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‘Busy Babies’ day
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Laurie Turner, left, showed her daughter Madeline blocks while
Justice Barrett, the daughter of Justinand Amber Barrett, played
today at Pioneer Memorial Library. Several mothers and ananny
got together this morning as part of Busy Babies group, which

provides an opportunity for parents to gettogether and socialize
while their children play. It was the group’s first meeting and
they’re hoping to grow. For information, please call the library at

460-0802.

TISHA COX/Colby Free Press

_ibrary has the details

Space-related trip awaits Colby youngsters

From Staff Reports

Aspart of anew program offer-
ing at Pioneer Memorial Library,
middle school-aged students will
haveachancetotakeatripto Colo-
rado Springs to explore space-re-
lated exhibits, said Judy
Kleinsorge, children’slibrarian..

The day-long trip has been
plannedforFeb. 26 andwill include
stopsat theEast Branch Library, the
United States Air Force Academy
and the Air and Space Museum at
Peterson Air Force Base.

TheEast Branch Library ishost-
ing a special traveling exhibit en-
titled“NASA @ your library” and
features aplasma-screen theater, a
stand with iMac computers which
runinteractivemultimediapresen-
tations and programming on how
the space program contributes to
health care, agriculture and more,
shesaid.

Interested Thomas County stu-
dentsingrades6-8will berequired
tocompleteaform, whichincludes
atypewrittendescriptionof howthe
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It'll be on the brrrr side
Friday...Mostly cloudy. Colder. Highsaround 18. East winds5 to

Friday night...Partly cloudy intheevening then becoming mostly
cloudy. Lowsaround 5. Northeast winds 5 to 10 mph.
Saturday...Mostly cloudy. Highsaround 16. Northeast winds5to

Saturday night...Mostly cloudy. Lowsaround 8.
Sunday...Mostly cloudy. Highsaround 18.
M onday, Martin L uther King Jr Day...Mostly cloudy. Highsinthe

space program benefits our every-
day livesand turntheformintothe
library, Kleinsorge said.

Thirty-five students will be se-
lectedto participatewith preference
given to those who complete the
forms and turn themin by 8 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 24. Forms are being
distributed throughtheareaschools
or can be obtained at thefront desk
at thelibrary.

Thisactivity ispart of anew pro-
gram, “Library in Motion” offered
by Pioneer Memorial Library

whichisgeared toward themiddle
school student. The purposeof this
program isto take the young moti-
vated learner beyond bound and
Internet resourcesto atangible di-
mension where they can further
their knowledgethrough new expe-
riences, Kleinsorge said.

Thistripismadepossiblethrough
thesponsorship of theCity of Colby
Special Law Enforcement Fund.

Contact Kleinsorge at 462-4470
orstopinat 375W. Fourthfor more
information

More winter wheat planted

WICHITA (AP) — Thenation’s
farmersplantedfewer acresof win-
ter wheat for the 2005 harvest than
| ast season, although Kansasgrow-
ers boosted their acreage of the
crop, theNational Agricultural Sta-
tistics Service said Wednesday.

The agency’s plantings report
offersthefirst glimpseof thepoten-
tial size of thisyear’s crop. Winter
wheat isseeded in thefall.

Winter wheat planted for 2005is
expectedtototal 41.6 millionacres
nationwide, down 4 percent from
last year.

By far, most of those acreswere
in Kansas, the nation’s leading

wheat producer, where farmers
planted 10.1 millionacresof wheat.
“It'simportant — when you are
talking about an investment of 10
million acres in Kansas,” said
David Frey, administrator of the
Kansas Wheat Commission.
Wheat acreage hasremained flat
inthelast several years.
Thestate's2005wheat acreageis
up 1 percent— about 100,000 acres
— from ayear ago. It isbelow the
10.5million acresplantedin 2003.
“The acreage is up ever so
dlightly over last year, but | think a
lot moreof it will behharvested this
year,” Frey said.

Busy beginning
Commission

has new look

By TISHA COX

Cothy Free Press

New facestook their placesat the
table of the Thomas County Com-
mission Monday morning at the
courthouse.

KenChristiansenand Paul Steele
took their seats as outgoing com-
missioners Glen Kersenbrock and
Duane Daweslooked on.

The first item of business was
approval of the last payment for
DirksEarthmoving of Scott City in
theamount of $84,462.75.

Commissioner Ron Evans said
the payment was for work on the
borrow excavation project at the
county landfill.

The reclamation project was to
restore land the county used to get
cover dirt for the landfill.

Dirtwasremoved fromland near
the landfill and used to restore a
field owned by O.D. Calhoun to
farmable condition. He had a con-
tractwiththecounty toletthemtake
dirt from hisland.

Another payment up was Kanas
County Association Multiline Pool
dues. Thecommissionersapproved
the $76,176 payment.

Evans was re-appointed chair-
man of the commission and other
appointees for 2005 are: Juanita
Dewey, county health nurse; Kathi
Wright, emergency medical ser-
vices/911 director; Dr. Victor
Hildyard, emergency medical ser-
vicesmedical advisor; Ken Ptacek,

noxiousweed and prairie dog con-
trol; BobMcLemore, local environ-
mental protechtion chairman; Clair
Schrock, road supervisor; Dr. Gary
Slavens, county health officer; John
Lygeros, emergency preparedness
director; Sandy Swob, householc
and hazardous waste director; J.L.
Ellis, radiological officer; and
Larry Jumper, landfill supervisor.

The 2005 holidays are:
President’'sDay Feb. 21; Memorial
Day May 30; July 4; Labor Day
Sept. 5; Veterans Day Nov. 11;
ThanksgivingNov. 24 and Nov. 25;
Christmas, Dec. 26 and 27 and New
Year’s, Jan. 2, 2006.

The commissioners also ap-
pointed the 2005 fair board mem-
bers. They are: Marty Crampton,
Stan Strange, Bill Shields, Gary
Garrett, Kathi Wright, Mark
Bredemeier, BrucePlumisto, Eliza-
beth Strand, Brad Skolout, Mark
Anderson, Cynthia Bieberle,
Darrell Dible, Nancy Rundel, Mark
Miller and Justin Alexander.

They designation of the Colby
FreePressastheir official newspa-
per.

Approved aresolution making
thefollowing banksasdepositories
for the county for the new year:
Sunflower Bank, Farmersand Mer-
chants Bank, First National Bank,
Peoples State Bank and The Bank,
all located in Colby and Farmers
Bank and Trust, whichislocated at
Brewster.

Information at meeting
brings questionable looks

By TISHA COX
Colby Free Press

Thomas County residentsfound
out Monday how well thecounty is
doingwhen stacked against therest
of thestate, alongwithhowtomake
the areastronger economically.

Thetownhall meetingat theTho-
mas County Office Complex re-
vealed some of the reasons why
Thomas County and Colby don’t
rank higher on the state’s prosper-
ity list. The meeting wasthe result
of the work focus groups and the
Pro-Active Committee, ajoint ef-
fort between the Colby Promotion
Committeeand the Colby/Thomas
County Chamber of Commerce.

Dr. DavidDarling, aK -State Re-
search and Extension agricultural
economist and rural community
specialist, talked about why the
county isn’t ranked higher.

Darling said Thomas County is
ranked 23rd out of the state’s 105
countiesandthat only threewestern
Kansascountieswererankedinthe
top 20 percent in the state. Ellis
County isranked second, Sherman
County eighth and Scott County
15th.

He also answered questions
about the subject.

City Manager Carolyn
Armstrong wanted to know why
Sherman was ranked higher than
Thomas County when it has fewer
people.

Darling said Sherman County
ranks higher because more people
areemployedinretail.

Though Thomas County was
ranked lower, he said it hasavery
small gap between privateand pub-
lic sector wages while Sherman
County hasmoredisparity between
thetwo.

He said growing private sector
wages is the way to help build an
economy and when that happens,
public sector wagesfollow.

At the basic level, Darling ex-
plained, in order for an areato be
economically viable, he said there
needs to be a population to serve,
they need buying power and aplace
tospendtheir money andthereal sc
needsto beajob and trade center.

He gavefive examples of larger
cities and asked peopleto identify
thecity that servesthemost people.
Of Hutchinson, Hays, Salina anc
Emporia, Salinawasat thetop. That
community serves a large area,
much like Colby isahub for nine
counties, hesaid.

Havingtoomuchinfrastructureis
another problem. He said an ex-
ample is Washington County,
which has only a few thousand
people but has several townships
and school districts, explaining
therearen’t enough peopleto serve
onall theboardsand commissions.

It also takes alot of money to
maintain it all. Darling said too
many townships are wasteful.

Thomas County Commissioner
Ron Evans and former commis-
sioner Glen Kersenbrock dis-
agreed, saying townships are the
last bastion of democracy.

mid 20s.

Thenumbers

Wednesday’s high, 32

Low thismorning, 16

Year ago today, 58 and 18

Recordsfor thisdate, 70in 1928 and -20 in 1905
Precipitation past 24 hoursto 8 am. today, 0.00
January total, 0.16

January snowfall, 2.8 inches

Soil temperature, 32

The sour ces:

Theforecastisfromthe National Weather Service, and other num-
bersarefromtheNorthwest Research-Extension Center, Colby. A re-
corded forecast updated throughout the day is available by calling
(785) 899-7119. Current temperatures are available by calling 460-
TEMP.

Wellness Fair Saturday

The20th annual Thomas County WellnessFairisontargettoopenat 9
a.m. on Saturday at the Student Union on the campus of Colby Commu-
nity College. Door prizes, aspeaker, avariety of boothsand pre-wellness
fair test resultswill be available. Thefair will wrap up at 1 p.m.

Amusement Association to meet

TheThomas County Amusement Associationwill meet on Monday at
7p.m.intheThomas County Office Complex. Thoseattending areasked
to bring new ideas for the 2005 Thomas County Fair.

Wheelchairs, more available at VFW

Officials with the Colby VFW are reminding anyone who needs to
borrow medical equipment that someitemscan befound at theV FW, 220
N. LakeAve. Dale Deaver, one of the VFW membersin charge of the
equipment, said borrowing medical equipment is free and available to
anyonein need of theseitemsfor aslong asnecessary. Someitemsavail-

able include crutches, wheelchairs, and other medical equipment. For
thoseneeding equipment or havedonations, cancall Deaver at (785) 443-
1113.

Colby’s community sign changes hands
TheKiwanisClub of ThomasCounty recently assumed responsibility
for thecommunity sign located on the northwest corner of Fourth Street
and Franklin Avenue in downtown Colby. For pricing information, us-
age guidelines and reservation requests, persons are asked to call (785)
460-5060, said Phil DeYoung, one of the coordinators. Reservation re-
guests can al so be submitted viae-mail to: communitysign@mail.com

Heartland School plans fund raiser

Heartland Christian School will haveitsannual barbecuefrom11am.
to3p.m.on Sunday. Themeal will includepit barbecue, rolls, corn, salad,
dessert bar and baked potato and isafree-will offering.

For questions, call 460-6419.
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