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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Joh

TEACHING NATIVE KIDS ABoUT
THEIR OWN HERITAGE ISN'T,
EASY, 15 1T, LAURIE. NOPE

'™ STiLL LEARNIN
MYSELF!

PEOPLE SPEAK OJ1BWAY
FLUENTLY —THERE ARE
ALS0 DIFFERENT DIALECTS
AND PRONUNCIATIONS.

/IAz4hwww.fborfw com
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LEARNING THE LANGUAGE. [ MY MAIN GOAL 1S O TEACH
1S HARD BECAUSE SOFEW | THEM ABOUT OUR RICH
ANCESTRY, OUR WRY OF LIFE,
OUR MUSIC, TRADITIONS

nston

AND SOMEHOW MAKE T |
AS IMPORTANT AS 4
NINTENDO.

AND BELIEFS .,

Tod The Dinosaur ® PR Condron

I'lL REMEMBER
THis! ONE DAY
THE TABLES

wiLtL TUrN !

You'lL REGRET
THiS I

@20k PATRICK RoBERTS, DIST. BY KNG FEATURES SYNDICATE.

RoBERTS
SCoNpRN [y

AW, TobD DogS THIS EVERY
THANKSGIVING WHEN
HE's AT THE CARD TABLE

You
Got:(lNA
EAT YOUR
GRISTLE?

Garfield = Jim Davis

www.garfield.com

Distributed by Universal Press Syndicate

Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne
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WHY THE HELGA PUT ME ON WHATS IT
LﬁA\léA ZA CE, A TOUGH PIET / CALLEP Z
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THAT WAS A
NUTRITIOUS

YEAH, T
PIPN'T LIKE
IT EITHER
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IWANT TO TALK
TO You!!
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7/ / FROMNOW
ON, YOU'RE

MEFIRST!| | NOW, WHAT DID YOU WAi\lI)

TOTELL M_E< A\
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GETTING A

TWO-WEEK [ |AH..ER..
\y  WINTER | |GEEZ.. D
% VACATION [ |1CAN'T !
% REMEMBER

www.Blondie.com

Beetle Bailey ® Mort Walker

WHILE YOU WERE OUT
SOMEONE VANDALIZED
YOUR PORTRAIT, SIR!

SHA

INVESTIGATE
THIE, 5IR?

YES.I'D LIKE
TO THANK
WHOEVER

LL WE

M MOMWAS CHANNEL -
SRFING LAGT NIGHT
AND SHE CAIGHT AFEW

WELL, SHEHIT
THE CEILING,
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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

(TED, THANK YOU SO MUCH
FOR GETTING THANKSGIVING
DINNER READY WHILE

I WORK LATE.
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NO PROB,

EVERYTHING
OVER THERE2
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Cryptoquip
OWVFG UCU MGEB QRFL

UGoYywoGeo YHGPEB, W

NRGOO HVG QWNLP OCB

LG'0 CMGEOG PH MGEOG.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: [F A DOCUMENTARY
ABOUT FISH IS GREAT, I GUESS YOU MIGHT
DESCRIBE IT AS FINTASTIC.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: M equals V

LOOKS LIKE T'LL
. Y HAVE TO TAKE A

SAL. HOW'S 1| 1 OF WORK HOME
FOR THE LONG

IPOPOAS SeTiEe; BTl AQ POMAISIE ONSIEUNES S1IZ FOOEE)

THE PAST WERE A 60O
THREE 15-HOUR WARM-UP FOE
§ DAYS YOU'VE THE NEXT FOUR.
BEEN PUTTING IN
AT THE OFFICE...
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KLGI

ALGKBCP

UXBCQ
HWKWAH KUJIWAUQWBAP,
QYL IBCAH ACGPL HUKL WQ

YLG XLPQ PYBQ.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: SINCE DAD VERY
MUCH DESPISES POETRY, I GUESS ONE MIGHT
SAY HE'S AVERSE TO VERSE.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Q equals T

Crossword

ACROSS 39 Mischief- 3 Help a

1 Mallard’s maker hood
cousin 40 Texas 4 Piece of

5 Scoundrel A&M instruction

8 Summer athlete 5 Punjab
cabin site 43 Winning potentate

12 Cartoonist and 6 Rib relin-
Goldberg winning quisher

13 “Tobacco 47 Atten- 7 Middle X
Road” dance or O7?
character check 8 Conven-

14 Samoan 49 Concept ient
port 50 Bender? computer

15 Belliger- 51 Doctor’'s 9 Vulgate
ent deity due Bible bks.

16 Big 52 Apparel 10 Friends
scores in 53 Gar- and
Vegas dener’s neighbors

18 Capital of starter 11 Hassle-
Branden- 54 Youngster free
burg 55 Piccadilly 17 Former

20 Restless statue Patriots’

21 La-la owner
preceder DOWN Victor

22 Long 1 Snare 19 Get
March 2 Franc dressed
leader replacer in

2 gsr:gcr;_aut- Solution time: 21 mins.
politician

26 Dulling
influ-
ences

30 Thumbs- . [')

31 ‘L‘JA?n\é?/te s

32 Privy |-G?

33 Character [T]A]l

36 Distorted [E|L|S

M[A|T

38 Mimic

22 Chart

23 Separa-
tion

24 Caustic
solution

25 Producer
(Suff.)

26 “— good
deed”

27 Wapiti

28 Beluga
product

29 Ms.
piggy?

31 Indivisi-
ble

34 Went
like
Colum-
bus

35 Well-
financed
org.?

36 “I — line-
man ...”

37 EIf

39 Bay

40 Clumsy
craft

41 Vanished

42 Mirth

43 Bread
spread

44 Skunk’s
defense

45 Toy block
name

46 Colleen

48 Stern-
ward

1 2

3

10

ACROSS
1 Concorde
letters
4 — glance
7 “Fish
Magic”
painter
8 Profes-
sion
10 Physique
11 Shocked
13 Chairs,
sofa, etc.
16 Exploit
17 Single-
handedly
18 Bambi’s
aunt
19 “Boy!
Did —a
Wrong
Number”
20 Unsigned
(Abbr.)
21 Babe
Ruth
wore it
23 Green
Party
candidate
25 Pan foe
26 Drill
27 Com-
pletely
28 Cheer

up

30 Samuel's 2 Big rig
teacher 3 Adoles-
33 It's often cent
seen with 4 Inert
13-Across gas
36 J.R. 5 Resort
Ewing lake
et al. 6 Leading
37 Comes in man
last 7 Barbra’s
38 Beatle “A Star
with a Is Born”
beat co-star
39 Eternally 8 Pack
40 General to the
on future?
Chinese 9 Ancient
menus ascetic
41 Clinton’s 10 Winter
instru- woe
ment 12 Pavarotti,
e.g.
DOWN 14 Merri-
1 Drudge ment

Solution time: 21 mins.

Yesterday’s answer

4 5
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15 Panty-
hose
shade

19 Annoy

20 Lemon
drink

21 Apart-
ment sign

22 Cry out

23 Reply to
the Little
Red Hen

24 Cactus
buds

25 Hedda
Hopper
trademark

26 — pro-
fundo

28 Com-
merce
Secretary
Don

29 Jargon

30 County of
England

31 Amorous
gaze

32“—a
Wonder-
ful Life”

34 Freeway
sign

35 PBS
science
series
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13

16

Family Circus =« Bill Keane

Bridge

South dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.

NORTH
@®» O 54
¥v72
K Q1093
oA Q4
WEST EAST
S 10862 K Q
YA10854 ¥YJo3
® 65 ®J742
*]2 10973
SOUTH
® AJT3
YK Qo6
® A8
$P+K 865
The bidding:
South West North East
1 NT Pass 3 NT All Pass

Opening lead — five of hearts.

Eliminating the Risk Factor

Declarer occasionally adoptsaline of play espe-
cially designedtoprevent aparticul ar defender from
gainingthelead. Onereason might bethat an oppo-
nent has good tricksthat he can cash. Another rea-
son might beto protect aholding that isvulnerabl e
toattackif led by onedefender rather thantheother.

Today’s deal presented declarer with the latter
type of situation, and he came through with flying
colors. After winning East’sjack of heartswith the
king at trick one, South could count eight certain
winners— threediamonds, threeclubs, aheart anc
aspade. He had excellent chancesfor aninth trick
if the jack of diamondsfell under the A-K-Q, or if
the opposing clubswere divided 3-3.

But beforestaking theoutcomeon either of these
possibilities, South pondered what might happenif
bothsuitsdividedunfavorably. Herealized hecould
overcome J-x-x-x of diamondsin theWest hand by
concedingatrick toWest'sjack onthefourthround
of thesuit. But if East had J-x-x-x and wasgiven
trick withthejack, aheart return could sink thecon-
tract.

Itwasat thispoint that it dawned on Souththat he
had asureway to makeninetricks. Accordingly, at
trick two he led a club to the queen, returned the
diamond three and finessed the eight! When the
eight held, he cashed the ace, crossed to the ace of
clubsand cashed threemorediamondstofinishwith
10tricksinall.

The great advantage of South’s method of play
wasthat it assured afavorable outcome regardl ess
of which opponent had thejack of diamondsor how
thesuit wasdivided. Evenif thefinesse of theeight
had |ost to West, any return he might make would
leave South with at |east nine certain winners.

Tomorrow: A sacrilegiousplay.

(€)2004 King Features Syndicate Inc.

South dealer.
North-South vulnerable.

NORTH
“® O 7643
YK K2
® 9 54
6 5
WEST EAST
@® QJ10 8 ®» K52
¥ 743 ¥ s
*® J2 €® Q10863
A Q108 0 7 32
SOUTH
“@® A
¥YAQII1I096
* A K7
&K T4
The bidding:
South West North East
2 e Pass D @ F* Pass
2w Pass 3w Pass
4 @

* strong, artificial
** negative
Opcning lcad — qucen of spadcs.

A Sacrilegious Play

In planning the play of ahand, itisusually wisetc
rely onwell-established principles. Their efficacy has
been confirmed by the highest authorities, and they
tend to be a good guide for most hands. But — and
here'stherub—“most” implies” notalways,” andthe
conscientious player must constantly watch for the
exceptiontotherule.

Consider thisdeal whereSouthfailedinafrequently
encountered situation. He took the spade queen with
theace, ledalow trumptodummy’seight and returned
aclub. When East followed | ow, South played thejack.

West took the queen and returned atrump. Declarer
played dummy’sking and led another club. Theking
lost to the ace, and West returned athird trump. Even-
tually, South lost a diamond and another club to go
downone.

South failed because he allowed himself to be e
astray by hisholding of the K-J-x of clubsfacing twc
small. Inthegreat majority of hands, it would be nor-
mal toleadtowardtheK-J-x totry todevelopatrickin
thesuit. But inthisdeal, South did not need to scores
trick withtheking or jack of clubs. All heneededtodo
wasto ruff aclubindummy.

Tothat end, South should haveled aclub—any cluk
—fromhishandat trick two, treating hisK -J-x of clubs
asif they werex-x-x. After that, hecould not havebeen
stopped from making the contract.

It was the initial trump lead to dummy — to lead
toward the K-J-x — that opened the door to defeat.
Southmight havefeltthat leadinglow toward dummy’s
6-5of clubswassacrilegious, but thefact remainsthat
violating standard procedure in this case ensures the
contract, whilefollowing it jeopardizesthe contract.

Tomorrow: Therationale of good defense.

(€)2004 King Features Syndicate I nc.
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“I like it when the lunchroom is
noisy. | can’t hear people chewing.”

HAVE YoU
FINISHED
CLEANING YOUR
ROOM?
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“Almost. The only thing | have to do
is get started.”




