase was approved
at theAug. 31 commissionersmeetingwith
abid of $90,246 from Midwest Vehicle
Professionalsin Wichita.

Thecommissionersalso heard arequest
from Lacey Township trustee Jerry Baird
to put some of the township’s roads under
mi nimum mai ntenance.

He said some of the roads need signage
to warn motorists about potholes or other
hazards.

Commissioner DuaneDawessaidliabil-
ity isanissue. By putting up signs, it takes

theliability off thetownship butif asignis
down and an accident happens, it places
liability back on the township.

Evans said he and his fellow commis-
sionersneedto go out andtakeal ook at the
roads, andtalk about it again. They planto
go out and drive the roads sometime on
Friday morningand Baird askedif hecould
accompany them. If they are unable to go
out on Friday, Evans said they will get it
done by the end of the month.

“Wedonotinterferewithtownshipbusi-
ness,” hesaid. “Wearen't ready to make a
decision.”

The commissioners also briefly dis-

RawlinsCounty. Membersof theextension
council and the Kansas State University
Extension-Research Center had gone be-
forethe commissionerslast month to look
into the possibility.

Thismorning, Evanssaid hedoesn’t see
it happening in the immediate future be-
cause Rawlins County had two new com-
missioners el ected thismonth.

They alsowent over thepolicy handbook
with Maybelle Moore, Donita Applebury
andMary Cech. Thethreehavebeenwork-
ingonrevisingthehandbook, whichhadits
last revisionin 1996.

Proposal would ban smoking in public places
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Should be a little warmer

Tonight...Partly cloudy. Lowsinthe upper 30stolow 40s. South
winds5to 10mph. Tuesday...Partly cloudy. Highsinthe60s. South-
westwinds5to 15mph. Tuesday night...Partly cloudy intheevening
thenbecoming mostly cloudy. A 20 percent chanceof showers. Lows
in the lower 40s. Southwest winds around 5 mph.
Wednesday...Cloudy with a20 percent chanceof rain. Highsinthe
mid 50s. West winds 5 to 10 mph shifting to the northwest in the af -
ternoon. Wednesday night...Cloudy witha50 percent chanceof rain.
Lowsinthelower 40s.

Thenumbers

Sunday’s high, 38

Low thismorning, 30

Year ago today, 62 and 29

Recordsfor thisdate, 81in 1941 and 4in 1920

Precipitation: Nov. 13, 0.13, Nov. 14, 0.13

November total, 1.24

Snowfall: 2.5in. Nov. 13-14

Soil temperature, 40

Thesources:

TheforecastisfromtheNational Weather Service, and other num-
bersare from the Northwest Research-Extension Center, Colby. A
recorded forecast updated throughout the day is available by call-
ing (785) 899-7119. Current temperatures are available by calling
460-TEMP.

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) —
Anti-smoking advocates are push-
ing an ambitious proposal that
wouldbansmokinginpublicplaces
on both sidesof thestatelineinthe
Kansas City metropolitan area.

The Kansas City Council is ex-
pectedtovoteNov. 23 onalaw that
would ban smoking in most work-
places and a host of public places,
includingbowlingalleys, pool halls
and stores.

But themoreexpansiveproposal
wouldeliminatesmokinginKansas
City bars and restaurants and is
pinned on the passage of smoking
bans in Jackson, Platte, Clay and
Cass counties in Missouri and
Johnsonand Wyandottecountiesin
Kansas.

City Councilman Charles Eddy,
who is leading the council’s anti-
smoking campaign, said Kansas
City wouldn’t approve the restau-

rant and bar ban unless an undeter-
mined majority of themetropolitan
popul ationhassmoking ordinances
inplace.

Eddy said that would protect
businessesfrom having customers
fleefor establishmentsinneighbor-
ing communities without bansin
place.

KansasCity’sneighborshavenot
appeared eager toendorsetheplan.

In Independence, a debate on a

smoking banisat least six months
off.

And inthelargest suburb on the
Kansas side, Overland Park’s City
Council haslikely delayedtheissue
until January and Mayor Ed Eilert
said the proposal haslittle support.

Comprehensive, citywidesmok-
ing bansaren’t even expected to be
addressedinLee’' sSummit, Kansas
City, Kan., and Olathe, Kan., offi-
cialssaid.
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Great American Smokeoutis Thursday

TheAmerican Cancer Society’s " Great American Smokeout,” which
isanationwideeventto challengepeopleto stop using tobaccoisplanned
for Thursday. In conjunction with the smokeout, the the Community
Awareness Team in Colby isjoining with other youth-led organizations
inwestern Kansasto fight against young peopl e using tobacco through-
out theweek. In this special campaign to stop underage use of tobacco,
said Carla Sharp, awareness team coordinator, students here and across
the state will be letting the tobacco industry know, “We' re Not Buying
It,” using various advertising messages and information.

City Council to meet

The Colby City Council will meet at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday in the council
chambersat City Hall. Items on the agendainclude approval of the con-
sent agenda; old business; new business consisting of arequest for prop-
erty tax abatement for Truck Town, request for utility servicestoregional
state office building on South Country Club Drive at in-town rates, re-
port on private dwellings/nuisances, an update on airport master plan

meetings; and reportsand discussions. All meetingsare opento the pub-
lic. For questions, call 462-4410.

Children’s flu clinic planned

TheThomas County Health Department issponsoring achildren’sflu
cliniconWednesday, from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., said JuanitaDewey, pub-
lichealth practitioner. No appointmentswill bescheduled and all flu shots
will bedoneon awalk-in basisonly. The cost is$18. For questions, call
the health department at 462-4596.

Names sought for ‘Heart Tree’

Organizersof the“Heart Tree” are once again seeking names of chil-
dren who could benefit from having their wish realized during the holi-
day season. The " Heart Tree” wasestablished threeyearsago inremem-
brance of Dr. Jeff Jennings, who died suddenly at the age of 29 and prior
to Christmasin2001. ThetreesymbolizesDr. Jenning’slovefor theholi-
day season, coordinatorssaid. Anyonewho might know of achildinneed
isasked to call Jennifer Van Eaton at Sacred Heart, 462-2179.
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