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Crossword

Tod The Dinosaur • PR Condron

For Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

Eliminating the Risk Factor
Declarer occasionally adopts a line of play espe-

cially designed to prevent a particular defender from
gaining the lead. One reason might be that an oppo-
nent has good tricks that he can cash. Another rea-
son might be to protect a holding that is vulnerable
to attack if led by one defender rather than the other.

Today’s deal presented declarer with the latter
type of situation, and he came through with flying
colors. After winning East’s jack of hearts with the
king at trick one, South could count eight certain
winners — three diamonds, three clubs, a heart and
a spade. He had excellent chances for a ninth trick
if the jack of diamonds fell under the A-K-Q, or if
the opposing clubs were divided 3-3.

But before staking the outcome on either of these
possibilities, South pondered what might happen if
both suits divided unfavorably. He realized he could
overcome J-x-x-x of diamonds in the West hand by
conceding a trick to West’s jack on the fourth round
of the suit. But if East had J-x-x-x and was given a
trick with the jack, a heart return could sink the con-
tract.

It was at this point that it dawned on South that he
had a sure way to make nine tricks. Accordingly, at
trick two he led a club to the queen, returned the
diamond three and finessed the eight! When the
eight held, he cashed the ace, crossed to the ace of
clubs and cashed three more diamonds to finish with
10 tricks in all.

The great advantage of South’s method of play
was that it assured a favorable outcome regardless
of which opponent had the jack of diamonds or how
the suit was divided. Even if the finesse of the eight
had lost to West, any return he might make would
leave South with at least nine certain winners.

Tomorrow: A sacrilegious play.
(c)2004 King Features Syndicate Inc.

A Sacrilegious Play
In planning the play of a hand, it is usually wise to

rely on well-established principles. Their efficacy has
been confirmed by the highest authorities, and they
tend to be a good guide for most hands. But — and
here’s the rub — “most” implies “not always,” and the
conscientious player must constantly watch for the
exception to the rule.

Consider this deal where South failed in a frequently
encountered situation. He took the spade queen with
the ace, led a low trump to dummy’s eight and returned
a club. When East followed low, South played the jack.

West took the queen and returned a trump. Declarer
played dummy’s king and led another club. The king
lost to the ace, and West returned a third trump. Even-
tually, South lost a diamond and another club to go
down one.

South failed because he allowed himself to be led
astray by his holding of the K-J-x of clubs facing two
small. In the great majority of hands, it would be nor-
mal to lead toward the K-J-x to try to develop a trick in
the suit. But in this deal, South did not need to score a
trick with the king or jack of clubs. All he needed to do
was to ruff a club in dummy.

To that end, South should have led a club — any club
— from his hand at trick two, treating his K-J-x of clubs
as if they were x-x-x. After that, he could not have been
stopped from making the contract.

It was the initial trump lead to dummy — to lead
toward the K-J-x — that opened the door to defeat.
South might have felt that leading low toward dummy’s
6-5 of clubs was sacrilegious, but the fact remains that
violating standard procedure in this case ensures the
contract, while following it jeopardizes the contract.

Tomorrow: The rationale of good defense.
(c)2004 King Features Syndicate Inc.


