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Monday'’s
Salute

Thumbs Sy(& 10--

VPat Erickson — onbeing honored asthe 2004 “ Friend of
4-H.”

VSocial ProblemsClass— at Colby Community College,
onyour 37thannual Thanksgivingdinner today for all seniors
55 yearsof ageand older. Nice!

VMatt Murray — the talk of the Nebraska Cornhuskers
“Big Red” wrestling machine.

vVCommunity Awar eness Team — on your effortsto keep
the dangers associated with smoking before the public.

VTerrilyn Fleming— for sharing your expertiseof thearts
with our readers.

VThe City Gang — good job with the Christmas decora-
tions.

VLyman Bear Family — on being named “ 4-H Family of
theYear.”

VK athi Wright — on your very first ambulance purchase
asdirector of Thomas County Emergency Medical Services.

VMichael Schwanke — on being voted Wichita's sexiest
television newsman.

VAl Substitute Teachers— for keeping the educational
machine running smoothly in the absence of theregulars.

(This column is prepared each Monday morning by the
newspaper's publisher. If you would like to submit a name,
names, or group for consideration, simply e-mail
td@nwkansas.com, fax (785) 462-7749, call 462-3963 or mail
totheofficeat 155W. 5th, Colby 67701. Thanks...inadvance.)

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed onthispageareencouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.

Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com.

Where to write:

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.ink.org/public/
legislators/jmorriso

State Sen. Ruth Clark, State Capitol Building Rm.
449-N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: rclark-

@ink.org
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Thisspaceisusually occupied on Mondaysby
Free Press reporter/photographer Tisha Cox.
Tisha, however, ison vacation thisweek Sothe
spacetoday isbeing filled by Ken Poland. - td

“Religion” isacommodity that isbought and
sold. Religionhasbeenthemotivatingfactor and
justificationfor moreconflict and warsthanany
other singlething. Religionismeasured by out-
ward signsof production and success. Religion
is supported by a set of rules, laws and proper
ritual. Religion is dependent upon immediate
gratification of self proclaimed piety that must
beevident toman. Religioncanbewornonyour
sleeve and doesn’t even require soiling of your
cuffs or calluses on your hands. Religion can
inspire self mutilation and denial of personal
pleasure. One of the dictionary definitions of
religionis: A cause, aprinciple, or an activity
pursued with zeal or conscientious devotion.
Usingthat definition, pornography canbeareli-
gion. Religion can be areligion within itself.
Partisanpoliticscanbeandisareligionfor many
folkson both sides of theaisle.

Thereisavast differencebetween“Religion”
and “ Christianity.”

Chrisgtianity isarel ationshipthat permeatesour
very essenceor spiritual inner being. Christian-
ity isdependent upon the Grace of God to allow
man the freedom to minister to the needs of his
fellowman, without fear of eternal judgment for
shortcomings and failures. Christianity is not
validated by statistical measurement or superior
power over therest of creation. Salvationthrough
Christ (aprerequisiteto Christianity) produces,
for all eternity, aliving personal relationship
between God and man, with intangible earthly
rewards. Christianity isthe evidence of man’s
effort to share God's love as expressed in the
Gospel of JesusChrist. Christianity isnot defined
exclusively by any political affiliation, club,
denomination or individual.

Thefollowing story isan exampleof religion
verses Christianity in areal life example that
beginsabout 35 or 40yearsago. A group of local

Ken
Poland

® Ken’s
World

women sold her onsalvationastheanswertoall
her problems. She came home from the evan-
gelisticmeetingonsuchahighshecould hardly
wait totell theworld about her salvation. How-
ever, it wasashort lived high. The next morn-
ingthesink wasstill full of dirty dishes, thedia-
per pail wasfull and stank (disposablesweren’'t
affordable yet) and her husband had to go to
work! She still had 4 kids under the age of 4
years. Shestill lacked the skills and emotional
maturity tofunction under stress. Her every day
problems and responsibilities hadn’t disap-
peared, aspromised. She has spent yearsgoing
from highstolows. Her religioushighsarelike
drugsand sheneedshbigger doseseachtime. She
cantestify to many miraclesin her life, but she
isstill hoping for the permanent “fix” through
another miracle. Needlessto say all her miracles
to date have not produced the promised end to
all her problems. She may have received eter-
nal salvation, but the bill of goods promising
earthly comfort hasdeprived her of many years
of serenity that restsin the promise of eternity
with God.

Thosesuper salesmen, theladieswho sold her
on salvation, have abandoned her. The“sava-
tion” they sold her was only a panacea (snake
oil or miraclesal ve) without amoney back guar-
antee.

God doesn’t promise us arose garden! He
promises grace sufficient to cover our sinsand
He will walk beside us as we struggle with
today’s realities. Jesus Christ did not produce
miracles on demand and there certainly is no
evidence that God is beholden to any one

Difference between Religion, Christianity

person’s expectation of miracles that absolve
them from personal responsibilities and ac-
countability totheir fellowman. Not even Presi-
dents, regardless of political affiliation.
TheOld Testament system of laws, sacrifices
andritual failedto produce, for most of mankind,
alasting personal rel ationship betweenmananc
God. Nor didit produce peaceful coexistenceof
manwith man. That doesnot invalidatethe Old
Testament account of man’s relationship with
Godandhow it affected hisdaily living. Wemust
study and understand the culture, religious en-
vironment and covenants of the Old Testament
to understand the New Testament and the cov-
enant we have with God through Christ. Jesus,
by verbal communicationand physical example,
met the needs, both spiritual and physical, of
society. He commanded usto do the same. B,
withthat command, hedid notlay out any abso-
lute set of rulesor ritual . He stressed theinabil-
ity of law and Old Testament ritual to secureour
permanent and | asting rel ationship with God.
All too often, today’s regular church experi-
ences, evangelistic campaigns and personal
witnessaremerely examplesof ritual mandated
by law and void of any personal commitment or
sacrifice. The political hype over morals anc
ethicsareapanacea(snakeoil or miraclesalve)
that cannot produce righteousnessin our mate-
rialistic world. If your organized religion,
whether it be Christian or otherwise, cannot or
does not instill Godly morals and ethicsin the
heartsof thoseto whom they witness, then gov-
ernment will continueto bedevoid of truemor-
alsand ethicsthat protect all of mankind from
selfish tyrants and servants of Satan, himself.
You cannot producethroughlaw achangeinthe
heart. You cannot protect the freedom of man
withyour exerciseof political power or wealth.
Christianity isnot a product of Government
mandate. Nor isit aproduct of democracy.
*kkk*k
Ken Poland isa Gem farmer and a member
of the Free Press Writer’s Club. His e-mail i<
rcewinc@cheerful.com.

About those letters . ..

Free Pressreaders. Thank you.

The Free Press encourages and wel comes | ettersfrom readers. Letters should betypewritten, if at all possible, and should
include atelephone number and an address. These are used for verification of thewriter only. If, however, you want your address
and telephone number to appear with your letter, please ask usto do so when you submit your letter, or include anote with your
letter. Mostimportantly, al lettersmust include asignature. Unsigned letters cannot be published. Wereservetheright to edit
for clarity and length, and, likewise, reservetheright to reject | etters deemed to be of no public interest or considered offensive or
libelous. You can expect your letter to appear in print within 24-48 hours of receipt. L ettersto the Free Pressallow readersto
become engaged in public debate on topicsthey deem important. Please consider sharing your thoughtswith the family of Colby

Doonesbury
® Gary Trudeau

HEY, BABE!
WHERE
ARE YOU?

. BY THE HOLI- YU
HEY, BD, YOURE Y6 SR, I OUBHA
GOING HOME HOPE, WHY? CONSIDER
GOON, RIGHT — BECOMING

ATOBRIENS.,
I &07 LRAFTED
FOR BARLUTY
AT TONIGHTS

BAR-
AMP FARTY. :

UNIVERSAL PRESS SYNDICATE @ 2004 G.

= A PEER
= VISITOR..

YOU KNOW, VOLUNTEER 70
VIGIT THE NEW AMPS S0 THEY
CAN GEE ITE POSSIBLE 70D
HAVE A TOTALLY NORMAL

HOLD ON A
GEC, B?OPQ/E,,,

AND HAFPY
LIFE/

www.doonesbury.com




