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Ice enemy
for 1-70
MOotorists

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

The holiday weekend was busy
for law enforcement working acci-
dentson aslippery Interstate-70.

Threetook placeon Sunday, with
two happening at the sametimeon
the interstate at 9:05 p.m. at mile
marker 43.9, nine miles west of
Colby.

Thefirst happened when a2001
Nissan Frontier pickup driven by
Casey Eileen Huff, 28, of High-
landsRanch, Col 0. waswestbound
and slid into a 1999 Freightliner
semi that was parked on the shoul -
der.

After hittingthesemi, thepickup
cametorest in the median.

Huff and passenger MicahHodg-
kinsHuff, 28 of Parker, Colo. were
takento CitizensMedical Centerin
Colby wherethey weretreated and
rel eased.

Kenyon DevoneHunger, 27, the
driver of thesemi, wasn'tinjuredin
the wreck.

The second accident involved a
1996 Geo driven by Jill Marie
Diedrick, 40, of Pueblo, Colo. The
car waswestboundwhenit went off
the highway and rolled.

Passenger Michael T. Clason, 45,
of Shakopee, Minn. wastreated and
released after being taken to Citi-
zensMedical Center. Diedrick was
not admitted to the hospital .

The third accident Sunday hap-
pened at 8:15 p.m. on I-70 at mile
marker 59.6 six mileseast of Colby.

A 1999 Dodge Durango driven
by Judy L. Luedke, 38, of Colby,
was westbound when it hit apatch
of iceand rolled.

Luedke was taken to Citizens
Medical Center, where she was
treated and rel eased.

ATe.

Judy Shull, a kindergarten teacher at Colby Grade School, put down name tags for a new seat-
ing arrangement for her students this morning in her classroom. Principal Terrel Harrison said
teachers had the choice to put in a flex day over the Christmas holiday or get their 7.5 hours in
today in preparation for the new semester that starts Tuesday in the Colby School District.
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2005 resolutions
(if realized) spell
success for county

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

The new year meansresolutions
and city and county officials have
made theirsfor 2005.

Thomas County Sheriff Mike
Baughn, who officially took office
on the last day of 2004, said he
hopes to have more peoplevisible
andoutinthecounty intheinterests
of safety and preventing crime.

“Hopefully we can do this by
meeting people,” he said. “We're
hoping for agood, safeyear.”

Baughnalsosaidheisn’'tlooking
to make any big changes, only to
make his personnel more visible
than they have been, but he would
also liketo see the solvability rate
improve.

He said in rural areas, people
sometimes wait several weeks be-
forereportingacrimeor otherinci-
dent but he hopesthat changes.

County commission chairman
Ron Evanshopesall of the new of -
ficias taking office this month —
Baughn, County Attorney Andrea
Wyrick, Commissioners Ken
Christiansen and Paul Steele and
County Clerk Shelly Harms— get
off toagood start.

Carolyn Armstrong, city man-
ager, said the city has several ma-
jor projectsthat will start thisyear
and her hopeisthat all of thesched-
uled projectsgosmoothly andcome
in under the engineer’s estimate.

On the slate are the new sewage
treatment plan, the completion of
Horton Avenue, improvement of
Franklin and Sewell for the new
Wal-Mart Supercenter, thenew city
well and construction of the water

main into town which starts next
week and alsothe $500,000 airport
improvement plan.

Bidswill beacceptedinFebruary
and the work will be completec
during theyear.

Armstrong said she hopes the
projects will be a positive experi-
ence for everyone involved from
thecity, thecontractorsandcitizens.
Sheadded shewantspeopleto con-
tact her if they have any questions
or concerns.

Mary Ann Downing, director of
the Colby/Thomas County Cham-
ber of Commerce, said she hopes
2005 is a prosperous year for the
county and community of Colby.

Shesaidagoal for thisyearisfor
the communities in the county as
well astheareatowork together to
promotethemselvesfor the benefit
of al. Promotingtheareaisalsothe
goal of Gerry Fulwider, director of
theThomas County EconomicDe-
velopment Alliance.

Fulwider said the state and the
city used 2004 to prepare for eco-
nomic growth in the new year by
puttingintheinvestment andinfra-
structure necessary for it.

“Thosethingsareessential tothe
economic growth of our area,” he
said, adding the city and the voters
have provided the necessary infra-
structureandthetool swiththepas-
sageof thesal estaxissuein Novem:-
ber.

Fulwider saiditwill beused“ ag-
gressively” to put together a pack-
agetorecruitindustry totheareatc
facilitate economic growth, and he
thinksall of the planning will pro-
ducevisibleresultsinthenew year.

Thomas County Wellness Fair at top of local chart in 2005

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

The holidays are over and for
many peopleoneNew Year'sreso-
lution might be for a healthier
lifestylein 2005.

If that's the case, then the
WellnessFairisjustintime— start-
ingatga_m until 1 p.m., Saturday,
Jan. 15 in the Colby College Stu-

dent Union, said Tracey King, pub-
licity chair for the event.

Now in its 20th year, the fair is
planning something special as part
of itstwo-decade celebration.

In addition to many familiar
booths, bloodtestsandinformation,
King said, there will also be door
prizes given away throughout the

Withlessthantwoweeksuntil the
fair, laboratory screening tests be-
gin Thursday from 6 to 9 am. at
CitizensMedical Center.

Theother daysfor drawingblood
include Saturday, and Monday and
Tuesday (Jan. 10and 11) also from
6to9am.

“Participantswill register for the
fair at acost of $5, along with pay-

ingforlabtestspriortobloodbeing
drawn,” King said. Depending on
which |ab tests a participant choo-
ses, the cost can range from $12 to
$18 each.

“These screeningsalsorequirea
10-12 hour fasting period,” she
said.

A new additiontothisyear’sfair
isthephotoscreener, which can de-

termineif therearevisiondisorders
inverbal and pre-verbal children.

“The screener can test for am-
blyopia, refractive errors, strabis-
mus, media opacities and ptosis,”
King said. “All aretreatableif de-
tected early.”

As part of the Lions unit, King
said, there will be avisual acuity
screening, glaucoma pressure,

blood pressure, non-fasting blood
sugar test, hearing booth screen,
and visionfields screening.

The unit is a self-contained bus
that travel s statewide, she said.

“Theservicesareprovidedaspart
of the$5 regular WellnessFair reg-
istration,” she said.

For questionsabout thefair, call
Jeanene Brown, 460-4850.

Colby pollce respond to domestic disturbance calls during holiday

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor
Colby policereported six domes-
tic disturbancesduring the holiday
season with one resulting in a 19-
day old boy being taken from his
mother and placed in protective
custody, said Gary Shull, investiga-
tor.

Infour of thesix cases, noarrests
were made including the incident
involving the 19-day old child on
Saturday, Dec. 22.

In that situation, Shull said the
policewerecalledaround4:30p.m.
after someone first reported to the
Socia and Rehabilitation Services
that emotional abuse and unsafe
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Winter storm watch In ef?e?::[

Overnight tonight...Cloudy. A 30 percent chance of freezing rain
mixed with sleet after midnight. Lowsinthelower 20s. East winds5to
10mph. Tuesday...Wintry mix...Becomingsnowintheafternoon. Snow
accumulation of 1 to 3inches. Highsinthelower 20s. Northeast winds
10to20mph. Chanceof precipitation 80 percent. Tuesday night...Snow.
Additional snow accumulation of 2 to 3 inches possible. Lowsaround
8. North winds 15 to 20 mph.
Wednesday...Cloudy with a50 percent chance of snow. Highsaround
11. North winds 5 to 15 mph with higher gusts. Wednesday
night...Mostly cloudy early...Then becoming partly cloudy. Lows 5
below. Thursday...Partly cloudy. Highs around 30.

Low thismorning, (not available)

Recordsfor thisdate, 67 in 1964 and -22in 1911
Precipitation past 24 hoursto 8 am. today, 0.00

Theforecast isfrom the National Weather Service, and other num-
bers are from the Northwest Research-Extension Center, Colby. A re-
corded forecast updated throughout theday isavailableby calling (785)
899-7119. Current temperatures are available by calling 460-TEMP.

Chance of snow 80 percent.

conditions existed because of do-
mestic violence.
“Thechildwasplacedinafoster
homeandtheparentswerereferred
tomental health professionals,” he
said. Although no arrests were
made, thecouplewill faceatempo-
rary custody hearing.
Thetwoarrestsoccurred onDec.

24 and Dec. 26. Inthe earlier inci-
dent at 6:22 p.m. Terry M. Mason,
43, was charged with disorderly
conductinthe1200block of W. 2nd
St. Kristen Joseph Huffman, 24,
wasarrested for domestic battery at
FriendlyAcresTrailer Courtforthe
incident Dec. 26 at 2:21a.m. occur-
ring inthe 700 block of E. 4th St.

The other domestic battery calls
resultinginnoarrests, but did send
policeout tothe100block of E.Ash
at 9:54 am. on Dec. 26 and then
again at 5 p.m. to the 900 block of
Court Terrace.

On Christmas Day, Shull said, a
domesticdisturbancewasreported
at 10:24 p.m. when someone came

into the Law Enforcement Center.

Although it was unclear as tc
what promps the domestic distur-
bancecalls, health professionalsat
High Plains Mental Health have
said that feelings of sadness anc
even depression can occur during
the holiday season for a variety of
reasons.

Record-breaking year for tornadoes reported

WICHITA (AP) — The bad
news: more tornadoes were re-
portedinKansasandthenationlast
year than at any time sincerecords
have been kept.

Thegoodnews. noonediedinthe
Kansastornadoes, and the national
deathtoll wasfar below theannual
average.

Kansas recorded 124 tornadoes
|ast year, breaking the mark of 116
set in 1991. The state also set a

recordfor mosttornadoesinasingle
month: 66 in May.

There were 1,555 tornadoes re-
corded inthe country through Sep-
tember, accordingtostatisticscom-
piled by the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration’s
Storm Prediction Center in Nor-
man, Okla. Evenwithout figuresfor
the final three months, that breaks
therecord setin 1998 by morethan
130.

The higher numbers do not nec-
essarily mean more tornadoes are
occurring than in the past. Better
reporting systemscontributetothe
record, said Mike Smith, founder
and chief executive of Weather-
Data, a private forecasting service
based in Wichita.

“If we had had the radars, the
spottersandthewarning systemsin
the 1950s, there are a couple of
years — like'57 or 55 — that it

wouldn’t surprise me if they had
moretornadoesthanwehavenow,”
Smith said.

“But with the revolution in tor-
nado science and detection that
startedintheearly 1970s, it'seasier
to set arecord now.

InKansaslast year, thesoutheast
quarter of the state — 26 counties
that includeWichita— reported 53
tornadoes. That’s the annual aver-
agefor theentire state.
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(EQIP) applicationsto be considered for fiscal year 2005 funding isJan.

Genesis food drive to continue

Colby Veteransof Foreign WarsPost 3882 Auxiliary will continuethe
Genesisfood collection at LeRoy’s Printing, 560 N. Franklin in Colby.
Theauxiliary wishesto thank all that donated foods and cash to Genesis

over the Christmas season.

Heartland Share sign-up this week

Heartland SHARE sign-up isthrough Jan. 7 at the State Farm Insur-
anceoffice, 905 E. Fourthin Colby. Delivery will be Saturday, Jan. 22 at
Sacred Heart School gym. A food shareof fivemeatsandfivetosixitems
of fruit and vegetabl esis$18.50 plustwo hoursof volunteer community
service. For information call Gene Griffin at 460-3579.

USDA program cutoff looming

The cutoff date for the Environmental Quality Incentives Program

21, 2005. In Colby, stop by 915 E. Walnut or call (785) 462-7671..

Fish/game licenses available Saturday

TheThomasCounty Clerk’sofficesaidthe2005fishand gamelicenses
andtrout stampsareavailable. For questions, call theclerk’sofficeat 462-

4500.

Wheelchairs and more available at VFW
Officials with the Colby VFW are reminding anyone who needs tc
borrow medi cal equipment that someitemscan befound at theV FW, 220
N.LakeAve. Borrowing medical equipmentisfreeand availableto any-
onein need of theseitemsfor aslong asnecessary. Someitemsavailabl e
include crutches, wheelchairs, and other medical equipment. For those
needing equi pment or havedonations, cancall Deaver at (785) 443-1113.
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