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Crossword

Tod The Dinosaur • PR Condron

For Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

Assumptions Are Essential
A shrewd defender makes all kinds of assump-

tions about the location of the unseen cards. In do-
ing so, he does not credit declarer with cards that
would render the contract impregnable; rather, he
assumes that his partner has the necessary honor
cards or distribution that will lead to declarer’s de-
feat.

Consider this case where West leads a diamond
against four spades. East takes the ace and must
decide what to return. The correct return is a low
heart, but before discussing the question of why, let’s
first examine the effect of the heart shift. After South
follows low, West puts up the king, and dummy wins
with the ace.

When declarer next tries a trump finesse — there
really isn’t much else he can do — West takes the
king and returns a heart, and East scores two heart
tricks to finish South off. But if East returns anything
other than a low heart at trick two, declarer makes
the contract.

East’s goal at the start is to find a way for the de-
fense to score four tricks. In attempting to meet this
goal, he cannot credit South with the king of hearts,
since if declarer has that card, it becomes virtually
impossible for East-West to take four tricks. Nor, for
the same reason, can South be credited with the both
the ace and king of trumps.

East’s only realistic hope, therefore, is that West
has the heart king in addition to a trump trick, in
which case there is an excellent chance that the heart
shift at trick two will do declarer in.

Bidding Quiz
You are South, neither side vulnerable, and the

bidding has been:
West North East   South
3 D          3 S         4 D    ?
What would you now bid with:
S 5 H AKQ108 D 8 C KQ8743

 * * *
George Rapee, playing in the 1972 International

Team Playoff, was faced with this extremely diffi-
cult problem and, after considerable thought, elected
to bid four hearts. Everybody passed, and Rapee
made seven. This was the full deal:

NORTH
S A Q 10 9 3 2
H 7 3 2
D A 5
C A 10
WEST                   EAST
S K 8 4                          S  J 7 6
H 9                   H  J 6 5 4
D K Q 9 7 4 3 2 D  J 10 6
      C  9 5 C  J 6 2
SOUTH
S    5
H   A K Q 10 8
D   8
C   K Q 8 7 4 3
The Bridge World magazine, which polls top ex-

perts each month on a variety of bidding problems,
presented this one to its distinguished panel with the
following results:

There were 10 votes for Four Hearts; nine for Five
Clubs; three for Five Diamonds; three for Four
Notrump; four for Double. There were no votes for
Six Hearts, Six Clubs or Five Hearts, which were
alternative possibilities. Here are some of the com-
ments offered by the panelists:

Jack Ehrlenbach: Five clubs. Hoping to get my
hearts in over five diamonds.

Edgar Kaplan: Five clubs. When in doubt bid your
longest suit. And I’m in doubt.

Bobby Wolff: Four hearts. Nothing else is re-
motely in the ballpark.

Theodore Lightner: Four hearts. There is often no
satisfactory action after a pre-empt. Amen.

Marshall Miles: Double. I’m probably settling for
300, and we probably have a game. But where? It is
possible we have a slam, but there is no logical way
to investigate it.

Alvin Roth: Four notrump. I’m only guessing.
There is a good chance that partner has two aces; if
so, I plan on bidding six clubs. If partner has only
one ace, I’ll bid five hearts. How come that in real
life I have never had this type of problem?

Bridge World Editor: Because you didn’t get to
the Playoff.

Puzzle Answers:
Crytoquip 12/25
I don’t love the Riviera Region. Although I
quess I’d go there as a last resort.


