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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston

COME HERE,YOU,
ADMIT [T, LIZ. SHES
TOO CUTE TO

GET MAD (Q\@
iy I

I'M USED 10 D0GS,
VIV. THEY JUST
SCUTTLE INTO A
CORNER WHEN
YOU'RE ANGRY.

o CATS
DISAPPEAR!
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Geech ® Jerry Bittle

SERIOUSLY!
TAIS THING CAN
COMPLETELY
VANISHI

WHiIMPERRR |i] CAN1PLEASE

COME OUT Now?

PLEEEASE? TLL BE
Tgf;"f(-o{) GooD! T PROMISE |
1D PUT

You IN
THERE
\F You
| DIDN'T
BEHAVE
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Garfield = Jim Davis

SANTA CLAUS KNOWS IF
YOU'RE GOOD OR BAD

www.garfield.com

THAT'S
COoOoL

WHICH PROVES THE!

REALLY ARE SMAR
THAN WE

RE !

MAYBE THATS WHY
PEOPLE HAVE ALWAYS
ASSOCIATED THEM
WITH MySTERY AND
MAGIC]

0
Sl

BLECHH! How LoNG
WAS 1T IN THAT LITTLE
BAFFROOM, AN HOUR™?

JUST UNDER
A MINUTE

CROSS COUNTRY
us LINES
I

BUT DOES HE KNOW I'M
PANGEROUS?

S14B14 1V "ONI ‘SMVd b00Z @

Crossword
ACROSS 39 Curmudg- DOWN
1 Fool eonly 1 Cut lumber
4 Likely cry 2 Humiliate
7 Basketball 41 Session 3 Trattoria
ploy with a selection
12“The — shrink 4 Dental
Daba 45 Desires distress
Honey- 47 Guitar’s 5 Bout
moon” kin before the
13 Magnon 48 “You main event
preceder betcha!” 6 Raise a
14 Old-time 52 Greek glass to
market- cross 7 Chantilly,
place 53 Sandy’s for one
15 Verb in a mistress 8 Past
limerick's 54 New 9 “Embrace-
first line Haven able —’
16 Atten- collegian 10 Coffee
dance 55 Double vessel
check curve 11 Mr. Sajak
18 NYC hrs. 56 Milkmaid’s 17 Interver-
19 Borden burden tebral
mascot 57 1940s structure
20 Unwilling headline 21 Concen-
fo listen word trate
22 “Monty 58 Sandra or 23 Shrivel
Python” Ruby with heat
opener Solution time: 25 mins.
23Sect_|on DII|F B|O|C|A D|A|U|B
27 Resis- ESLIEVEi'ELSA
tance wlH| 1 |P[L]A|s|HP[O|E|T
unit plo TIE[L[L[E[R]S
29 Warning |Gl UFLT QF
. AlL|L Y|C|L|E
signal L[1]o|N s[nlalw
31 Quickly L[AlP]A i[c[e
34 Put up i? M Als[P[E[R
35 Posh DEEDNRNE NEE |
37 Pouch O|L|E|O S|L|{I|[P|S|H|[O|D
P{L|A|N T|O|F|U O[|W|E
38 Temple U. [galn[s SWAMITLC
team 12

24 Pink-slip

25 Sinbad’s
bird

26 Stick with
a kick

28 Whammy

30 Calf-feed-
teria

31 Big bother

32 Basilica
bench

33 The whole
enchilada

36 Longest
wholly
Spanish
river

37 Woman,
to an
Aussie

40 Veep who
resigned

42 Made
public

43 Emperor’s
edict

44 Don’t
discard

45 Salt Lake
squad

46 Use a
teaspoon

48 Upper
limit

49 — shoe-
string

50 One
(Pref.)

51 Love, ina
sense
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Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne

V 1L Never ForeeT THE
FIRST WOoRPS MY MOTHER
SAIP AFTER SHE MET You /!
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- HOW ABOUT
VOUR LAW FIRM
SPONSORING
Us, CLAUDIA?

ARE YOU BOYSIN
THE BOWLING
LEAGUE AGAIN
THIS YEAR?

WE SURE ARE,
AND WE NEED
A SPONSOR
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HO! HO!

MY, HA! HA!
A( HA! HA! HA!

LAW FIRM,
HO! HO! HO!
SPONSOR

www.Blondie.com

Beetle Bailey ® Mort Walker

I COULP GO OVERYOUR
SPEECH AND MAKE
IMPROVEMENTS,

\
YOU THINK
802 GIVEIT
A TRY :

N

[T'M NOT LIKE YOU, SAL. T DON'T HAVE THE
PATIENCE TO ANALYZE A SITUATION AND ACT

Cryptoquip
C ZRUWYI

CM XCKKRJRV

SIY XISQYW WLICUB

PLITCKSUYV. SMHYID S§IJJ,

HPYQ'IY PCBP ZCUWYV.
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF A BUILDING WERE
PRETTY, WITH [VY COVERING MUCH OF IT, IT
WOULD BE SIMPLY DE-VINE!
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: J equal L

NOTONK 16 IT THE SIZE OF A

Wiz

IF SOMEONE LIKE
TONY BEHAVES
IRRATIONALLY

WITH ME, THEN I

RESPOND IN KIND.

I THINK

SHOE BOK, THERES NOECIZEEI’\X, BRICKS W\VE
CAMEKA,ORINTEKNET% 22 IERON.

T

y King Featurss Syndicate

I GUESS...
IF YOU'RE
LEWIS CARROLL.

©2004 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.

LZ D XHYGQXLOU XWDMUR

BHWWUMIDWW, MHQ'BU
EHPPD PFLOS FU'R IU
LDOPDIPLG DP JXLSLOE.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: [ WONDER [F
PICCOLOS ARE PLAYED DURING HURRICANES.
AFTER ALL, THEY'RE HIGH WINDS.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: X equal P
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53
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ACROSS
1 Filch
4 Margarine
servings
8 Ata
snail's
pace
12 Citric
beverage
13 Moises
of base-
ball
14 Uris’
18"
15 Bro’s
counter-
part
16 Biz
letter-
head
abbr.
17 Mideast
VIP
18 Stun
21 Find a
tenant
22 “Guinness
Book”
suffix
23 Swell
26 Font
widths
27 Resume
30 Reddish
steed
31 Place-
kicker’'s
pride
32 Assis-
tance
33 Request

34 Saturn 52 Exam
auto format
model 53 Proof

35 Ex- letters
governor
Ventura  DOWN

36 Blunder 1 Small

37 Witness barrel

38 Subject 2 Valhalla
of an VIP
“Annie” 3 Mexican
song money

45 In eager 4 Mail boat
anticipa- 5 Soaring
tion 6 Pamplona

46 “An apple runner
— .. 7 Highest-

47 Sitcom ranking
star 8 Refine
Romano 9 Prom

48 Hayseed transport

49 Toy-shop 10 Hodge-
offering podge

50 “All the 11 Become
Things distorted
You —" 19 Family

51 Disarray 20 Ninny

Solution time: 27 mins.

23 Support
system?

24 Part of
UCLA

25 Squirrels’
hangout

26 Along
time

27 — -relief

28 Half the
ramifica-
tions?

29 Praise in
verse

31 Whirlwind

32 Command
to Fido

34 Annoy

35 The good
doctor

36 Squeaks
past

37 La—
Opera
House

38 Injury

39 Malaria
symptom

40 Plagia-
rizes

41 Blood-
hound’s
clue

42 “Axis of
evil”
member

43 Token,
maybe

44 Kept
under sur-
veillance
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Family Circus =« Bill Keane

Bidding Quiz

You open One Spade and partner responds Twa
Clubs. What would you bid now with each of the
following four hands?

1. SAK952HA73D 10CA984

2.SKJI875HKJIJDAQG6CAT72

3.SAJ632HAMUDKQ7C5
4.SAJIB63H4DAJIB5CAQS

1. Four clubs. An opening bid of oneof asuitin-
dicatesabout 12to 21 pointsin high cardsand dis-
tribution. Because thisis a very wide range, the
opener at his second turn isunder a strong obliga-
tionto definethequality and natureof hishand. He
doesthisby makingaminimumrebid onaminimum
hand, amaximum rebid on amaximum hand, or ar
in-between bid on an in-between hand.

Thishand—withfour quick tricksand attractive
distribution— isnot aminimumto beginwith, and
it rises even more in value when partner responds
inclubs. Slamisnow adistinct possibility, andthese
glad tidings are best conveyed by ajump-raisein
clubs.

2. Threenotrump. Herea soyou havevalueswell
beyond aminimum openingbid, soyouleaptothree
notrumptoindicate18or 19 high-card pointsaswell
asanotrump type of hand.

3. Two spades. All handsrise or fall in value as
thebidding progresses. Thus, had partner respondec
two spades, youwoul d have had enough for ajump
to four spades. Hands that fit well rise sharply in
value.

In the same way, handsthat fit badly depreciate
invalue. Whiletwo clubsisaconstructiveresponse
showing 10 or more points, it does not help your
hand onebit— and, infact, hurtsit. All that can be
done at this point isto rebid your spades and hope
tohear from partner again. If he passestwo spades,
that isprobably the best contract.

4. Twodiamonds. Herethemajor effortisdirected
toward describing your 5-1-4-3 distribution. You
plantojump-rai seclubsat thenext opportunity anc
in this way — having bid spades, diamonds and
clubs—identify your extravaluesand singleton (or
void) in hearts.

Your 16 high-card points and club fit appear to
justify an immediate jump-rebid of some sort, but
this should be deferred until next timein theinter-
ests of painting as precise a picture of your distri-
bution aspossible.

Tomorrow: Card-reading par excellence.

(€)2004 King Features Syndicate Inc.

South dcalcr.
North-South vulnerable.

NORTH
» 642
¥763
*AQI103
$P$0OQJO
WEST EAST
@®»Jos8 ® Q10753
¥YQJos54 YK 108
* 7 ® 8542
A 1085 *° 7
SOUTH
»> A K
A2
®KJ9oo
*K 6432
The bidding:
South West North East
1 & 1 ¥ 2 e 2 v
3% Pass 4 o Pass
5
Opening lead — seven of diamonds.
Card-Reading Par
Excellence

Occasionally, anexpert declarer will makeaplay
that seemsfoolish at thetimeand yet provesamaz-
ingly successful. Whensuchaplay islater analyzed,
though, it usually turns out that the declarer knew
exactly what hewas doing, and that what appeared
tobearemarkableplay wasactually basedonsimple
logic.

Consider thisdeal where Southreachedfiveclubs
asshownandWest |edadiamond. Declarer took the
diamond with the jack and played alow trump to
dummy’s queen.

South then returned to hishand with aspade anc
led another low trump. When West again followed
low, declarer played dummy’snine! After thenine
held, South continued withthejack and solost only
aclub and aheart to make the contract.

How did South know to finesse the nine of
trumps?No, it wasnot because hecaught aglimpse
of West’s hand; on the contrary, it was because he
deduced that West's playsindicated he had started
with the A-10-8-5 of trumps.

From declarer’s viewpoint, there could be no
good reason for West to lead adiamond rather than
a heart unless the diamond was a singleton. This
inference at trick one was reinforced at trick four
when South led the second trump toward dummy’s
Q-9 and West followed with the eight.

Itwasnow extremely unlikely that West had only
the A-8-5 of trumps, because if he did, he woulc
surely havegoneupwiththeaceandtriedto put his
partner onleadwithaheartinorder toget adiamond
ruff. It followed that West’ soriginal trump holding
wastheA-10-8-5andthat hewasexpectingtoscore
a second trump trick with the ten after declarer
played dummy’sjack. Finessing dummy’sninewas
thereforethe only sensiblething for South to do.
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“No! How ’bout a MICKEYvan?”

MAYBE
WE SHOULD
CONSIDER A
MINIVAN.
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“Wow! Look how the wind makes

. ~
n’i‘l—\ \ \):\\ ”M\%

the trees dance!”




