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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston

GERALD, I'M STARTING TO
HATE BECKY. WHOA

DON'T LET HER GET T©
You,MAN! SHE'S

HER MOM AN DAD FIGHT
ALL THE TIME. SHE'S
LIKE,THE!R REFEREE]

OEpL s
D OF [%}
RIGHT Now l_/
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nosaur ® PR Condron

BESIDES, SHE'S TALENTED!
¢ SHE CAN PLAY THE PIANO,
ING ... SHE'S GOT LOOKS,
MONEY, SHE'S GoT A
WICKED COMPUTER SETUP,
CELL PHONE,CAMERA
THE BEST

SHES 60T NO MORALS, AN’
SHE'S 60T NO CLASS,GERALD.

BoBBY, MoM ToLD
You IF You DONT STop
THAT, YoUuR FACE WILL
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I'LL CHANGE
MY SHIRT
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Greg Howard

SALLY'S CHRISTMAS
WEEK CHECKLIST

DEC. 23: FINISH
WRAPPING GIFTS

WELL, WE COULD
WRAP THE GIFTS.
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Cryptoquip
RI' NROT SUJUCRNHC QHN

RONA WURDHY RNHWC,

CXAPDY TAP SUT WAIJH

[A] CXRSSROQ IDHUC?

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: [ DON'T EVER CARRY
AROUND COINS. I GUESS YOU MIGHT SAY I'M
AVERSE TO CHANGE.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue; I equals F

CHECKED THE ENTIRE HOUSE. NOT A ROLL OF
SCOTCH TAPE ANYWHERE.

USE DUCT TAPE TO

I DO YOU THINK
THAT WILL

COMMUNICATE
"MERRY

CHRISTMAS"

OR

X

IXIXKIR JKZXFC, RELSFTZS
X ZTKBB X'G ZF LSKIJK

RB R ERBL JKBFJL.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF TINY PARASITES
GET INTO MAILED ITEMS, SHOULD YOU PAY
MORE FOR SHIPPING FLEAS?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: L equals T

Crossword
ACROSS 35 Depot DOWN
1 Beyond (Abbr.) 1 Writer
control 36 — cum Kingsley
5 Round laude 2 Report-
Table 37 Felon card
address 40 Indigent heading
8 Kohoutek 41 Garland 3 Look
feature 45 Break longingly
12 Creche ground 4 Party
trio 47 Lummox pooper
13 Farm 49 Killer 5 Petru-
imple- whale chio’s
ment 50 Messen- challenge
14 In a bad ger’s 6 Debtor’s
way vehicle letters
15 “— do” 51 Squid 7 Knot
16 Piratic squirt again?
potable 52 Actress 8 Leg bone
17 Prepare a Madeline 9 Comic
casserole 53 Prognos- born Irwin
18 Put aside ticator Kniberg
20 Related 54 “CSI” 10 Sort
22 Hard evidence 11 Caustic
candy 55 Black, in solution
26 Street’s verse 19 Forefront
boss
29 Dryly Solution time: 25 mins.
humorous rc AT RIE[O
30 Lemicux MEASte JTAL LI
milieu clL|E[a]r] I [N[c[H]o]U[S]E
31 Unctuous [T[A|T A[S|S|E|T G|T|O
32 Put into N - amAER
words D|oju R|O |hu
33 Rounded UlL|T S[W|I[N|G G|E|T
nandle e Lol st
34 Altar STALJEEL'
affirma- o|p|D rfo|T
tive Yesterday’s answer 12-23

21 Crucial
23 Master, in
jungle
movies

24 Green-
span
subj.

25 Ms.
McEntire

26 Drudge

27 Verdi
opera

28 Laggard

32 Perfor-
mance-
enhanc-
ing drug

33 Amateur
songfest

35 Sellout
sign

36 Chaps

38 Garden
shelter

39 “The
Trial”
writer

42 Unex-
citing

43 Rever-
berate

44 Horace or
Herbie

45 Big Bird’s
home?

46 Whopper

48 Abby’s
sis

1 2

9 10 |11

24 |25

43 |44

ACROSS
1 Brewery
product
4 History
chapters
8 Nightfall

12 Zodiac
critter

13 Comedian
Chris

14 “—
Brocko-
vich”

15 Anti-Red
witch-
hunter

17 Day-shift
start

18 Hollywood
clashers

19 Elbow

20 Slander

22 Garden
starter

24 Hideaway

25 Kenobi
portrayer

29 Grecian
vessel

30 “... against
a JR—
troubles”

31 Sapporo
sash

32 Nixon
opponent

34 Protu-
berance

35 Lap dog, DOWN
for short 1 Branch

36 Discon- 2 Fond
certs du —,

37 Cheaper Wisconsin
group? 3 Host’s job

40 Antitoxins 4 Glitch

41 Square 5 Decom-

42 “Full poses
dinner 6 Essen
pail” expletive
President 7 Firmament

46 Old 8 Strip
man of 9 Saharan
Paris? 10 Pugilists’

47 Destruc- venue
tion 11 Dandling

48 Seine site
summer 16 Emulsi-

49 Cattle fying
herder’s agent
device 19 Soft ball

50 Put in the 20 Run-down
mail part of

51 Adage town

Solution time: 25 mins.
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Yesterday’s answer 12-24

21 Playwright
Connelly

22 Frighten

23 “Ghost-
busters”
role

25 Earth’s
inheritors?

26 Ashcroft's
intended
successor

27 Reed
instrument

28 BBQ
entree

30 Cinema-
tographer
Nykvist

33 Began

34 “Family
Feud”
host

36 Mock
attack

37 “Edward
Scissor-
hands”
star

38 Finished

39 Nil

40 Epidermis

42 “—
Miniver’

43 Prompt

44 JFK info

45 Ever-
green
variety

2

10 |11

44 |45

Puzzle Answers:
Crytoquip 12/25

| don’t love the Riviera Region. Although |
quess I'd go there as a last resort.

Bridge

North dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

NORTH
®QJ73
YAJT2
*KQ
oA QJI10
WEST EAST
» K94 @» 6
¥YK865 ¥YQ 104
®J952 ® A 107 6 3
* 3 4 0752
SOUTH
»® A 10852
¥o 73
* 34
P*K 63
The bidding:
North East South West
1 & Pass 1 Pass
4 &
Opening lead — two of diamonds.

AssumptionsAreEssential

A shrewd defender makes all kinds of assump-
tionsabout the location of the unseen cards. In do-
ing so, he does not credit declarer with cards that
would render the contract impregnable; rather, he
assumes that his partner has the necessary honor
cardsor distribution that will lead to declarer’sde-
feat.

Consider this case where West |eads a diamonc
against four spades. East takes the ace and must
decide what to return. The correct return is alow
heart, but beforediscussingthequestion of why, let’s
firstexaminetheeffect of theheart shift. After South
followslow, West putsup theking, and dummy wins
with the ace.

When declarer next triesatrump finesse— there
really isn't much else he can do — West takes the
king and returns aheart, and East scores two heart
trickstofinish Southoff. Butif East returnsanything
other than alow heart at trick two, declarer makes
the contract.

East’sgoal at the start isto find away for the de-
fensetoscorefour tricks. Inattempting to meet this
goal, hecannot credit South with theking of hearts,
sinceif declarer hasthat card, it becomesvirtually
impossiblefor East-West totakefour tricks. Nor, for
thesamereason, can South becredited with theboth
the ace and king of trumps.

East’sonly realistic hope, therefore, isthat West
has the heart king in addition to atrump trick, in
whichcasethereisanexcellent chancethat theheart
shift at trick two will do declarer in.

Bidding Quiz

You are South, neither side vulnerable, and the
bidding has been:

West North East South

3D 3S 4D ?

What would you now bid with:

S5HAKQ108 D 8 CKQ8743

George Rapee, playinginthe 1972 International
Team Playoff, wasfaced with this extremely diffi-
cult problemand, after considerabl ethought, €l ected
to bid four hearts. Everybody passed, and Rapee
made seven. Thiswasthefull deal:

NORTH

S A Q10932

H 732

D A5

C A10

WEST

S

H

D

EAST
SJ76
HJ654
D J106
cJ62

K84

9

KQ97432
C95

SOUTH

S5

H AKQ108

D 8

C KQ8743

TheBridgeWorld magazine, which pollstop ex-
pertseach month onavariety of bidding problems,
presented thisonetoitsdistinguished panel withthe
following results:

Therewere10votesfor Four Hearts; ninefor Five
Clubs; three for Five Diamonds; three for Four
Notrump; four for Double. Therewerenovotesfor
Six Hearts, Six Clubs or Five Hearts, which were
aternativepossihilities. Hereare some of the com-
ments offered by the panelists:

Jack Ehrlenbach: Five clubs. Hoping to get my
heartsin over five diamonds.

Edgar Kaplan: Fiveclubs. Whenindoubt bidyour
longest suit. And I’ m in doubt.

Bobby Wolff: Four hearts. Nothing elseisre-
motely inthe ballpark.

TheodoreL ightner: Four hearts. Thereisoftenno
satisfactory action after apre-empt. Amen.

Marshall Miles: Double. I’ mprobably settlingfor
300, and weprobably haveagame. But where?ltis
possiblewehaveasiam, but thereisnological way
toinvestigateit.

Alvin Roth: Four notrump. I’m only guessing.
Thereisagood chancethat partner hastwo aces; if
so, | plan on bidding six clubs. If partner has only
oneace, I'll bid five hearts. How comethat in real
lifel have never had thistype of problem?

Bridge World Editor: Because you didn’t get to
the Playoff.
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“... Not a creature was stirring,
not even a mouse ...”



