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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston

YouR RIDE To SCHooL 1S SEE7 | TOLD YoU I'D BE HEY,6LUYS! GINE US
HERE, MISS PATTERSON] J3| ABLE T GET To THE SCHOOL) AHAND I WE GoT A
o} WITH MY CRUTCHES! S BiG CHI-LOAD HERE!

| THINK | WOULD HAVE
PREFERRED 10 WALK]

N[YouR. MOM CAN GETON
OO0, IF SHE WANT:
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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston

| WAS SURPRISED WHENSHE | MTIGWAKI 1S A VERY OLD
INDIAN SETLEMENT THERE'S
TRADITION HERE AND HISTORY
AND A GREAT COMMUNITY
SPIRIT.
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ELIZABETH'S A @00D TEACHER,
ELLY. THE KIDS CAN BE HARD T0 | SAID SHE WANTED TO WORK
HANDLE SOMETIMES, BUT THEY | IN SUCH AN {SOLATED PLACE,
LIKE AND RESPECT HER. BUT NOW | CAN SEE WHY.
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THE “NATIONAL
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Garfield = Jim Davis

BRING ME )
FOOD!

YOU ATE ALL
THE FOOP
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Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne

V soonmeienve 7o & sorsuceesT
FIGHT ATTILA THE HUN ANYONE WHO HAS
AND HIs VicIols WARRIORS... TO 60 To THE
BATHROOM, 60 NOW!/
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MR. B, I'M WELL, DON'T I DION'T GET SUCH WHERE ARE YOU GOING?
NOT GETTING WORRY TOO GOOD GRADES EITHER,
SUCH 600D BUT LOOK AT ME NOW!

GRADES IN
SCHOOL

www.Blondie.com

NOW FOR THE
PUNCH LINE/

WWW.MORTWALKER.COM
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JEREMY, COMOUHAVE AN Ay ANy THAT 4D NOFE.
THOGHTE ABONT WHAT o CARE TO SHARE NOT A
YOU'D LIKE TODO URING WITHME? élON%E

GPRING BREAK'?
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Sally Forth ® Greg

I'M SORRY. DO
I KNOW YOUz

8 IT HASN‘T BEEN

§ THAT LONG SINCE
YOU'VE SPENT TIME
WITH HILARY.

IT SURE FELT
LIKE IT IN MY

Cryptoquip
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Saturday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN A BASEBALL
RELIEVER HAS FLU SYMPTOMS, ONE COULD
SAY HE THROWS AT A FEVER PITCH.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: K equals C
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Evidence pointsto cousn stealing
Abigail

DEARABBY: Heartsickisthe
only way | can describe how |
feel right now. Something very
preciousto me, an antique doll,
hasdisappearedfromitsstorage
place in my bedroom and has
been replaced by a similar doll
that | havenever seenbefore. The
only person besidesmy husband
who knew of its existence was
my cousin“Lana.”

Lana and her husband have
been weekend houseguests in
our homefor several years.Afew
weeks ago, we let them use our
bedroom and we took the guest
room.

The other day | went to the
chest where | kept the doll, in-
tendingtohaveit appraised, and
found somethingelseinitsplace.
| have no solid proof that Lana
tookit, but thecircumstancesand
family history all point in that
direction.

You see, thedoll wasafamily
heirloomgiventomeby my aunt
15 yearsago.

Asfarasl’ mconcerned, there-
lationship between my cousin
and me has been seriously af-
fected. What should be my next
step?

— HEARTSICK IN N.C.

DEAR HEARTSICK: Call
CousinLanaandtell her what
you havetold me. Perhapsshe
was upset that the heirloom
doll was not given to her, or
assumed that you wouldn’t
knowthedifferenceif another
doll wassubstituted.Ask her to
pleasereturntheoriginal.

I f sheisunwillingto cooper-
ate, you could report thetheft
tothepoliceand fill out asto-
len property report. However,
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Opening lead — five of diamonds.

The hero of today’s deal is ZiaMahmood,
whointhepast 25yearshasfirmly established
himself as one of the world’s all-time great
players. The charismatic Pakistani, who now
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you should beawarethat, un-
lessthedoall isvaluable, petty
theftsare not a high priority
for policedepartments.

DEAR ABBY: How do you
get someone’s name off junk
mail lists when that person has
died?My sister passed away |l ast
May.
| had all of her mail forwarded
tomy house. | specifically con-
tacted all the bill collectors and
her friends and gave them my
address, but her junk mail has
founditsway tome. Many of the
catalogs and charities used the
address correction service,
thinking my sister had movedto
my address, and now they send
their stuff to me. Therest of the
mail comes forwarded by the
post office.

How canl makeit stop?! don’t
want this stuff. The Direct Mail
M arketing organi zation saysthat
thisrequest cannot bemadeby a
second party.

— HAD ENOUGH IN
CITRUSHEIGHTS

DEAR HAD ENOUGH:
With a black marking pen,
crossout the bar code on the
envelopes and write “De-
ceased; Return to Sender.”
Then put the items back in
your mailbox. Eventually the
senderswill get the message
and the unwanted mail will
stop. Also, if you call the 800

numbersfor the catalogs and
explainthesituation, most will
cooper ate and remove your
sister’snameand your address
fromtheir lists.

DEAR ABBY: What’s the
proper etiquette when escorting
awoman through arevolving
door? | never know whether to
send her in first, or if | shoulo
enter firstanddotheinitial push-
ing.

Revolvingdoorscanbeheavy,
and | can only imagine that it's
difficultfor apetitewoman—or
onewearinghighheels—toma-
neuver.

But | don’twanttoberudeand
chargethrough adoor infront of
my date. Have you any advice?

— GOING IN CIRCLESIN
HOUSTON

DEAR GOING IN CIR-
CLES: Your rationalefor go-
ing first through arevolving
door makessensetome. How-
ever, when in doubt a gentle-
man should ask, “Would you
likemetogofirst?” In other
words, takeyour cuefrom the
lady.

Editor’s note: Dear Abby is
written by Abigail Van Buren,
also known as Jeanne Phillips,
and wasfounded by her mother,
Pauline Phillips. Write Dear
Abby at www.Dear Abby.comor
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles,
Calif. 90069.

Family Circus = Bil Keane
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resides in London and the United States, is

noted most for hisdaringandimaginationat the
table, and hiswit and charm away fromit.
Today’s deal, from the 1993 Vanderbilt
Teams, isvintage Zia. After West's offbeat
three-spadepre-empt and North’sdouble, Zia,
South, took astab at threenotrump on hiseight

high-card points.

West |ed adiamond, andwheremost mortal's
wouldhaveplayeddummy’sjack or queen, Zia
inserted the nine! Thisbrought immediatere-
sultswhen the nineforced East’sking, but the
contract was still along way from home.

East shifted to the spade queen, taken by the
ace, and a heart was ducked to East’s nine.
When East returnedtheheart king, Ziaducked
again, thenwonthequeen continuationwiththe
,ace. TheA-Q-Jof diamondswerethen cashed,
East showing out on the second round.

Atthispoint, withfivecardsremainingtobe
played, the opposing hands were virtually an

open book.

West was known to have started with six
spades, fivediamondsand oneheart, sohehad
at most oneclub. East, forced todiscard aheart
inorder to guard clubs, wasknownto be hol d-

ing four clubs and the heart jack.

To make the contract, Zianeeded four club
tricks, which might seem impossible given
East’s holding and dummy’s doubl eton ace.
But such things are child’s play for the Paki-

Stani.

He simply led alow club from dummy and
finessed the ning(!), returned to dummy with [T 2 |8
theclub aceand played the heart ten. East was
forcedtowinandlead aclub fromtheQ-10to
South’sK-Jto give Ziahisninthtrick.

In the post-mortem, the self-effacing Zia
pointed out that he had in fact erred by duck-
ing the second heart, which eventually forced
himtorisklosingatrick to thesingletonten of
clubsintheWest hand. Had Ziataken the sec-
ond heart, he could later have played the ace
andanother clubtotheninebeforeexitingwith
his remaining heart to force East to make the

samelosing returnin clubs.

Tomorrow: Theart of circumvention.
(€)2005 King Features Syndicate Inc.

“If you light that fire we’re gonna
have global warming.”

Crossword
ACROSS 39 Cereal DOWN 21 Mex.
1 Beast of con- 1 Actress neighbor
burden tainer? Jessica 23 Branch
4 Gelid 41 Bungles 2 Devil’'s 25 “—
7 Took off (up) purchase Wonder-
11 Engage 43 Eggs 3 Agra ful Life”
inidling 44 Autocrat attire 26 Opposite
13 Wish 46 Upper 4 Annoy of “alway’
undone regions of 5 Poolroom 27 Swayze's
14 Leo’s space needs “Dirty
comment 50 Fill to the 6 Busy- Dancing”
15 “Ironside” max body co-star
star 53 Prune 7 “Chair- 28 Ointment
16 “Jeop- 55 Charac- man 29 Curved
ardy!” terization of the molding
jugger- 56 New Board” 30 Convent
naut Zealand 8 De- group
Jennings bird pressed 31 React to
17 Horribly 57 Gorilla 9 Listening gravity
wrong 58 Chester device 35 Expert
18 Jennifer — Arthur 10 Parched 38 “Indubi-
Garner 59 Fe 12 Karloff tably”
series 60 Morning portayal 40 Rd.
20 Knock for moisture 19 “Sprechen 42 Dieter’s
a loop 61 Conclu- — lunch
22 Actress sion Deutsch?” 45 Double
24 I?/Ie;(?rizs Solution time: 24 mins. Erlggh
inquiries 2L SISH 47 pit
28 Nutty AR m[E[n| 48 Verve
32 Michael- [A|VIE BIE|D| 49 Tear
mas daisy ? E g C ‘E’ S 50 Tackle
33 Malaria moguls
symptom [s[c|a s[s|o| 51 Melody
34 Chart PlIAIN HIE|D| 52 Only
36 “Got it g : I\I/I : 'T E even
37 Dustin ST TA TElR prime
Hoffman IscC Alsill 54 Church
biopic Saturday’s answer 2-7 seat
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