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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston Crossword Bridge
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OFFERACD
WITHALL OUR
SONGS ON
IT FOR
ONLY $20

I MISS THE OLD !
TRADITIONAL WAY )| .
. %1;4 D

www.Blondie.com

SARGE, YOUR
REPORTS ARE
UNREADABLE

OTTO, WITH YOUR
PAWS,YOU GOTTA USE
SPELLCHECK!

Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

SALLY’S CHRISTMAS
WEEK CHECKLIST

DEC. 22: GET HOUSE
READY FOR GUESTS

CAROL" OVER AND
OVER AGAIN
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I ASKED HILARY THREE TIMES TO
HELP ME CLEAN, BUT SHE JUST KEEPS
WATCHING "MR. MAGOO’S CHRISTMAS

@2004 ZITS Partnership. Distributed by King Features Syndicata
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ACROSS
1 Sylvester
or
Stimpy
4 —
Speed-
wagon
7 Relaxa-
tion
8 Toss
choice
10 Wiser,
maybe
11 Motor
13 Informa-
tion
distribu-
tion
center
16 Make
lace
17 Plus-
column
entry
18 Pontiac
letters
19 Cate-
gorize
20 Singer
Campbell
21 Teatime
treat
23 Shake-
speare’s
output
25 Gloomy

26 Move tur-
bulently
27 Last
(Abbr.)
28 Play-
ground
fixture
30 Compre-
hend
33 Book-
keeper’s
place
36 Extras
37 Nonsense
38 Hack-
neyed
39 Elusive
40 Peculiar
41 Deterio-
rate

DOWN
1 West
Pointer

2 On the
Mediter-
ranean

3 Lay of the
land

4 Gamut

5 Square
dance
group

6 Medley

7 Big name
in scat

8 Nervous

9 With little
leeway

10 Hallow-
een abbr.

12 Sen.
Kefauver

14 Capri,
e.g.

15 Vast
expanse
of time

Solution time: 21 mins.
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1 2 3
7

19 Support-
ing

20 “Sleepy
Time —”

21 One’s
perfor-
mances

22 Witty
folks

23 Vintage
video-
game

24 Match
alterna-
tive

25 French
nobleman

26 “Lather,
repeat”

28 Fancy
fiddle

29 Use
handily

30 Self-
reproach

31 Catch
sight of

32 Ball-
bearing
item

34 Peace-
keeping
alliance

35 Sandwich
snack
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REMEMBER A FEW YEARS
AGO WHEN THE THREAT OF
MAKING SANTA’S "NAUGHTY
LIST" COULD STILL ALTER
HER BEHAVIOR...
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Cryptoquip
D MIHQL JV H VDRI|W JGY'P UAUF MEFFZ
BHQEIRGIQ CMJ EQJXLTU |[EFGHY] MGWYX. W RHUXX
WHDL “HTTIC Al GJ|ZGH KWRVP XEZ W'K
DRGQJLXBI AU WMITV!I"|EAUFXU PG MVEYRU.

Yesterday's Cryptoquip: IN ANY CHEMIST'S | Yesterday's Cryptoquip: [ HEARD OF A FINE
LABORATORY, YOU COULD PROBABLY SAY | CARPENTER WHO PROUDLY SAID “ALLOW ME
THERE IS COMPOUND INTEREST. TO INTRODUCE MY SHELF!”

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: T equals L Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: F equals R
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Family Circus =« Bill Keane

then used Stayman to locate the 4-4 heart fit.

Southtook West' sking-of -spades|ead withtheace,
played a heart to the king and alow club back. East
followedlow, and Southwonwiththeking. After cash-
ing the Q-A of hearts, declarer led another club from
dummy, East taking the ace and returning a club tc
South’s queen.

Declarer still had threetricksto lose— two spades
and adiamond — but by thistime hewas certain that
hewould be ableto avoid theloss of one of them and
so make the contract.

Heknew East had no more spades; otherwise, East
would havereturned aspaderather thanaclub. West's
hand therefore became an open book. He had started
with six spades and had aready shown up with two
heartsand three clubs. Hence, he could not have beer
dealt more than two diamonds.

So South cashed the A-K of diamonds and led ¢
spade. West took histwo spade tricks but then had tc
yield aruff-and-discard, handing South the contract.

East dealer.
North-South vulnerable.

NORTH
»J1095
YK9I95
®QJ2
$S$K 103
WEST EAST
®» 84 »wAT763
¥YQJ1084 ¥62
® A 95 ® 874
*3 62 Q9954
SOUTH
2K Q2
YA773
K 1063
o A J7
The bidding:
East South West North
Pass 1 NT Pass 3NT

Opening lead — queen of hearts.

It’sNot a Guessing Game

Assume you' re declarer at three notrump and
West | eadsthequeen of hearts. How wouldyou pro-
ceed so asto give yourself the best chance for the
contract?

Whenthedeal wasplayed, declarer took thequeen
of heartswith the ace and played the spade king at
trick two. Eastwonwiththeaceandreturnedaheart,
establishingthreeheart tricksfor West. Eventually,
West gained thelead with theace of diamonds, and
declarer went down one.

Asthecardslie, had South tackled diamondsin-
stead of spades first, he would have made four
notrump. Inthat case, West’sonly entry cardwould
have been forced out before his hearts were estab-
lished, and that would have meant success instead
of faillurefor declarer.

It might therefore seem that making the contract
depends on a straightforward guess, but actually,
South can eliminate the need for any guesswork by
allowingWest'squeen of heartstoholdat trick one.
Itthenmakesno differencewhether declarer attacks
spades or diamondsfirst after West continueswith
aheart at trick two.

Either East will win the trick and be unable to
continuehearts, or Westwill winthetrick andinthe
process lose the entry to his heart suit. Indeed, the
only way declarer can fail to get home safely isif
West started with five or six hearts and both miss-
ing aces.

The purpose of the holdup play at trick oneisto
try tointerferewithenemy communications. [t can't
cost declarer the contract to concede thefirst heart
to West, but in so doing, South disposesof the need
for acrysta ball at trick two.

Tomorrow: Assumptionsare essential.
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Dist, by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com

“Look at this one, Mommy!
Baby Jesus in a nest!”
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“Sorry, we don’t have a pear tree.”




