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Colby Grade Schoolfifth graders Brock James, Devon Schlageck taken to Genesis of Thomas County. The food drive was spon-
and Thomas Jenkins helped load up canned goods Friday do- sored by the grade school Parent/Teacher Organization. as part
nated by children from Head Start up tofifth grade. The food was of the Helping Hand Giving Tree.

‘Christmas On Us!’ blg winners named

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

Christmas came early for two
Colby residents
Saturday. They
were the big
winners in the
Colby  Free
Press/Colby
merchants
“Christmas on
Us’ eventheldat
the Colby Com-
munity Build-
ing.

The $1,000 M
winner was He-
len Hagler of
Colby, whose
winning ticket
came from Col-
by Ag Center.

She said she
plans to buy
something for
her home.

The $300 second place winner
was Norman Shull of Colby. He
planned to use hismoney to finish

Norm Shull

Macen ShII

up h|sChr|stmasshopp| ng. Shull’s
winning ticket came from Dough-
erty Implement. Shull’sson, Macen
accompanied hisdad.

A total of $1,550wasgivenaway
thisyear —five$50instant winners
andthetwolargeprizesawardedon
Saturday.

Businesses participating in this
year’s promotion were ChinaBuf-
fet, Colby Ag Center, Colby True
Value, Office Works & Home Fur-
nishings, Stan’s Automotive, Be-
ringer Hardware, Dougherty Imple-
ment, Great Western Tire, Sun-
dance Spas of Northwest Kansas,
Golden Hardware, Colby Imple-
ment and Colby Free Press.

RIGHT: Helen Hagler, Colby,
the $1,000 winner in the Colby
Free Press/Colby merchants’
“Christmas on Us” promotion
received her winnings Saturday
from Free Press publisher Tom
Dreiling. The event, which took
place at the Colby Community
Building, drew 300 people.
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Thenumbers
Sunday’shigh, 46

L ow thismorning, 18
Year ago today, 65 and 16

December, 0.00
Snowfall, 0.00

Soil temperature, 34
Thesources:

TEMP.

Tonight...Partly cloudy. Lowsinthelower 20s. Northwinds 10 to
20 mph shifting to the northwest 5 to 10 mph after midnight.
Tuesday...Mostly cloudy with a 20 percent chance of snow. Cold.
Highsin the mid 30s. Southwest winds around 5 mph shifting to the
southeastintheafternoon. Tuesday night...Mostly cloudy. Cold. L ows
around11. Northeast winds5to 15 mph. Wednesday...Mostly cloudy.
Highs in the lower 20s. North winds 5 to 15 mph. Wednesday
night...Cloudy. Lows around 8. L ooking ahead to Christmas
Day...Mostly sunny. Warmer. Highsin the upper 40s.

Recordsfor thisdate, 73in 1894 and -13in 1924
Precipitation past 24 hoursto 8 a.m. today, 0.00

Theforecast isfrom the National Weather Service, and other num-
bers are from the Northwest Research-Extension Center, Colby. A
recorded forecast updated throughout the day isavailable by calling
(785) 899-7119. Current temperatures are available by calling 460-
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Christmas
comes early
for county

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

The Thomas County Commis-
sioners got what could almost be
considered an early Christmas
present at their meeting thismorn-
ing.

During abrief visit with Gerald
DeBoer of Penco Engineering, they
found out the county will receivea
$310,000 economic development
grant from the state for its Horton
Avenue project.

DeBoer saidthemoney won't be
allocated until 2006 but that could
be sooner possibly if they get fin-
ished plans.

Theroad project, whichwasdis-
cussed at the Dec. 13 commission-
ers meeting, will involve paving
Country Club Drive from whereit
endsat thel-70 overpassto Horton
Avenue.

The commissioners don’'t know
when they will get the money or
when their portion of the project
will start but the city plansto start
paving its part of the avenue next
year.

Financingfor thecounty’semer-
gency medical serviceswasalsoon
the agenda.

Director Kathi Wright and Mar-
tin Rinehart presented four propos-
alsfor financingthenew ambulance
the county is purchasing.

The lowest proposal was from
BankWest at $90,245 at 3.5 percent
over fiveyears, whichthecommis-
sionersapproved.

The ambulance purchase from
Midwest Vehicle Professionalsin
Wichitawas approved at the Aug.
31 commissioners meeting.

Another budgetary item dis-
cussed was left over money in ¢
county department.

Maybelle Moore, county trea-
surer, discussed what can be done
with almost $2,000 that will beleft
over in her budget, which the com:-
missionersapprovedtransferringto
the department’s capital outlay
fund.

They also discussed the trea-
surer’soffice’ stech fund.

Mooreislooking at the purchase
of an $11,000 computer program
for her department, and al so paying
$2,700in technical support.

“That program feeiscoming out
of that tech fund,” she said. “It’s
taken usthreeyearstobuildit uptc
$28,000.”

Some of the money was used on
anew copy machine and comput-
ers, but Moore said she has been
frugal with the fund. The commis-
sionersal so discussed plansfor the
next two meetings.

Theend-of-year meeting will be
held at 9 a.m. Thursday, Dec. 30
withbusinesstoincludeend of year
transfers and getting ready for the
new year.

The next meeting after that will
be the Monday, Jan. 10 meeting
where new commissioners Ken
Christiansenand Paul Steele, along
with the new county clerk Shelly
Harmswill beswornin.

In other business, the commis-
sioners approved:

 Appointing commissioner el ect
Paul Steele to economic devel op-
ment.

*AppointingKevinWark asMor-
gan Township clerk.

Schools close for holidays

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

Christmasbreak startsthisweek
for students and staff at Thomas
County Schools, withmost not hav-
ing to return to school until Jan. 3
or4.

Thelast day of school thisweek
for the Colby school district is
Wednesday with vacation running
from Dec. 23-Jan 3.

Staff has to report back for a
work day on Monday, Jan. 3but stu-
dents don’t come back to school
until Tuesday, Jan. 4.

Golden Plains students in Rex-
fordand Seldenwill enjoy afull twe
weeks off from school, officials
theresaid.

Their Christmasvacation started
today and students will return tc
school on Monday, Jan. 3.

Students at Sacred Heart get out
Tuesday and don’t have to report
back until Tuesday, Jan. 4.

Christmas vacation for students
at Heartland Christian School in
Colby startsat noononWednesday
and students go back to school on
Tuesday, Jan. 4.

Colby Wwoman says she has guardlan angel

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

A Colby woman, wholost almost
$200 in cash, said God must have
beenworkingovertimethroughhis
“guardian angel” in Oakley.

For Jessie Behrens, it'sgot to be
the only explanation.

Theincident happened sometime
on Saturday, Dec. 4, shesaid, either
at SantaCity orintheparkinglot of
Dollar General.

“I really don’t nowherel lost the
money,” she said. “It could have
been anywhere.” Yet when shere-
alized the money was missing, she
was devastated.

“It made mefeel sick,” Behrens
said, addingthat it washer payment
foran S& T hill.

=== Briefly

Believing that the money was
gonefor good, Behrensdecided not
to let it spoil her spirit or the holi-
days.

“Particularly during thistime of
year, | figured whoever found it
probably would keepit,” shesaid.

Behrenssaid themoney wasina
bank envelope, but also enclosed
washer paycheck stubandapicture
of one of her granddaughters.

“Theonly thingonmy check stub
wasafirstname,” shesaid,“and The
Carousel.”

Then last week, someone called
The Carousel, where Behrens
worksas ahairdresser. The person
or persons who found the money
calledtoask if therewasa“ Jessie”
employed thereand whether or not

Senior Center announces holiday closings
The Colby Senior Progress Center will close Wednesday, Dec. 22, at

she had lost any money

After answering, “yes,” to both
guestions, Jessiewasshockedwhen
last Friday morning an envelope
arrived in the mail with her cash,
pictures and paycheck stub all re-
turned.

The only thing missing from the
envelope was a return address,
Behrens said, as if the sender
wanted to remain anonymous.

With tearsin her eyes, Behrens
said shejust wanted to let whoever
didthisknow how grateful shewas.

“l justwanttosay, ‘thank you,’ to
God and my guardian angel.

“Blessyou,” Behrenssaid about
her anonymousfriend, “and havea
Merry Christmas and Happy New
Year.”

call theclerk’soffice at 462-4500.

Jessie Behrens looked at the
envelope filled with money re-
turned to her.

County office close for holiday
All officesinthe Thomas County Courthousewill beclosed on Thurs-

1 p.m. and remain closed all day on Thursday and Friday in observance
of theChristmasholiday. Therewill benomealsor homedelivery onthose
daysand the senior van will not be operating. The center will re-open at
itsregular timesfrom 8 am. to4 p.m., Monday, Dec. 27.

Fish/game licenses now available
TheThomasCounty Clerk’ sofficesai dthe2005fishand gamelicenses
andtrout stampswill becomeavailablestarting Saturday. For questions,

day and Monday, Dec. 24 and Dec. 27 for the Christmas holiday.

No trash pickup Dec. 24

TheCity of Colby Sanitation Department will not be operating on Fri-
day, Dec. 2, dueto the Christmas holiday. For those with anormal trash
day on Friday, it will be picked up on Thursday, Dec. 23, along with the
Thursday route. Please have al trash at curbside by 8 a.m.
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