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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston

AND NOW, WE'LL BRING 4
PEOPLE. WHO HATE EACH

OTHER ONTO THE SET TO
FIGHT AND SCREAM
OBSCENITIES]

§ GIVES BIRTH TO HER

WE'LL BEE CLE-M
HOARKWAD'S
colLoNoscory !

. TONIGHT, LUCINDA DWILFF
5 OWN SISTER ! LATER,
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=Y HE SAYS THE QUEEN WoulLp
HER YOU MAKE AN

APPOINTMENT W/TH HER

SECRETARY — THE QUEEN

THAT'S THE OL'
CHRISTMAS SPIRIT!

How T™E PROS

SHOW 15 X-

PROBLEMS WITH
INTIMACY ? SEE
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T PM ONLY 13,
AND ALREADY I'M
BORED WITH REALITY.

Do Tl —THIS

WHAT? WHAT?
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Your. BAFFRooml!

HE MUST HAVE
BEEN TALKING ABOUT
MY CHURISTMAS

3A4959H SWBIH IV "ONI 'SMYd b00Z ©

P

Blondie ® Chic Young

L] WANT TO BUY SOMETHING
DIFFERENT FOR DAD THIS CHRISTMAS

WHAT'S WRONG WITH A
TIE OR A SWEATER?

eserved

eatures Syndicate, Inc. World Rights r

© 2004 by King Feat
u o,
N

| L WE ALWAYS GET HIM THE
SAME OLD THING
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HE'S THE
SAME OLD
DAD EVERY
YEAR
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AH! I HAVE THE WHOLE
DAY TO GOOF OFF!

YOU RESTED RIGHT THROUGH
YOUR DAY OF REST

Friendly game means big bucks
Abigail

Van Buren

e Dear Abby

DEARABBY: My friend, “Wil-
ma,” recently purchased a house
with her husband, “Ken.” They fre-
quently host “ poker nights” andin-
vitequiteafew other friends—and
friendsof friends.

Since Wilmais presently unem-
ployed, she has instituted a new
policy for the games: Everyone
must donate a percentage of their
winningsto the house. Thishas of -
fended quite afew of the players.
Many of us have offered to bring
snacks, drinks, etc., but thedonation
rule stands and isvery muchin ef-
fect.

May | add that Ken was shocked
when Wilma asked for the money.
How can we confront her without
coming acrossasrude?

— CONCERNED IN CALI-
FORNIA

DEAR CONCERNED: Why
areyou worried about offending
someonewho isextorting money
from you? | don’t know how
many people participatein these
“poker nights,” but with a per-
centageof every hand goingtothe
house, Wilma must be making a
tidy sum. It shouldn’t be neces-
sary to “confront her.” If | were
you, |'d alternate hosting these
gamesamong the participants.

DEARABBY: My father,whois
still living, sexually abused mefor
six or seven yearsduring my child-
hood. That was 21 years ago. | be-
lieve he has gotten help for his
“problem” and won't harm anyone
else, butl can'tbesure. | havetalked
toDadaboutit,and hesayshewould
never hurt anyone like that again,
that what he did was very wrong,
and he'ssorry he ever hurt me.

About six yearsago, another fam-
ily member asked meif | had been
sexually abused, and | told her noat
the urging of my parents and my
husband. She and | both have chil-
dren. | allow my son to stay with
Dad, but not my daughter. Theother
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family member has sons who stay
with Dad occasionally.
| feel guilty for not telling her the
truth. | would never forgive myself
if something happened to her kids
becausel lied. Should| speak upand
let the chips fall where they may,
even though it could hurt alot of
people?Or should| justbequietand
observe? It hastaken alot of cour-
agetowritethisletter, and your ad-
vicewould be appreciated.
— UNSURE IN THE PRAI-
RIES
DEAR UNSURE: Has it oc-
curred to you that your relative
asked you that question because
your father had also abused her?
Asking someone if a parent has
abused her (or him) isnot some-
thingthat ordinarily comesupin
conversation for no reason. Yes,
you should definitely level with
her —andthenlistentowhat she
hastosay. You oweittoher andthe
childrentobehonest.
P.S. Child molester shavebeen
known to abuse children of both
genders, sodon’t procrastinate.

DEARABBY: | am 19 and have
beeninlovewith“Rob” ever since
| wasinfifthgrade. | neverfelt good
enough for him. Now that we'rein
college, I finally expressed my feel -
ings, and we are starting arelation-
ship. My only problemispeopletell
me that being with Rob is wrong
because my sister ismarried to his
first cousin. Is there some kind of
rulethat being together istaboo?

— CONFUSED IN AMERI-
CAN SAMOA

DEARCONFUSED: Not that |

ever heardof. Youand Rob arenot

blood relatives, and | know of no
taboo against marrying him
should you both decideto tiethe
knot.

DEARABBY: When | read the
letter from “ All Tipped Out,” com-
menting on the increasing number
of “tipjars’ sheencountersin busi-
ness establishments, | had to write
and say | couldn’t agree more.

| first noticed the phenomenon
about 15 years ago, at awine-and-
cheesefund-raiser for an organiza-
tiontowhich | belonged. | wasflab-
bergasted to see that the people
pouringthewinehad atipjar onthe
bar. | assumed that we had hired
these peopleaspart of the contract,
and certainly never expected to see
themblatantly solicitingtips. How-
ever, | couldn’t convince the event
organizersto do anything about it.

Sincethen, | haveseentipjarson
the open bars at weddings. Only
once have | seen the father of the
bridehavethegood senseand righ-
teousindignation to order them re-
moved immediately.

Thereisnoreasontotoleratepaid
hel phustling one'sinvited guestsfor
tips. You wouldn’t put up with this
at acatered event at your home.

— PAT C.,,HOCKESSIN, DEL.

DEAR PAT: Good point.
Frankly, | too was surprised at
how prevalent the practice has
become.

Editor’snote: Dear Abbyiswrit-
ten by Abigail Van Buren, alsc
known as Jeanne Phillips, and was
founded by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Write Dear Abby at
www.Dear Abby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, Calif. 90069.
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WITH MY LIST!

SHOULD I BE
FRIGHTENED THAT
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Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: C equals H

Thisdeal occurredinthesemifinal of the
1993 World Team Championship in the
match between the Netherlands— which
won the title— and the United States. A
thoughtful defensive play by Sam Lev of
theUnited Statesled tothedefeat of acon-
tract that woul d otherwisehave succeeded.

When the Dutch sat North-South, they
reached three notrump as shown. West,
Cliff Russell, ledtheclubjack, whichrode
to South’s ace. Declarer then played the
spade eight and ducked it to East’sten.

Lev, East, now madetheinspired return
of thediamond five.

He knew that if declarer played low,
dummy’s queen would almost surely win
what would have turned out to be South’s
ninth trick.

But he also knew two things declarer
didn’t know: that the spades were not
breaking, andthat theopposing clubswere
blocked and couldn’t berun.

As Lev hoped, South was unwilling to
risk losing thelead to West, who could re-
turnaclub through the queen. Instead, de-
clarer rose with the diamond ace, took a
successful heart finesse and cashed his
heart winners. Expecting next to run the
spades, he played the ace and got the bad
news, at which point the position was:

North [§] 6;[D] Q7;[C] Q5

West [D]J9;[C] 1087

East [S]QJ[D] K6 [C]K

South [S] K 94;[D] 104

South could have recovered by, for ex-
ample, playingtheking and another spade,
discarding aclub from dummy. East could
score a spade, a club and a diamond, but
would havetoyield atrick to the diamond
gueen at the end. Instead, declarer led a
spade to the king and a diamond to the
gueen— down one.

Attheother table, theU.S. Northwound
up asdeclarer inthree notrump and had no
troublemakingninetricksafter aheartlead.

Tomorrow: Solution to adilemma.
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“Jeffy’s outsourcing his lunch again!”

Crossword
ACROSS 40 Mongrel DOWN 20 Slaughter
1 Afflicted 41 Has 1 Condi- of base-
4 Recrea- 43 Bicycle tions ball lore
tion attach- 2 Prune 21 Part of a
9 Yon ment 3 Main- Wicked
maiden 45 Immobi- lander’s Witch
12 Adversary lize memento costume
13 Nevada 47 George’s 4 Mr. 22 Oriental
resort brother Spielberg nurse-
area 48 Actress 5 Proces- maid
14 Stipend Irving sions 23 Fresh-
15 Peter 49 Band in 6 Resis- water
Parker’s a 1984 tance algae
alter ego parody unit genus
17 Rangers’ 54 Round 7 Friars 27 Clothing
place Table Club protector
18 Eggs address event 29 Authentic
19 Motes 55 Dialogue 8 Alley 30 Rodgers
21 Squan- 56 Census target partner
dered stat 9 Kitchen- 32 Salaman-
24 Fork 57 Bake- wall con- der
feature sale venience 34 Group of
25 Pump org. 10 Cabbie advisers
up the 58 Bridge 11 Keeps 37 Strand
volume positions tabs on 39 Annoy
26 Kan. 59 Acknowl- 16 Minutia repeat-
neighbor edge for edly
28 Home- applause Seurat 42 Old photo
bound, to - N . . shade
Santa Solution time: 24 mins. 44 Actor
Claus Mineo
31 Picnic 45 Pad-
hamperer locked
33 Oft-brack- fastener
eted word 46 Leave
35 Writer out
Teasdale 50 Office-
36 Crowd, holders
some- 51 Bill
times 52 Past
38 “Non- 53 Chapel
sense!” seat
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