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Drug controversy
just tip of iceberg?

Vioxx struck out.

Celebrex facesafull count.

Aleveisinthebullpen.

What's next?

They keep telling us we need to keep our congressmen in check
sothey don’t passlegidlationallowingimportation of “unsafe’ drugs
from Canadaand elsewhere.

Elsewhere?

Wemust bethe‘ elsewhere’!

The Food and Drug Administration is supposed to be the saf ety
net. But it looks like the drug makers have yanked the safety net
away and it’'severyonefor himself. Or soit seems.

This drug messisn't going to go away anytime soon. And the
deeper the investigative minds dig the more concerned the Ameri-
can public will get.

Therewill belots of questionsin the public place, lots of suspi-
ciouseyes.

Reports on CNBC this week told of the drug makerskicking in
countlesssumsof money tothe FDA soitcandoitsjob. It'sjobisto
make surewhat thedrug makersmakeissafe. But whenthe makers
becomefinancial partnerswiththevery agency that determinesthe
safety of their product, wouldn’tit besafeto assumethat they’ |l say,
“Ah, it looks pretty safe.”

This could be just the tip of the iceberg. It could become so ex-
pansivethat it could involve more than anybody ever imagined.

Theunmasking of Vioxx — the so called miracledrug— alerted
thiscountry, the country considered the safest depository of drugs,
that something is amiss. Anymore revelations will certainly drive
millions of usersaway from the counters.

Let'sseeif Congress has what it takes to bring this thing to the
forefront and call thoseinthe FDA and the drug making companies
ontheHill for afiery clash.

Thetelevision report softened the punch some by declaring that
most of the drugs used are safe.

Sorry, but ‘most’ isn’t good enough.

Tom(TD) Dreiling
Free PressPublisher

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed onthispageareencouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.

Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com.

Where to write, call

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.ink.org/public/
legislators/jmorriso

State Sen. Ruth Clark, State Capitol Building Rm.
449-N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399 e mail: rclark-

@ink.org
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A short trip around town some evening will
confirm that the Christmas season is upon us.
Lightsareeverywhereandthestoresby thistime
are crowed with last minute shoppers, me in-
cluded.

Christmasisawaysafuntimeof year for my
family. For many of usitisthe only timewe see
eachother. My brother livesnear Denver now and
usually stopsthrough ontheway tomom'’shouse
in Newton.

Although | enjoy seeing my brother, my 3-
year-old nephew makesthevisitsevenmorefun.

| don’'t know when thetradition of getting to-
gether at my mother’s house on Christmas Eve
started. Asnear asl cantell it waswhilel wasin
the Navy, but that covered the entire 1980s, so
thereisnotelling.

Thosewho can makeit cometo mom’shouse
in the early evening and we have a big dinner,
followed by agift exchange. ChristmasDay usu-
aly findssmaller groupsgetting together at dif-
ferent houses and, of course, Santavisiting the
smaller members of the family.

Thisyear will be alittle different because it
won't be at mom'’s house. My step-brother has
bigger digs, soit will be at hisplace, but it will
pretty much bethe same Christmasget-together
it hasalwaysbeen.

There are other people, however, who won't
be spending Christmasat home. Therearethou-
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sandsof menandwomeninthearmedforcesin
harm’sway aswe speak and who will bethere
on Saturday aswell.

| wasfortunatewhen| wasintheNavy inthat
| don't ever remember spending Christmas at
sea. | wasn't always able to come home. One
year we were at seathrough Thanksgiving and
during other yearswewere preparing for ade-
ployment and couldn’t go onleave, but at | east
wewerein port during Christmas.

| was always able to spend Christmas with
someone away from the ship. It wasn’t asgood
asheinghome, but it wasbetter thanbeing at sea.
| spent three birthdays in combat zones, but it
wasn’t the same as being gonefor Christmas.

Most of those who are away defending our
country havefamilieswholove and missthem,
and eventhosewho don’t should have someone
who appreciatestheir sacrifice.

Some of our peoplewill never spend another

Christmas at home. We have lost more than
1,000 peopleinlragandit doesnot matter what
onethinksabout thewar, that isatragic loss.

Therearefamilieswhowill never again have
a son or daughter, father or mother, sister or
brother home for the holidays this year. They
taketheir placeamongthosewholostloved ones
during our earlier conflicts.

Thereareal sothosewho camehome, but | eft
apiece of themselves on somefar away battle-
field, in the skiesover awar zone or on aburn-
ing, sinking ship. No one comes home
unscarred.

Some of the fortunate will come home this
year for theholidays, but many of themwill have
thespecter of deployment hanging over them as
well.

Most areuncomfortablewithaccol ades. Inthe
Navy, the saying went “You take your money,
you take your chances,” but deep down, it felt
good to know someone cared.

When you get together with your family this
weekend, say aprayer for our troops and their
families. They may never know it wasyou, but
God will.

JayKelleyisalocal minister andwriter whc
speakshismind fromtimetotime. Hise-mail i<
jkelley@nwkansas.com. Heisa member of the
Colby Free PressWriter’s Club.

Farmers need to voice their opinion

Now that the el ection of 2004 is history, vot-
ers must face someimportant questions.

Will our political system taketime, amid po-
litical fund raising and heated rhetoric on cul-
tural issues, tofocusontheplight of family farms
and rural communities?

Will Wall Street be the only winner, asindi-
cated in arecent Associated Press article? Will
our government reflect thegeneral concernthat
our country “is going in the wrong direction,”
that “ growing theeconomy” resultsinmoreand
more concentration of farms and processing
companies, and that our food and energy often
comefrom foreign lands?

If electionsturn on personalitiesand cultural
issues like these of 2004, the future of family
farming and rural prosperity must turn on vot-
ers attention to their elected officials. Benign
neglect or policy that benefits giant multina-
tional agribusiness corporations will mean ru-
ral Americais relegated to being the home of
private hunting preserves or factory farms.
These offer unhealthful and low-paying jobs
along with polluted streams and a stench that
literally takes your breath away. Gone will be
diversified farming where livestock is raised
with fresh air and room to roam. Gone will be
crop rotationsthat benefit the environment and
provideeconomicopportunitiesthroughout the
year. Gone will be the rural communities of
mutual support based on the Golden Rule and
investmentinlocal schoolsand county hospitals.
Election rhetoric and crazy TV ads may get
peopleelected, but what arewe el ecting people
to do, and will their performance matter in fu-
ture elections?

Family farming was once recognized as the
institution that guaranteed democracy and eco-
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nomic opportunity for all our people. Inaletter
to James Madison in 1785, Thomas Jefferson
wrote, “It is not too soon to provide by every
possible meansthat asfew as possible shall be
without alittle portion of land. Thesmall land-
holdersarethemost preciouspart of astate.” In
thelatter half of the 1800's, the Republican Party
championedtherightsof family farmers, small
businesses, and freelabor asthe polar opposite
tothesavesystemandtheeconomically under-
devel oped South. Thetragedy of the Great De-
pressionresultedingovernment policy that sup-
portedfamily farmagriculturewith pricefloors
on basicfarm commaodities (asopposed to gov-
ernment payments), conservation programs,
andlow interestloanstofulfill Jefferson’sideal
of farmers owning their own land.

The economic footing of family farming has
been so neglected that 70 percent of farmsearn
lessthan 25 percent of their household income
fromthefarm. Lessthan 2 percent of rural resi-
dentsearntheir primary incomefromthefarm.
Farmland in many regionsisworth much more
for hunting preservesand devel opment thanfor
producing healthy local supplies of food. The
blessing of small farmers growing organic and
sustainably raised producefor thelocal market
is threatened by the importation of competing

productsof dubiousquality thankstofreetrade
agreements like NAFTA. Major commodities
likecorn, soybeans, and wheat arepriced solow
that only billions of taxpayer dollars provided
intheU.S. “farm bill” prevent acomplete col-
lapse of therural economy. Thesecommaodities
serve as cheap livestock feed that benefits cor-
poratelivestock factoriesthat buy all their feed.
Isn’tthefutureof family farmingamoral issue,
too?

Family farming can betheenginefor growth
and economicopportunity if votersfocusonthe
issuesthat assurefair returnstofamily farmers,
widespread ownership of farms, and thepromo-
tion of free and open marketsnot dominated by
multinational corporations. Every citizen and
our nation’s security will benefit if we demanc
that our elected officials support our food sov-
ereignty. They must also respect other nations’
right to reap the benefits of family farms and
democracy. If voterstell our elected officialstc
write anew farm bill that restores price floors
under basiccommodities, renewsopportunities
forfarmownershipandlocal markets, and halts
freetrade agreementsthat hurt our farmersand
those in other countries, Americawill deserve
the respect of people all around the world and
of future generations. The 2004 elections are
over; it'stimefor action!

*kkk*k

George Naylor isa cornand soybean farmer
fromChurdan, lowa, amember of lowa Citizens
for Community Improvement and President of
theNational Family FarmCoalition. The Coa-
lition wasfoundedin 1986 to serveasanational
link for grassroots organizations working on
family farmissues. www.nffc.net This column
isdistributed by MinutemanMedia.org.
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