
Tod The Dinosaur • PR Condron

For Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott
Crossword

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

               Colby Free Press Monday, December 20, 2004   Page 9

Sales parties are no fun for budgets
Abigail
Van Buren
• Dear Abby

DEAR ABBY: I would like to
share my pet peeve with you. It’s
being invited to “sales parties” for
kitchenware, beauty products, etc.
I can’t afford to spend money at
these so-called parties because I
have three children to feed.

I would prefer not to disclose my
financial situation to every person
who issues these invitations, which
arrive sometimes on a weekly basis.
I have tried to tell friends that I am
busy that night, and they either find
out that I really don’t have plans or
try to sign me up for an “outside or-
der.” I have shared with a few friends
that I am on a strict budget, and they
reply with “just come and don’t buy
anything.”

That’s not a workable solution,
because the consultants see the word
“no” as a challenge and won’t take
“no” for an answer. Also, it’s intimi-
dating to see everyone else pull out
their checkbooks. How can I get
uninvited permanently so I can stop
avoiding the mailbox?

— CAN’T AFFORD MY
FRIENDS IN ALBUQUERQUE,

N.M.
DEAR CAN’T: Real friends

don’t subject friends to embar-
rassment or use them to get spe-
cial deals by promoting commer-
cial products.

Ignore the solicitations as you
would any other, and don’t feel
guilty. If you’re questioned, just
say you weren’t interested in buy-
ing — it’s the truth.

DEAR ABBY: I recently attended
several soccer practices for 6-year-
olds. One boy on the team, “Tim-
my,” is so obese he can barely run.
His mother screams at him from the
sidelines, giving him directions ev-
ery few minutes.

Sometimes the poor child “runs”
in the wrong direction and scores for
the opposing team.

(I personally believe he suffers
from ADD.) Timmy said to his
mother, “I can’t run!” — and he
can’t. His large belly and huge
thighs prevent him from running.
One can see his frustration.

After the game, each player is
given a paper sack of refreshments.
One time, it was a chocolate cup-
cake, a bag of chips and a cold drink.
At the end of the game, after the
snacks, Timmy ran to his mother. He
was crying. She was talking on her
cell phone. She said, “Here’s 50
cents — go buy a candy bar.” My
heart aches for this boy. What would
you suggest?

— CONCERNED PARENT,
BLOOMINGTON, IND.

DEAR CONCERNED: Since
you can’t change Timmy’s mo-
ther, speak to the coach. That’s the
only person the boy should be lis-
tening to during a game.

Perhaps the mother will take
guidance from the coach regard-
ing a healthy diet and exercise
regimen for her son. Another
thing you might do is volunteer to
provide some healthy snacks for
the players after the games, and
organize the other team moms to
do the same.

DEAR ABBY: My 14-year-old
son was invited to a 14-year-old
neighbor’s birthday party. On the
invitation it said, “Suggested gift —
$20.”

 The boy’s parents were aware
that he put it on the invitation. I think
it was inappropriate to ask for a spe-
cific gift, especially money. What’s

your opinion?
— OFFENDED IN MASSA-

CHUSETTS
DEAR OFFENDED: My opin-

ion is the same as yours.
The fact that the parents didn’t

put a stop to the gift “suggestion”
shows they either endorsed it or
didn’t know any better. By allow-
ing it, the parents did a disservice
to their son.

DEAR ABBY: I just read the let-
ter from “Able but Unwilling in Ala-
bama,” whose mother and sister are
urging him to “lend” money to his
spendthrift brother.

“Able” said he and his wife had
always lived frugally and have
saved diligently, while his brother
and his wife lived far beyond their
means.

You responded that if “Able” was
comfortable with his decision, he
wouldn’t have written to you.

He should stick to his guns. The
brother and sister-in-law will be si-
phoning money from here to eter-
nity.

 Just like an alcoholic, if you give
money to folks like that, they’ll take
and take until the money is gone. I
know — I was one of those takers. I
was never taught how to handle
money.

I’ll bet you get a lot of letters on
that one, Abby!

— HOPEFULLY DOING
BETTER IN FLORIDA

DEAR DOING BETTER: You
are right. I did get mail from read-
ers who felt I should have encour-
aged the writer to stand firm.

Bridge

Famous Hand
When there’s a borderline choice between

which of two bids to make, you never know
when exercising one choice might lead to tre-
mendous success, while exercising the other
might lead to absolute ruin.

This very situation arose in dramatic fashion
on the accompanying deal from the 1970 World
Championship match between Brazil and the
United States.

At the first table, with Bobby Wolff and Jim
Jacoby North-South for the United States, the
bidding went as shown.

Jacoby opened with one heart, when he could
just as easily have opened with one spade, and
this paid off handsomely when he wound up
making six hearts doubled for a score of 1,210
points.

There was nothing to the play. Jacoby ruffed
the club lead, drove out the ace of hearts and
claimed the rest of the tricks.

At the second table, with Gabriel Chagas and
Pedro Assumpcao holding the North-South
cards for Brazil, the bidding went:

North    East    South     West
Pass      Pass 1 S   2 D
2 H      4 D 4 H   4 S
Dble     Pass Pass   5 D
5 S      6 C 6 S   Dble
Here South opened with a spade, the effect

of which was that his side lost a slam. Eventu-
ally South wound up in six spades, which could
not be made after West led a club.

Declarer ruffed the club lead and played a
round of trumps.

When West showed out, South could not af-
ford to continue trumps, so he played a heart,
hoping for a 1-1 division. West thereupon took
the ace and returned a heart for East to ruff, and
the slam went down one.

Observe that even if North had ended up in
six hearts at this table (North had bid hearts
first), the slam would likewise have failed
against a spade lead by East.

Tomorrow: Structural visualization.
(c)2004 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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