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Priority #1

Hoxie woman decides time
right for town hall meeting

By Jan Katz Ackerman

JAN KATZ ACKERMAN/Colby Free Press

Quinn Aumiller, Hoxie, shovels out after a snow storm passed through the area on Sunday and
dumped nearly 6 inches of snow. The snow started early. and ended in mid-afternoon leaving
residents to shovel out before their work week on today.

No opposition present at hearing
on Kansas Open Records Act

TOPEKA (AP)— Senatorshave
heard no opposition to a proposed
changeintheK ansasOpenRecords
Act that would requirethefull dis-
closure of public employees’ com-
pensation.

Supporters and legislators call
themeasurethe” L ew PerkinsPro-
vision,” namedfortheUniversity of
Kansas athletic director. Several
mediaorganizations, including The
Associated Pressand the company
that publishes the Lawrence Jour-
nal-World, won a lawsuit against
the university last year requiring it
to disclose Perkins' compensation
package.

The proposed change would
place into state law the Douglas
County District Court ruling, which
required the disclosure of all com-
pensation records, eventhosefrom
anonymousgiftsand other, private
SOUrces.

Ralph Gage, chief operating of-
ficer of TheWorld Company, which
publishes the Journal-World, told
the Senate Elections and Local
Government Committee that full
disclosurewasthe public’sright.

Donation
means new
life for churh

LARNED (AP) — The Escue
Chapel CME Church building was
slated to be razed. But an anony-
mous donation has meant new life
for the 99-year-old building.

“It's amazing how things work
out, isn’t it?" said Escue Chapel
Pastor Tony Hill.

Thechurchwasmoved Friday to
the Santa Fe Trail Center Museum
grounds, where it will be restored,
director Ruth Peters said. She said
the anonymous donor contributed
money to move and restore the
structure.

The church was organized in
1885 by the Rev. William Escue
with hiswife, Maggie. Parishioners
started meeting in homes before
building the church in 1886.

In May 1985, the Escue Chapel
building needed major repairs, so
thecongregationbought and moved
intotheformer Pentecostal Church,
said Billie Broils, trustee board
president. The Escue building sat
empty and abandoned.

Former Pastor Johnny Augmon,
who started preaching at Escue in
1971, grew up asachurchmember.
He surveyed the 20 or more mem-
berswho gathered Friday to watch
the church being moved. They
stoodinclustersor satin carsasthe
flatbedtruck |oaded withtheweath-
ered, wood-frame building pulled
onto the street and headed south.
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“Thecitizensof thestatehavethe
right to know how muchtheir state
officials are being paid, and by
whom, and for what,” Gage said.

Gage said The World Company
spent $40,000 in legal feesto gain
accesstotherecords, whiletheuni-
versity spent approximately
$27,000. Gagesaid fighting for ac-
cessto recordsin court is not only
costly forindividualsandthemedia
but also for taxpayers, who end up
financing the public agencies' de-
fense.

Theproposal alsowassupported
by the Kansas Press Association
and the Kansas Association of
Broadcasters, both of whom hel ped
developed the language in the bill
in consultation with the state attor-
ney general’s staff.

Thecommitteetook noactionon
the bill. The chairman, Sen. Tim
Huelskamp, R-Fowler, gave no
timeframefor advancingthebill for
debatein the Senate.

Another proposal before the
committee faced criticism, how-
ever. Itwouldrequireany privateor
nonprofitorganizationreceiving at
least 50 percent of itsrevenuesfrom
government sources to open their
recordsto the public.

Representatives of contractors,

health careproviders, engineersand
architectssaidthey couldbeforced
to jeopardize their businesses by
divulging proprietary information.

Jerry Slaughter, alobbyist for the
KansasMedical Society, said phy-
siciansand hospital sreceive much
of their income from the state and
federal governments, reimbursing
them for services they provide to
elderly, disabled or low-income
patients. Paperwork for those pro-
gramsalready isaburden, he said,
and opening records could force
many providers to quit providing
services.

ChipWheelen, alobbyist for the
KansasA ssociation of Osteopathic
Medicine, proposed amending the
bill so that it applied only to non-
profit organizations.

Other opponents, including rep-
resentatives of chambers of com-
merceandthetourismindustry, said
disclosing how much money is
spent to lure abusiness or conven-
tioncouldendanger effortstoattract
economic development to aregion
in acompetitive market.

In other action, abill taking the
first step toward consolidating the
governments of Topeka and
Shawnee County advanced in the
House.
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HOXIE — An old fashioned
townhall meetingwill allow Hoxie
residentsaway toidentify positive
attributesand plan for the future of
the community.

Organized by Hoxie resident
Cindy Eller, the meeting is sched-
uledfor 7 p.m. on Wednesday, Feb.
16, at Bowen Scout House located
one block east of Main Street on
Sheridan Ave.

“The purpose of this public fo-
rumisfor citizensto cometogether
inanopen, positiveformat toiden-
tify thepositiveattributesof Hoxie.
Thiswill give all the citizens who
wish to participate an opportunity
tobeapart of positiveplanning for
the community,” Eller said.

Despite the community being
splitover anongoing battlebetween
hospital trustees and one of itslo-
cal doctors, Eller said the commu-
nity planning meeting is not being
organized to discussthe hospital.

“This(meeting) will giveus, the
citizens, atime and place to come
together and focus on the good
things we have in our small, but
potentially vibrant community,”
Eller said.

Shesaidfor thosepeoplewhocall
Hoxie'home,” andplanto continue
to do so, themeeting isan opportu-
nity to focus on the “positive at-
tributes, or enhancing or increasing
the good things about Hoxie.”

Eller left Hoxiein 1975, and re-
turned in 1998, where she and her
husband, Jan, now enjoyingwatch-
ing their grandchildren grow up.

Eller said sheisemphaticthat she
will not sit back and watchthecom-
munity continue to focus on nega-
tives, such as a hospital which is
facing closure unless it can turn
around financially in avery short
time.

“Thedeclineof rural Americais
evident. | believe if acommunity
doesnot work together torecognize
thepositives(it) hasgoingfor it, that

declinewill occur at amuch faster
rate,” shesaid.

While insistent she is not the
“guruleader that hasthe answers,”
Eller has organized the meeting as
away tolook at thetown’sfuture.

“All communities, bigandsmall,
have their ‘issues,” but if groups
expend their energies focusing on
the positives and being proactive
rather thanreactive, we can makee
difference,” Eller said.

Shesaid sheisnot afraidto bethe
person to open discussion about
Hoxie sfuture.

“1f we do not step up to the plate
and be the catalyst for change tc
occur, whowill?

“1 welcome and encourage ev-
eryone to attend, jump on board,
and beapart of abetter tomorrow,”
shesaid.

“1 amhopingthiswill bethefirst
of other community meetingswith
no chiefs, just alot of Indians try-
ing to maintain and improve our
community,” Eller said.

Deadly U.S 50 in Kansas claims
two more lives over the weekend

GARDEN CITY (AP) — Many
people who regularly drive on the
state’sdeadliest two-lane highway
know how dangerousit can be.

Duane Rector, who usesU.S. 50
when he travels the 60 miles from
hishome south of Syracuseto Gar-
den City for doctors' or other ap-
pointments, has rearranged his
schedule so as not to get caught in
busy traffic.

“1 will either stay later or leave
earlier,” Rector said. “It scaresme
when | see peoplejust whippingin
and out of trafficand not paying any
attention.”

U.S. 50, which runsin Kansas
fromthe Col orado border to Empo-
ria, recorded its second and third
fatalities this year on Friday and
Sunday.

In Sunday’s accident, Sean
Michael Swanson, 19, of Brewster,
died about 7:40 am. when his car
crossed the center line about two
miles west of Cimarron and col-
lided with a bus, according to the
Kansas Highway Patrol.

Killed in Friday’s accident was
Todd Svitak, 40, of Pilsen, apassen-
ger in a 1989 Dodge van that van
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SPECIAL STOCKCOW & BRED HEIFER SALE
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2005

Stockcows, & Bred Heifers

Selling Choice Stockcows & Bred Heifers
in lots from 10 to 270 head.

For Complete Listing and Sale Information, contact:

Ogallala Livestock * 308-284-2071
INTERNET ADDRESS: www.ogallalalive.com

crossed the center line west of
Peabody and struck a westbound
semitrailer head-on, said Marion
County Undersheriff Randy Brazil.

According to accident records,
97 deathshappenedonU.S. 50from
1999 to the end of 2003, morethan
any other two-laneroadinthestate.

Interstate 70, which is longer and
carries nearly five times as much
traffic in Kansas, also recorded 97
fatalities during that time period.
The third-most fatalities, 80, oc-
curred on U.S. 54, which carries
nearly twiceasmuchtrafficasU.S.
50.
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