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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston

“WOURCAT?--YOU'RE.
KEEPING HER,NOW?,

M NOT S0 SURE.

| HEARD YOU SHOUTING.
WHATS UP?Z

SORRY,
VIVIAN. | CAN'T
FIND My CAT.
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THAT'S YOUR COUSIN ZEKE, THE
FARMER...HE GREW LIMA BEANS
AND CORN...
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{1 MUST'VE

UP WITH USED THAT ONE

SUCCO?

WHAT ARE YOU POING,
YOU 8TUPID LITTLE DOG?
BLRYING A STUPID BONE?

I BURIED
YOUR STUPIP
CIGARETTES

STUPID
poe!
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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

MUCH WORK TONY’S GIVEN US, ALICE.
WE ALL ARE...

THANK YOU FOR
READING THE

YOUR LOCAL SOURCE FOR:

NEWS -« WEATHER
SPORTS

155 W. 5th « 785-462-3963

(T KNOW YOU'RE FRUSTRATED WITH HOW) BUT YOU CAN'T START
LASHING OUT AT HIM.

AFTER ALL, WHAT’S
THAT GOING TO GET
Youz

WELL, I HOPE THAT
COMES WITH

A 401(K) PLAN,
BECAUSE YOU
MIGHT NEED IT.
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: CONCERT PIANISTS
MIGHT ALSO BE GOOD CHESS PLAYERS.
THEY'RE BOTH GRAND MASTERS.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Q equal E

Mom makesunredistic promise
Abigail

Van Buren

e Dear Abby

DEARABBY: A promisel made
tomy childistearing meapart. My
7-year-old son, “Lyle,” has been
talking alot about death. A while
back, we were in the car and he
brought thesubjectupagain. Hesaid
how sad he would be in heaven
alone, and asked that should any-
thing ever happentohim, if | would
gowithhim. | promisedthat | would,
and it seemed to make him feel
much better. We talked about how
we would fly down to Earth and
touch our loved ones to give them
comfort, even though they would
never seeus.

That promisel madeiskillingme
now, because, God forbid if some-
thingbaddidhappentoLyle, | could
never gowithhim. | havefour other
childrenwhoneedme. I'mafraidif
| takeback thepromisethat gavemy
son so much comfort, it will upset
him.Also, | needtoknowwhy, at his
tender age, Lyleistalking so much
about death. Isthisnormal ? Some-
timesit scaresme.

—TORN MOTHERIN
VERMONT

DEAR TORN MOTHER: Do
not “ takeback” thepromise. Your
son was asking for reassurance
that you would never |leave him,
and you gaveit to him. Because
you areconcer ned about thispre-
occupationwith death, gently try
todraw himout when hebringsit
up again. If you are not satisfied
with hisresponses, enlist theaid of
achild psychologist.

DEARADDby: | dated” Carter” for
five months. During that time, he
bought me all kinds of presents,
from flowersto tires for my car. |
never asked Carter for anything. In
fact, | told himtwicethat therewere
“toomany presents.” Heresponded
that | wasinsultinghim, andtoldme
| shouldjust accept themgraciously
and say thank you.

| tried to reciprocate by doing
things for him. | would cook him
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dinner every timehecameover, and
give him fresh produce from our
garden. | evenloaned Carter my car
when hiswasin the shop.

Now that we are broken up, heis
demanding that | returnall hisgifts
and pay him $300for thetiresor he
will sueme. (I haveproof they were
gifts, and given with love.) | feel
Carter iswrong. Should | givehim
back thethingsand pay him?

— SORRY | EVERMET HIM

DEAR SORRY: Onceadgift is
given,itbelongstotherecipientto
dowith asshe(or he) wishes. How-
ever, in this case, since you now
know they were intended as
stringstobind youtohim, it might
bebetter toreturnthemandberid
of him onceand for all.

P.S.Hecan sueyou if hewishes,
but whether he could WIN isan-
other matter.| hopefor hissakehe
won't decidetotry.

DEARABBY: | was having a
snack inarestaurant afew daysago.
A mother and her two young chil-
dren were sitting at the next table.
Theyounger child— aboy about 3
— picked up the salt shaker and
licked the top of it. The mother in-
structed the older child to take the
salt shaker to an unoccupied table
and exchange it for another salt
shaker.

Should| havespokentoher about
it, or takenit off the other table my-
self and turned it over to an em-
ployee? | feel | should have done
something, but | didn’t.

— FEELING GUILTY

DEAR FEELING GUILTY:
You should have informed your
server or themanager of theres-

taurant about what you saw, sc
theitem could havebeenremoved
and sanitized. And shameon that
mother for what shewasteaching
her older child. Mother of the
year, she'snot.

DEARABBY: Theletter fromthe
“Worried Mom” made me laugh,
remembering when | was in high
school. A group of friendsand | de-
cidedto“kidnap” four other friends
and take them out for breakfast be-
fore school. We surprised them in
their beds, intending to take them
out inpublicintheir pajamas.

Allwaswell until thethird house.
Likethegirl intheletter, our friend
“Angie” slept in the nude. | have
never seenanyoneblushharder than
shedid that morning.

— CHRISTAIN SALT LAKE
CITY

DEAR CHRISTA: | guessthe

“surprise” wasonYOU.

DEAR ABBY: | suspect that
“WorriedMom” reacted sostrongly
because she’s terrified of her
daughter’s awakening sexuality,
and Mom equates nudity with sex,
and sex is“wrong.”

Now Mom hastwotasksahead of
her. Thefirstistoovercomeher own
hang-ups. The second isto have &
frank discussion with her daughter
about how to protect herself in
sexual situations. Pleasetell her tc
stop worrying. Sleeping nude | S
more comfortable.

—DOESITTOO

DEARD.I.T.: What wasit that
Marilyn Monroe used to say? At
bedtime her preferred attirewas
Chanel No. 5.
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“You have to be strong to use an

unabridged dictionary.”

Opening lead — king of diamonds.
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whoisknown fromthebidding to haveno
morediamonds, isforced to return aheart

or aclub.

Ineither case, Southruffsinhishandand
discardsdummy’slast diamondto makethe

slam.

In effect, declarer substitutes one heart

|oser for two diamond | osers.

The exchange is very profitable, since
South winds up plus 1,630 points instead

of minus 100.
Tomorrow: Bidding quiz.

(€)2004 King Features Syndicate Inc.




