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Cheering is over,
will action follow?

President Bush delivered his finest State of the Union address
Wednesday night and laid out a plan that is|oaded with dynamite
but will, inall probability, prevail.

Despiteafew boosand hissesfrom theminority sideof theaisle,
President Bush had the ear of thosewho really count — the Ameri-
can people— and we haveahunch hewill turntotheflock timeand
again to apply pressure on the Congress to pass proposals hefeels
are necessary to keep the ship of state on asafe course.

Needlessto say, Social Security will be the hottest button of his
second term. He sees the need for an overhaul and those getting
benefitsnow and those about to get them, need not worry. President
Bushsaidthey won't beapart of any changeor overhaul. Rest easy.

TheSocial Security fight could get bitter, evenamong someinhis
own party. After all every member of the House of Representatives
will stand for re-election next year and you can bet your last buck
they won't beinany moodto makewaves. But the president will, in
histravels from one end of the country to the other, remind voters
they sent those peoplewho occupy seatsinthe Senate and Houseto
Washington to be leaders, to do what is best for those they repre-
sent, to bitethe bullet if necessary.

The mood in the House chamber where the president delivered
his speech wasamixed bag of reaction. Thereweretimeswhenthe
Democrats made silent but bold statements by simply refusing to
stand and applaud thepresident. It wasaunified minority party send-
ing asignal that thistermisn’t going to be smooth sailing.

But those kinds of reaction are legend at State of the Union ad-
dresses. Had John Kerry won the presidency and delivered the ad-
dress last night, you can be sure that the Republicans would have
exhibited the same behavior the Democratsfelt aneed to exhibit.

That'spolitics.

Allinall, wegavethe president high marksfor delivery and con-
tent, afar cry from some of the gradeswe had given in the past.

Now we'll seeif the applauding Republicans put their political
lives on the line and pass some of the hottest, most controversia
issues of the Bush presidency.

Hangon for theride.

Tom(TD) Dreiling
Free PressPublisher

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed onthispageareencouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com.

Where to write, call

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.ink.org/public/
legislators/jmorriso

State Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer, State Capitol Building
Rm. 449-N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399.
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It’s time to celebrate

I’m throwing myself a party to celebrate my
life and since | turn 50-years-old in March, |
thought I’ d start early.

Whileit’snot literally a’ party,’ | am celebrat-
ing the past — having successfully raised two
children to adulthood with very few cuts and
bruises (to them or me) — and it’'sacelebration
of the present....just that, the present.

But, moreimportantly, my party isacelebra-
tion of thefuture!

Over thepast eight yearsasaresident of north-
west Kansas, |” velearned much about thelay of
the land, the character of the people, and ever
moreimportant, I’ velearned much about myself.

Oneof themagjor things!’velearnediswhenl
suffer grief | need to taketimeto grieve.

My mother died almost 10yearsago, but | was
the one in the family who did the busy work at
theend of her lifeand never took timeto grieve.
Not until last summer did | put my ‘house’ in
order inthat area.

Another majorthing |’ velearnedisexactly the
reason I’ vejust changed jobs.

| learned theladder | wasclimbing wasn't the
one God wanted meon, so | switched ladders.

Whilel’ll bedoing exactly thesamework I’ ve
done since moving to the Hi Plains, I'll have a
smaller coverage area which will allow for a
more in-depth look into what’s going on in the

. ‘} Jan Katz
- - '* Ackerman
® From
Where
| stand

area. Moreimportantly though, I’ velearnedlife
isjust too short to put of f enjoyingit toitsmaxi-
mum.

My mother used to tell me, " God promised
you arose garden, He just didn’t say the roses
would comewithout thorns.”

Shewas correct.

WhileGodhasgivenmeafull andblessedlife
(rosegarden), He' sallowed thornsto prick away
at my soul long enough until He got my full at-
tention (that’s another story).

Anyway, asl| approach my 50th birthday, I'm
excitedto sharetimeand spacewithyou, know-
ing full well you won't always agree with me
(that'sjust part of the newspaper industry).

However, you can count on me for three
things:

(1) I'll do everything humanly possible to
provide you with correct information the first

time out of the shoot, and

(2) When | make a mistake (notice | said
WHEN, not IF), I'll take ownership of it and
correct it asquickly aspossible, and

(3) I won't waver fromwhere | stand on cer-
tainissues (that too isanother story).

So, whilethisisonly aglimpseintowho| am
andwhat | standfor, continuedreading of “From
Where | Stand” will allow you to get to know
me better.

One word of caution though, my maternal
grandfather used to say | was a’bubble off of
plumb,” soin advance, I’ m releasing the own-
ersand staff of this newspaper from any liabil -
ity for what’s said in this column.

So, come along and celebrate my future and
I’m personally inviting you to my ‘ party.’

And, whilewecelebrate, let’ sremember this:

Yesterday isthe past, tomorrow isthefuture,
andtoday isthepresent sothat’swhy it'scallec
agift!

Hope you enjoy my party and it starts right
now!

JanKatzAckermanisareporter for theColby
Free Press. Her column appears Thursdays.
Email ackermanjk@ruraltel.net, or call (785)
675-2155. Today ushersinthefirst of Jan'scol-
umns.

Iraqi people took a big step

The Iragi people took a big step Sunday by
participating in the first democratic elections
heldinthat country in morethan 30years, but it
still isn't clear wherethat step will lead.

It might lead to areal rarity; ademocratically
elected government in an ethnically Arab, reli-
giously |slamic state. Even Ted Kennedy hadto
acknowledgethe successof theelection, which
must have been particularly galling in light of
his pompous prognostication of doom and
gloom the other day.

Theelection, however, might al so beastep of f
the cliff to civil war. The national assembly
elected Sunday must hammer out a consensus
and a constitution, and then sell it to the Iraqi
people before new elections can beheldin No-
vember to pick apermanent government.

If they cannot, another assembly must be
elected as the process starts again. Inability to
do so could mean acivil war.

Somelragisapparently said they werevoting
so that the Americans would leave, which was
interpreted among punditsasafailureof Ameri-
can policy. I’'m not so sure.

Think what youwant, but | call willingnessto
deal withtheir own problemsand runtheir own
country agood thing and only wish afew more
had that view.

Thebeginningsof our own country werealso
fraught withdangers. Therewererebellionsand
battles over the division of power between the
statesandthefederal government whichat times
threatened to destroy the fledgling republic.

Jay Kelley

: ® Speaking
" MyMind

Some early radicalsin both parties sought to
instigate constitutional crisesin order to have
their own viewsbecome predominate. Thefact
that such crises could well have destroyed the
country seemed to belost on them.

In at least one case, known as the Whiskey
Rebellion, thecrisiswasavery rea andinvolved
armed menon both sides. Armed rebel ssquared
off against the militia sent to put down the re-
bellion.

Fortunately, the militia was commanded by
men such asPresident Washingtonand Virginia
governor“LightHorse” Harry Leewhowerenot
only veterans of war, but had no desireto fight
their own peopleif apeaceful settlement could
be found.

Cooler heads continued to prevail, at |east
until 1861, but therehaveal waysbeen conflicts.
That is the nature of a government where the
rights of people are held to be more important
than therights of the state.

AbrahamLincolncalledit“government of the
people, by the people, for the people” anditis

themost difficult type of government toimple-
ment.

The Iragis seemed willing to try on Sunday,
but they are far from finished, in spite of de-
mandsby liberal hot-headstogivetheinsurgents
atimetablefor taking over.

Senateminority leader Harry Reid even shied
away fromthe K ennedy/Boxer bunch Monday,
saying callsfor atimetable were abad idea.

Maybe we can learn something unexpectec
from the Iragi election. Contrast people in
Baghdad dancinginthestreetsafter riskingtheir
lives to vote and people in Ohio complaining
their civil rightshad beenviol ated becausethey
had towait inlinetoo long.

| still think removing Saddamwasnecessary.
Besides the weapons, which everyone thought
hehad and which still think arein Syriasome-
where, he was athreat to the region which the
west couldn’t ignore.

It was easy for the French and Germans to
belittlethedanger whileitwasAmericantroops
intheMuslimHoly Land keeping Saddaminhis
box.

With him gone, we can leavelock, stock anc
barrel.

Thelraqgi electionmight put usonestep closer.
| can't see how that isabad thing.

Jay Kelleyisalocal minister and writer who
speakshismind fromtimetotime. Hise-mail i<
jkelley@nwkansas.com. Heisa member of the
Colby Free PressWriter’s Club.

About those letters . . .

The Free Press encourages and wel comes |l ettersfrom readers. Letters should betypewritten, if at all possible, and should
include atelephone number and an address. These are used for verification of thewriter only. If, however, you want your address
and telephone number to appear with your letter, please ask usto do so when you submit your letter, or include anote with your
letter. Mostimportantly, al lettersmust include asignature. Unsigned letters cannot be published. Wereservetheright to edit
for clarity and length, and, likewise, reservetheright to reject | etters deemed to be of no public interest or considered offensive or
libelous. You can expect your letter to appear in print within 24-48 hours of receipt. Lettersto the Free Pressallow readersto
become engaged in public debate on topicsthey deem important. Please consider sharing your thoughtswith the family of Colby
Free Pressreaders. Thank you.
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