Page 12 Colby Free Press Wednesday, December 1, 2004

For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston
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Beetle Bailey ® Mort Walker
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Crossword
ACROSS 35 Trom- 2 Bagel 23 Treated
1 Shut bone topping with
noisily end 3 Mont scorn
5 Wood- 36 Em or Blanc, 24 Brewery
wind Bee e.g. products
9 Law 37 Mountain 4 Slander 26 Lacks
enforcer air 5 Part of the
12 Guadala- 38 Unques- B.&0O. skills
jara tioning 6 Former 27 Batter
greeting 40 Progeny German ingredient
13 Tele- 42 Scooted capital 28 Story
phone, 43 Amateur- 7 Tramcar 29 Scream
slangily ish load 31 Conclu-
14 Flamenco 48 Rage 8 With- sions
cheer 49 Hammer- stands 34 Press for
15 Clarified head 9 Held payment
17 Keanu, in part 10 Toast 35 Upper
“The 50 Inlet enhancer part of a
Matrix” 51 Peculiar 11 Manual dress
18 PC 52 Toolshop laborer 37 Nay
picture supply 16 Expert canceler
19 Author 53 Paradise 20 Through 38 Vivacity,
Sinclair 21 Jet forth to
21 Marsh DOWN 22 Relaxa- Vivaldi
plant 1 That girl tion 39 Semisolid
24 Geometry . . . fat
answer Solution time: 21 mins. 40 Crockpot
25 Anal- TR Blo recipe
gesic’s A T 41 Sea flock
target y H 44 Teachers’
26 Speed D E org.
30 Ar-tee E 45 Pal of
connector D Wynken
31 Salary and
32 Dundee m Blynken
denial a| 46 First
33 Union T lady
events Yesterday’s answer 11-30 47 Hideaway
1 J2 I3 10 [11

ACROSS
1 Vacation-
ing
4 “Take —
Train”
8 Crones
12 One of
the gang
13 Gets
greedy
with
14 Bread
spread
15 Okla-
homa city
16 Bad thing
to be
behind
18 Clark’s
compan-
ion
20 Longing
21 Practice
pugilism
24 Famous
28 Unfaithful
one
32 Expose
33 Fine, to
NASA
34 Arias, e.g.
36 Ad —
37 — -a-brac
39 Beer buys
41 Daub
43 Blue hue
44 Cattle call
46 Hyper
personal-

ity

50 Sports- 4 Ancient
page Greek
announce- poet
ment 5 Polloi

55 Stirrup’s preceder
locale 6 Early

56 Loud bird?
lamenta- 7 Wan
tion 8 Rub

57 Domes- elbows
ticate (with)

58 Perfor- 9 Carte
mance lead-in

59 Proba- 10 Solidify
bility 11 Fa-la

60 Luminary link

61 Reticent 17 X rating

19 Practi-

DOWN tioner

1 October (Suft.)
stone 22 Old Testa-

2 Gradually ment
disap- prophet
pear 23 Archae-

3 Imperfec- ologist’s
tion find
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25 Bath
powder

26 Actor
Estrada

27 Socialist
Eugene

28 Surveil-
lance

29 Dennis
Rodman
nick-
name

30 Tom
Joad,
e.g.

31 Theater
name of
old

35 Splash
every-
where

38 Caravan
pack

40 Whatever
amount

42 Caviar

45 Makes a
decision

47 Pod
dwellers

48 Apiece

49 Bohemian

50 Seesaw
quorum

51 Swindled

52 Disen-
cumber

53 Nosh

54 “] —
Camera”
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Bridge

South dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.

NORTH
S A93
¥YKIJ1I06
®J9o52
A4
WEST EAST
» 742 dJ8O6S
¥82 YA9753
®*KO63 ¢ 84
PKIJB7S5 Q2
SOUTH
K Q10
¥YQ4
®*AQ107
10963
The bidding:
South West North East
1 e Pass 19 Pass
1 NT Pass 3 NT
Opening lead — seven of clubs.

There'saVery Good Reason

Let’ssay you' reinthreenotrump, andWest leads
alow club. How should you proceed?

Your first play from dummy is very important.
You should rise with dummy’s ace despite all pre-
vious experiencethat might have taught you that it
is better to hold up at least once — especially at
notrump — when the enemy attacks your weakest
suit.

Thereisavery goodreasonfor puttinguptheace.
Assumingthat West hasled hisfourth-best club, East
must have the king, queen or jack (because West
would have led the king if he had the K-Q-J-7).
Winning thefirsttrick istherefore sureto block the
clubsif West led from afive-card suit. If the clubs
aredivided4-3, your first play makesnodifference.

Theplay at trick two isalso critical. Ordinarily,
you would force out the ace of hearts rather than
attempt adiamond finesse, but hereyou should re-
versetheusual procedure.

Thereisanexcellent reasonfor tackling diamonds
first. If West has the ace of hearts and king of dia-
monds, the order of playsisirrelevant because the
contractisdoomed. I f East hastheking of diamonds,
with or without the ace of hearts, the contract isin
the bag, whichever red suit isplayed first.

The only case that matters, therefore, isthe one
where West hasthe king of diamonds and East the
aceof hearts. Inthatinstance, playing diamondsfirst
makesthe contract, while playing heartsfirst |oses
the contract.

Tomorrow: A drop in the bucket.
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West dealer.
East-West vulnerable.

NORTH
D10
YAKIJI3
®AKIJO
$QJ104
WEST EAST
M AKOR3 ®dT7642
¥YQ8 ¥96
® Q5 ®108643
K O72 A S
SOUTH
®dQJ>5
Y107542
* 72
$863
The bidding:
West North East South
1 & Dble Pass A 4
Pass 4

Opening lead — king of spades.

A DropintheBucket

Themostimportant aimwhenyouaredeclarer i
tomakethecontractif it canbemade. Similarly, the
most important aim when you are a defender isto
beat the contract if it can be beaten.

Thesegoa smay beachieved by followingafun-
damental principle: You always assume that the
cardslieinaway that will enableyouto attainyour
goal, rather thanin away that will prevent your at-
taining it. Very often this assumption will prove
false, butthereislittleto belost by adoptingthemore
optimistic view.

Hereisatypical case. West |eads the king of
spadesagainst four heartsand must then decidehow
tocontinueat trick two. Theproper play isalow club,
which defeatsthe contract after East takesthe ace,
returnsaclub to West’ sking and getsaclub ruff for
thedefense’sfourth trick.

Most playerswouldn't dare lead aclub from the
king at trick two. The possibility that South might
have the ace would freeze them in their tracks anc
inducethem to makea" safer” play.

Thisisthewrong view. West hasno choicebut to
assume that East has the ace of clubs, because if
South hastheace, thereisnoway to defeat the con-
tract. Hemust al so assumethat theaceisdoubl eton,
for otherwiseit will be next to impossible to score
four tricks.

Itistruethat aclublead might loseatrick, but it
never losesthecontract. Thetrick that might bel ost
isadrop in the bucket compared with what could
belost by not leading aclub.

Tomorrow: Two-for-onedeal.
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BILLY, WHAT
DO YOU THINK
YOU'LL BE
WHEN YoU
GRADUATE FROM
COLLEGE?
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: [ HAVE TO ADMIT I
LOVE ~ WINNIE-THE-POOH ~ CHARACTERS.
WOULD YOU SAY I'M TIGGER-HAPPY?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: P equals T

DOPCK GPZXJOZ.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: DO INDIVIDUALS
THAT ARE REMOVING APPLE CENTERS
CONSIDER THEMSELVES A CORE GROUP!

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Z equal S
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“A,E, I, 0O and U are vowels and the
other letters are continents.”




