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Kyler Britt visited with Santa Claus earlier this week at Santa City. Children will have plenty of
chances next week to visit with the jolly old elf to tell him their Christmas wishes. Santa City will
be open from 1-5 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday and from 6-8 p.m. every night next week.
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Eighteen bids reviewed

Council approves
water well projects

By PATTY DECKER

Free Press Editor

The Colby City Council ap-
proved morethan $500,000for use
ingettingawater well and itswater
lineintotownupandrunning at the
meeting held earlier thisweek.

ChrisMiller with Miller andAs-
sociatesin McCook, Neb., project
engineer, said there were 18 hids
received for either the water well
constructionor transmissionmain.

The council approved the low
bidder on each project, awarding
Woofter Pump and Well, Inc.,
Hoxie, for the water well at
$272,000 and Midlands Contract-
ing, Inc., Kearney, Neb., for the
transmission main at $231,628.

This project became a necessity
in order to accommodate future
growthwhilealsoalleviating stress
ontheremaining wellsafter losing
one city well to contamination
caused by theformer Ace Services,
Fourth and Convesse.

Other biddersfor the water well
included Sargent Drill Co., Broken
Bow, Neb., at $299,582; Clark Well
and Equipment Co, Great Bend, at
$311,848; Interstatel rrigation, Inc.,
Yuma, Colo., at $321,200; Western
Sprinklers, Inc., Colby, at
$334,296; and Layne Western,
Kearney, Neb., at $371,7233.

Those bidders not accepted for
thetransmission main, whichwhen
completedwould connect thewater
well into Colby were: Elk Creek
Backhoe and Trenching, Inc.,
Arapahoe, Neb. at $237,094;
Starostka Group Unlimited, Inc.,
Grand Island, Neb. at $237,860;
Van Kirk Brothers Contracting,
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The map shows the proposed watermain area and well location.

Inc., Sutton, Neb., at $241,544;
APAC-Kansas, Inc., Hays, at
$259,078; Myers Construction,
Co., Broken Bow, Neb., at
$264,379; BSB Construction,
Inc.,Topeka, at $288, 925; Morris
Plumbing Plus, St. Francis, at
$294,221; Deep Creek Construc-
tion, Inc., Lincoln, at $297,335;
Insterstate Irrigation, Inc., Yuma,
Colo., at $299,748; Woofter Con-
structionandIrrigation, Inc., Colby,
$306,262, and Western Sprinklers,
Inc., Colby, at $360,125.
Millertoldthecouncil itwastheir
opinion that probable construction
costwouldbe$193,500for thewell,
whichwaslow; however, thetrans-
mission main bids came in lower
that projected costs at $376,605.
Althoughthebidswereopposite
of theengineer’sestimates, hesaid,

the total project is still coming in
under estimates.

The council also approved
Mayor Warren Hixson's recom-
mendations for various appoint-
ments.

On the Thomas County Eco-
nomic Development Alliance, the
reappointment of JunelleHillswas
approvedwith her termtoexpirein
December of 2007.

L oretta Weeks was reappointec
to the Housing Authority with her
term to expire in December 2008.
JoA nne Sunderman wasappointec
tofill theunexpiredterm of Roberte
Heaton, which will expirein De-
cember of 2005.

The council also approved the
routefor thethird annual Northwest
KansasGreat StridesWalk onMay,
21 from 8 a.m. until noon.

State’s archeology highlight of lecture at Prairie Museum

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

The past could be the future for
some Thomas
County resi-
dents.

High Plains | ©
Archeology
Group of Colby
hosted a lecture
Sunday at the
PrairieMuseum [
of Art and His-
tory on Kansas
archaeol ogy.

DanRowlison, curator of Cotton-
wood Ranchin Studley, near Hoxie,
gavethepresentation, talking about
everything from Pawnee earth

D. Rowlison

lodges to |ce Age mammal's that
onceroamed over the plains.

Rowlison, an archaeologist,
started with the state historical so-
ciety inthe 1970s and is familiar
with what the state hasto offer, es-
pecialy partsthat haven't beensur-
veyed or excavated significantly.

“WesternKansasisalmostvirgin
territory archaeologically,” hesaid.

TheHighPlainsof westernKan-
sas remain mostly untouched be-
cause most of the state’s surveys
and digs took place in the eastern
third.

Rowlison said this was because
of road, sewer and housing devel-
opmentsduringtheearly half of the
20th century, which uncovered

Colby
Hoxie

Thenumbers
Thursday’s high, 56

L ow thismorning, 29
Year ago today, 36 and 10

December, 0.00
Snowfall, 0.00

Soil temperature, 37
Thesources:

460-TEMP.

Tonight...Mostly clear intheeveningthenbecoming partly cloudy.
Lowsinthelower 30s. West winds 5 to 10 mph. Satur day...Partly
cloudy. Warmer. Highsin the upper 60s. Southwest winds 10 to 15
mphwith higher gusts. Satur day night...Partly cloudy. Lowsinthe
upper 30s. West winds10to 15mph. Sunday...Partly cloudy. Breezy.
Much colder. Highs in the upper 40s. North winds 15 to 25 mph.
Sunday night...Mostly cloudy with a 20 percent chance of snow.
Cooler. Lowsinthelower 20s. M onday...Mostly cloudy with a20
percent chance of snow. Cooler. Highsin the mid 30s.

Recordsfor thisdate, 67in 1952 and -17in 1972
Precipitation past 24 hoursto 8 am. today, 0.00

TheforecastisfromtheNational Weather Service, and other num-
bersare from the Northwest Research-Extension Center, Colby. A
recorded forecast updated throughout the day is available by call-
ing (785) 899-7119. Current temperatures are available by calling

many sites. And, he said, much of
the work done in the state hasn’t
been written up.

That is a concern, because with
each passing day, more sites and
knowledgearelost.

Concerns over preserving the
statesheritageaside, Rowlisonalso
gave an overview of what archae-
ology encompassesand someof the
sitesthat areaready excavatedand
documented.

“Archaeology itself isn’t all
about digging,” he said. Instead, it
involves site surveys, which in-
volvesgoing out to seeif anything
can befound.

Hedescribed archaeol ogy asthe
study of remnants of past human

activity and used slidestoillustrate
the state’srich past.

Several examples he used were
theSalinaburia mound, theevolu-
tion of pottery inthe state, hunting
methods, themigration of different
cultures as well as the different
structures different plains peoples
used over theyears.

AndRowlisonsaidrecorded his-
tory inthestateiswhat peoplecould
consider recent, relatively speak-
ing.

Everything in Kansas up to the
summer of 1541 isconsidered pre-
historic, hesaid, and everything af-
ter historicsincethat istheyear re-
corded history began in Kansas
with the advent of Hernando

Coronado’sjourney acrossthestate
and the American southwest in
search of Cibola, the fabled seven
citiesof gold.

“History doesn’t exist until you
have awritten record,” Rowlison
said.

Western Kansas also has pe-
troglyphs. Some were found in
Russell and Lyons counties.

The state also used to have an-
thropomorphic (human-like) stone
figures but Rowlison said archae-
ologists know of only oneremain-
ing sitein Kansas. He said thefig-
ureswerefoundfromNorth Dakota
to the Texas Panhandle.

Other stoneartifactsincludetipi
rings, but many have been lost to

farming.

Healsobriefly discussed burial s
and how they’ rehandled, using the
Salinaburial pitasaprimeexample.

The pit had more than 100 buri-
alsin it and the remains were on
display wherethey wereuncovered.
It wasdiscovered by ahighway pa-
trolman and excavated, but has
sincebeen covered over withacon-
crete dome and grass. Rowlison
saidtheburial swereclaimed by the
Caddoan-speaking Pawnee.

Archaeologists, hesaid, don’tgo
out looking for burial mounds anc
don’t dig them anymore unless
they’ re going to be affected or de-
stroyed by constructionor devel op-
ment.

Fair board gives nod to race contract in 2005

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

Pencil inAug. 5and 6 onthecal-
endar for theracesat the 2005 Tho-
mas County Fair. The fair board
approvedthedatesaswell asacon-
tract with Kerry Wark to run the
racesat next year’sfair at its meet-
ing Thursday.

“It's basically the same contract
wehadlastyear,” Wark said. “We' d
beinterestedindoing it again.”

He said the only thing changing
wasthe dates.

Wark alsosaidthey’ restill trying
todecidewhat classeswill runnext
year. He talked about the possibil-
ity of IMCA stocks and drawing
racersfrom Denver.

mmm Briefly

He said a members of a group
from Denver havesigned uptorun
racesin Colby aspart of atour this
summer and hopesto draw someof
them back for thefair races.

Another possibility isan exhibi-
tionof old stock cars, but Wark said
if it happens, it would be later in
August. He said they’re talking
about it but doesn’t know if any-
thing will comefromiit.

Wark also gave an update on the
Thomas County Amusement
Association’sactivities.

He said the association will be
switching out some gamesfor new
ones at next year’s fair, but there
won't be any other new additions.

“We' regoingtotakeayear off on

Commissioners to meet

TheThomasCounty Commissionerswill meetat 9a.m. Monday at the
courthouse. Items on the agenda include county road department Clair
Schrock on an economic development grant. The meeting isopentothe

public.

Santa Helpers Shop open Saturday

The Santa Helpers Shop will once again be open to give infants and
young children through fifth grade the opportunity to buy wrapped gifts
for their momsand dads, said Julie Harlow, one of the coordinators. The
eventissponsored by the Blue Jean Ladies (formerly Mu Episolon) and

adding anything big,” Wark said.

The board also heard a report
from extension agent Joe
Leibbrandt and a report on the
buildingsand grounds.

Leibbrandt told the board the 4-
H spring livestock show is sched-
uledforApril 23andthey approved
that datefor use of thefairgrounds.

He also said after thefirst of the
year, they’ll startlooking for judges
for next year’sfair.

And at the end of his report,
Leibbrandt surprised the board
when he presented them with the
ThomasCounty Extension Council
extension appreciation award for
their support andletting4-H usethe
fairground for different activities.

Board president Stan Strange
thanked L el bbrandt on behalf of the
board and then gave his report on
the buildings and grounds.

Strangesaidthequeen’sharnwas
finally torndownand cleanupisall
that needsto be done.

Healso said groundskeeper Ron
Kogler has been busy, getting up
signsandisstill trying to moveout
tothefairgrounds.

Strangeaddedthey’ restill think-
ing about getting autility vehicleof
somekindfor Koglertouse. Hesaic
he didn’t want to spend a lot of
money on it and suggested a four-
wheeler could beapossibility.

“That’s something we can think
about downtheroad,” Strangesaid.

will be open from 9to 11 am., Saturday at Pioneer Memorial Library.
All giftsare $3 and there will be afour-gift limit.

Library plans holiday activity

Pioneer Memorial Library issponsoring a‘Make ‘' n Take' ornaments
event for youth ages9-13. For questions, call 462-4460.

Heartland SHARE delivery Dec. 18

Heartland SHARE delivery will be Saturday, Dec. 18, starting at 10:30
a.m. Anyone who signed up for Shares this month can go to the Sacred
Heart School gymnasium onthat day, said Gene Griffin, oneof the coor-
dinators. For questions, call her at 460-3579.
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