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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston
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INJECTIONS™® WHAT
INJECTIONS ?

Y'kNow, CoLLAGEN
INJECTIONS. THEY
MAKE YoU SMART
LIKE You WENT
To COLLEGE,

ColLAGEN DoESN'T

I'T MAKES YoUR LIPS
GET BIGGER
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Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne
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Blondie ® Chic Young

..A ONE-MAN
BATTERING
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[ BLONDE! ) THE PARTY WAS LAST KK
WE'RE GOING TO 3| Do7ig, SATURDAY NIGHT
BE LATE// | 2y
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[ TOLD you
WE WERE GOING
TOBELATE

www.Blondie.com

Slespartiesareno funfor budgets
Abigail

Van Buren

e Dear Abby

DEARABBY: | would like to
share my pet peeve with you. It's
being invited to “sales parties’ for
kitchenware, beauty products, etc.
| can't afford to spend money at
these so-called parties because |
havethree children to feed.

| would prefer not to disclose my
financial situation to every person
whoissuestheseinvitations, which
arrivesometimesonaweekly basis.
| havetried totell friendsthat | am
busy that night, and they either find
out that | really don’t have plans or
try tosignmeupfor an*“outsideor-
der.” | havesharedwithafewfriends
that | amonastrict budget, andthey
reply with“just comeand don’t buy
anything.”

That’s not a workable solution,
becausetheconsultantsseetheword
“no” asachallenge and won't take
“no” forananswer.Also, it’sintimi-
dating to seeeveryoneelse pull out
their checkbooks. How can | get
uninvited permanently sol canstop
avoiding the mailbox?

— CAN'TAFFORD MY
FRIENDSIN ALBUQUERQUE,
N.M.

DEAR CAN'T: Real friends
don’t subject friendsto embar-
rassment or usethem to get spe-
cial dealsby promoting commer-
cial products.

Ignorethe solicitations as you
would any other, and don’t feel
guilty. If you're questioned, just
sayyouweren'tinterestedin buy-
ing—it’sthetruth.

DEARABBY: | recently attended
several soccer practicesfor 6-year-
olds. One boy on the team, “ Tim-
my,” isso obese he can barely run.
Hismother screamsat himfromthe
sidelines, givinghimdirectionsev-
ery few minutes.

Sometimesthe poor child“runs’
inthewrongdirectionand scoresfor
the opposing team.

Bridge

North dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.

(I personally believe he suffers
from ADD.) Timmy said to his
mother, “I can’t run!” — and he
can’'t. His large belly and huge
thighs prevent him from running.
One can seehisfrustration.

After the game, each player is
given apaper sack of refreshments.
Onetime, it was a chocolate cup-
cake, abag of chipsandacolddrink.
At the end of the game, after the
snacks, Timmy rantohismother. He
was crying. Shewastalking on her
cell phone. She said, “Here's 50
cents — go buy a candy bar.” My
heart achesfor thishoy. What would
you suggest?

— CONCERNED PARENT,
BLOOMINGTON, IND.

DEAR CONCERNED: Since
you can’'t change Timmy’s mo-
ther, speak tothecoach. That’sthe
only person theboy should belis-
teningtoduringagame.

Perhapsthe mother will take
guidancefrom the coach regar d-
ing a healthy diet and exercise
regimen for her son. Another
thingyou might doisvolunteer to
provide some healthy snacksfor
the player s after the games, and
organizetheother team momsto
dothesame.

DEARABBY: My 14-year-old
son was invited to a 14-year-old
neighbor’s birthday party. On the
invitationitsaid, “ Suggested gift—
$20.”

The boy’s parents were aware
that heputitontheinvitation. | think
itwasinappropriatetoask for aspe-
cificgift, especially money. What's

your opinion?
— OFFENDED IN MASSA-
CHUSETTS
DEAR OFFENDED: My opin-
ionisthesameasyours.
Thefact that theparentsdidn’t
put astop tothegift “ suggestion”
showsthey either endorsed it or
didn’t know any better. By allow-
ingit,theparentsdid adisservice
totheir son.

DEARABBY: | just read thelet-
terfrom*“Ablebut UnwillinginAle-
bama,” whosemother and sister are
urging him to “lend” money to his
spendthrift brother.

“Able” said he and his wife had
always lived frugally and have
saved diligently, while his brother
and hiswifelived far beyond their
means.

Yourespondedthatif “Able’ was
comfortable with his decision, he
wouldn’t havewritten to you.

He should stick to hisguns. The
brother and sister-in-law will besi-
phoning money from here to eter-
nity.

Justlikeanalcohalic, if yougive
money tofolkslikethat, they’ |l take
and take until the money isgone. |
know — | wasoneof thosetakers. |
was never taught how to handle
money.

I'll bet you get alot of letters on
that one, Abby!

— HOPEFULLY DOING
BETTERIN FLORIDA

DEARDOINGBETTER: You
areright. | did get mail fromread-
erswhofelt | should haveencour-
aged thewriter tostand firm.

Family Circus = Bil Keane

WHY DC You
SALESMEN
ALWAYS CALL
WHEN I'M

THERE ARE THO Woks
TOSLONDANNTIME.
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SALLY’S CHRISTMAS
WEEK CHECKLIST

DEC. 20: THROW
OFFICE PARTY
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44 5@ 5% 6 “Is it too late to ask Santa to bring
Pass Pass 6" Dble

Opening lead — ace of clubs.

me a baby sister?”

FamousHand Crossword
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points. 23 People in masher  19Solemn motions
Therewasnothingtotheplay. Jacoby ruffed general 2 Stereo pledge  43Future
the club lead, drove out the ace of heartsand ~ 24Home arrange-  220ver- stallion
. . 28 Pleasant ment whelm 44 Give
claimed therest of thetricks. 31C i S .
. . omputer  golution time: 24 mins. as an
Atthesecondtable, with Gabriel Chagasand button Ty 1| example
Pedro Assumpcao holding the North-South  32Non- FIR[E[s E[o| 46Sax-
cardsfor Brazil, the bidding went: E?x:iian e s gli?r}],;;%n
::\)lorth East ?O;Ith V\éeg 34 Year-end Q - 47 Chow
ass  Pass beverage ula —
2H 4D 4H 4S 35Campus an 48 Unfore-
Dble Pass Pass 5D bigwig vl seen
5SS 6C 6S Dble g; gz/rlr(]:?eem Al 50 'Ilzll’lognl{‘sj
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Here South open_ed Wlth aspade, the effect quantity Saturday’s answer 1220 flight
of whichwasthat hissidelost aslam. Eventu- — o

ally Southwound upinsix spades, whichcould
not be made after West led aclub.

Declarer ruffed the club lead and played a
round of trumps.

When West showed out, South could not af -
ford to continue trumps, so he played aheart,
hopingfor al-1division. West thereupontook
theaceandreturned aheart for East toruff, and
the slam went down one.

Observethat evenif North had ended up in
six hearts at this table (North had bid hearts
first), the slam would likewise have failed
against aspadelead by East.

Tomorrow: Structural visualization.
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