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Widower has new issues with family
Abigail

Van Buren

e Dear Abby

DEARABBY:Ayearago, | lost
my wife of 16 years to cancer.
“Ethel” and | didn’t haveaperfect
marriage, but weworked at it. We
bothhad grownchildrenfromfirst
marriages. Weal so had achild to-
gether, aboy, “Ben,” whois13.

Lastspring| beganseeingavery
nicelady I’ll call Blanche. Ethel’s
daughtershavelittletodowithme
sincetheir mother’sdeathand are
encouraging Ben to be rude and
distant to Blanche. | realize Ben
hasissues, but | havetried to ex-
plain to him that life goes on.
Blancheisnottryingtoreplacehis
mother; she would like to be his
friend.

My question is, when should |
tell my in-laws about Blanche?

Toeveryonereadingthis: If atall
possi ble, becomeadonor of some
sort. My eternal thanksto the car-
ing individua who gave hisbone
marrow to Ethel inanefforttosave
a complete stranger. God bless
you.

—NEEDSTOMOVEON IN

CONNECTICUT

DEAR NEEDS: Ethel's
daughters most likely have al-
ready told your in-laws about
Blanche, soyou shouldtell them
the“news’ now.

Ifyoudon’t,itwill appear that
you aresneakingaround—and
it’'simportant not to createthat
impression. |t may bepainful for
Ethel’srelativestohear,sodon’t
besurprisedifthey arelessthan
thrilled.

Family counseling might be
helpful for you, your son, and
Ethel’s daughtersif they are
open to it. Should the “girls”
refuse, go with Ben. He is still
young, and helost hismother at
atimewhen hestill needed her.
You areprobably further along

Bridge

North dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.
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The bidding:
North East
Pass Pass
6" Pass

South
o
K

Opening lead — five of diamonds.

FamousHand

inthegrievingprocessthanyour
son becauseyou had achanceto
grievefor your wifeduring her
illness.For Ben’s sake, | hope
you take your time beforere-
marrying. Heapparently needs
moretimeto adjust and to un-
derstand that the new lady in
your lifeisnot athreat to his
mother’smemory.

DEARABBY: | met my bio-
logical father last June, after wait-
ing 15 yearsto do so. His side of
the family was very warm and
welcoming. They treated me as
thoughthey had knownmeall my
life.

| was nervous about meeting
them, so | took my boyfriend.
They treated him like family too.

| have not told my mom that |
went to see the other family, be-
cause she would no longer speak
tome, and | don’t want her mad at
me. My parentshad an extremely
bitter divorce. Mom still holds a
grudge, and she expects meto as
well.

| am being married soon, and
now | am being forced to choose
betweenmy momandmy biologi-
cal father. | wouldlikeeveryoneto
be there, and for my stepdad to
walk medowntheaisle.

My fiance likes my biological
father and his side of the family
andwantsthemall tobethere, too.
| am stuck in the middle. What
should | do?

—INTHEMIDDLEOUT
WEST

DEARINTHEMIDDLE: It's
timeto grow up and tell your
mother what you did.

Althoughthedivor cewasdev-
astating, you have theright tc
know your father and paternal
relativesif youwish.Ask her, as
her wedding gift toyou, tobury
her enmity for one day so you
can have the wedding of your
dreams. Many other families
have donethis, and the experi-
encecan behealing.

DEAR ABBY: Your answer to
“DebinKnoxville” wasright on.
You advised her that if themanis
agentleman, heshouldbuy it. Anc
if herefuses, she should enter the
marriagewith her eyeswide open
and no illusions about what her
future will be. Even though my
husband popped the question to
me, he never bought mearing. It
was an indication of what was to
come. He is the world’s worst
cheapskate.

| cancount ononehandthenum-
ber of gifts he has given me over
theyears.

Heisequally withholding emo-
tionally. Whenl wassingle, | never
thought that such thingswereim-
portant in arelationship.

| waswrong. It'sbeen alonely
life.

— LONELY INDIXIE

DEAR LONELY: In your
case, thelack of giftsislessim-
por tant thantheabsenceof what
they standfor. You havemy sym-
pathy.
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“If they ever need referees at a

This dramatic deal occurred at the 1968

Women’s Olympiad Teamsin the match be-
tween Canadaand the United States.
The bidding headed into the stratosphere

very quickly at both tables.

When the United States held the North-
South cards at table one, Dorothy Hayden
openedwithaforcingtwo-clubbid, andWest,
Jackie Begin, jumped to five heartsin an ef-
forttodepriveNorth-South of bidding space.

Emma Jean Hawes, impressed with her
high-card valuesoppositeaforcing two-bid,
cuebid heartsto show values sufficient for a
small slam and interest in agrand slam.

Hayden obliged by |eapingto seven spades,
which becamethefinal contract.

(Looking at all four hands, seven notrump
would have been safer, but Hayden couldn’t
tell whether six heartsindicated avoidin

hearts or the ace.)

West |led adiamond, and declarer took the
obvious 13tricksto score 1,510 points.
At the second table, with Canada now

North-South, the bidding went:
NorthEast South West
Pass Pass 2C 6H
Pass Pass 6S

West, Hermine Baron, leaped to six hearts
over twoclubs, posing anextremely difficult

problem for both opponents.

North made aforcing pass, and South bid

only six spades.

Remarkably, thiscontract went downfour!
Mrs. Baron chose the deuce of hearts as her
opening shot, and East, RhodaWal sh, ruffed
and returned a club in accordance with her
partner’ssuit-preferencesignal.

Declarer went upwiththeace, expectingto
wintherest of thetricks, but West ruffed and
led another heart for East to ruff.

East then played thekingand another club,

horse race, they could use zebras.”

Crossword
ACROSS 35 Turn on 57 Make 11 Tourney
1 Llamas’ the water- one’s favorite
home works way 17 Actress
5 U.K. fliers 37 Lake Gena —
8 Com- vessel DOWN Nolin
mand- 39 Curve 1 Vatican 19 Com-
ments 41 Artist Paul VIP ments

12 Potter’s 42 Northern 2 Squared from
need hemi- 3 Peruse Sandy

13 Blueprint spheres? 4 Openan 22 Dismal
addition 45 Trafalgar envelope 24 Present

14 Grenoble admiral 5 Doesn’t 25 Brewery
girlfriend 49 Follow too do output

15 Carrots’ closely 6 Chicken- 26 One
partners 51 Weak, as king with lofty

16 Guaran- an excuse link goals
teed not 52 Otherwise 7 Imperti- 27 Sin
to go 53 More nent 29 “Eureka!”
wrong (Sp.) 8 “Star 30 Compre-

18 Evoke 54 S-shaped Wars” hend
affection curve weapons 33 Sheltered

20 Looked 55 Becomes 9 Almond 36 Working-
narrowly entangled liqueur class

21 Speedy 56 Navy rank 10 Former types
steed (Abbr.) fiancee 38 “Hum-

23 Anteced- boldt’s
ing Solution time: 24 mins. Gift”

24 Beauty- - author
parlor M 40 Gear
item A tooth

28 Compan- 42 Detail
ionless 43 Festive

31 Ancient event

32 Tom of 44 Unaltered
Indy 500 46 Prudent
fame 47 Portent

34 Aricle in 48 Requisite
“News- 50 Hosiery
week”? shade
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LABELED A GRAPHITI ARTIST.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: E equals S

SPORTS
155 W. 5th « 785-462-3963

ruffed by West, and Southfound herself down

four for atotal team loss of 1,710 points.
Tomorrow: Eliminating therisk factor.
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