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Monday'’s
Salute
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VK athy Arendt — onyour “ Locksof Love” donation.

Thumbs

VColby Third Grader s—onyour “Electrical” perfor-
mance.

Jim Ball — onyour demonstration that brought many
oohsand ahsfrom youngsters and some not so young.

VRexfor d’sWorthwhile Club — on your 73 years of
worthwhile deeds.

VColby Girl Scout Troops162—onthe* sweet” ship-
ment youarepreparingfor Colby military troopsengaged
inthefight against terrorisminthe Middle East.

VDaleHawk — on becoming oneof Fairview Estates
newest residents.

VDaniel Tibbles, ColeGarcia, Jared Flanagin —on
winningindividual Northwest KansasL eaguechampion-
ship honorsinwrestling.

VColby United M ethodist Chur ch— onthemessages
shared with the community on your sign at Franklin and
Pine.

This column is prepared early each Monday morning
by the newspaper’s publisher. To submit a name, names
or group for consideration, simply email
td@nwkansas.com, fax 462-7749, call 462-3963or drop
bytheofficeat 155W. 5th.And asalways, | appreciatethe
input fromyou. - td

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed onthispageareencouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com.

Where to write, call

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.ink.org/public/
legidlators/jmorriso

State Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer, State Capitol Building
Rm. 449-N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399.
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Avyear without hockey. That’ swhat 2005 could
shapeuptobeif National Hockey L eague Com-
missioner Gary Bettman and National Hockey
League Plarers Association executive Bob
Goodenow don't get their collectiveact together.

The NHL ison itsway to becoming the first
professional sport in North Americato have an
entire season cancel ed.

That doesnot sit well with meat all.

All year there's been no debating who will
tank, whowill win, whowill get traded and who
will makeit to the playoffs.

Rumor hasit, an agreement hasto bein place
by now or therewill be no season at all.

Who cares?

| do.

Hockey fans care.

| know thereprobably aren’t that many around
here, but if the tables were turned, there would
be more people interested if it was the NBA or
the NFL.

Imagine no Super Bowl or World Series or
NBA championship.

No Stanley Cup championship in Juneisthe
happy thought | get tothink about asit looksless
likely each day therewill be no hockey season.

The owners, headed up by commissioner
Bettman, say they’relosing money. | don’'t see
how they could belosing money when you take
into considerationticket pricesand how muchit
coststo goto agame.

They claimmost of THEIR revenuegoestothe
players.Well, duh. They’ rewhat peoplecometo
see. If the owners can’t understand that, maybe
they need to get into another line of business.

The NHL is supposed to be a not-for-profit
entity but theownersare making plenty of profit
off everyoneelse'shard work. They gripeabout

I’'m one angry hdckey fan

Tisha Cox
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having to pay high salaries but if you want to
bring peopleinto your building, that’swhat it's
goingto take.

Granted, ateamthat’ sdoingwell will pack an
arenaand only die-hard fans will stick around
whenateamisinthetank, but many peoplewill
shell out big bucks just to say they were at a
game.

There's only one person responsible for the
messthat isthe NHL lockout.

| blame Bettman. | think he should be re-
placed.

Maybe Wayne Gretzky should be commis-
sioner. At least he understands the game. He
should, considering he'sbeen called the great-
est player. Ever.

Maybe then the league would be in better
shapeand it would earn alittle more respect.

I’msick of thepolitics, squabblingandrefusal
onbothsidestobudge. Money and pridearethe
stumbling blocksto anew hockey season.

| can seetheowners’ sidebut they don’t need
Bettman serving as their mouthpiece. He
shouldn’t betaking sides. Without the owners,
there are no teams. No teams, no hockey.

| canalso seetheplayers’ sidetoo. They don't
want to havetogiveupany of thebreaksthey’ ve
gotten over the past 10 years, if they could be
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considered that.

Top-end salaries have had atrickle down ef -
fect and even rookies are making more money
than entry-level playerswere adecade ago.

Even though I’'m afan, I’'m angry over the
prospect of no season and I’ d like to see heads
roll on both sides. | can also recognize the fact
maybeit’sgoing totakeayear without aseason
to make both factions realize it's time for &
change.

Owners have to be fiscally responsible and
playersneed to grow up and face thefacts. The
economy haschanged and timeshave changed.

Playersaregoing to haveto go back onbeing
paid based on their merit. Score 50 goalsa sea-
son and they’ |l get paid likeit. The same needs
to go for someone who scores three goalsin &
year but getsafew hundred penalty minutes.

Right now thereareyoung playerswho think
they deserve a multi-million contract when
they’ redrafted. Tenand evenfiveyearsagothat
wasn't how it worked.

Playershad to earn that distinction but that’s
fallen by thewaysideasmoreand morewant ta
be paid based on their potential instead their
actual skill.

If only every other worker in North Americe
had the same problem.

Atthispoint, | don’t carewhichsidegetswhat
it wants. They can both roast asfar as|’m con-
cerned.

| don’t think we're going to get amiracle.

So, we can just write the 2004-2005 hockey
season off asabig, fat |oss.

*kkk*k

Tisha Cox isa general assignment reporter/
photographer for the Free Press. Her column
appearson Mondays. tcox@nwkansas.com.

When in doubt use rip rap

We hear an awful ot of rhetoric about the
impending bankruptcy of the Social Security
program. Meanwhile, both our state and our
national | egislativebranchesaredevoting hours
of valuabl etimedebatingthehomosexual issues
insociety. Themajority party ragesonabout the
partisan obstructions of theminority party. The
CEOs of industry and the top officialsin our
national administration blame the failures of
their policiesonafew mal contents. Thoseof you
that embraced theearly Microsoft Windowspro-
gram on your computers faced a message that
said you had made an illegal move and would
havetostart over. (Therewasn'torisn’tanything
illegal about your moves. The program has
glitchesand just simply getslost or confused.)
The economists blamed the ambitious young-
stersin agriculture for the woes of agriculture
inthe early and mid’80s.

Riprap!

Whatisriprap?lsn’tthat thematerial wescat-
ter to protect an unstable surface from destruc-
tion or erosion? Isthere alittlerip rap in the
aboveexamples?It’scheaper to build adam out
of dirt and haul inrip rap than to pour concrete.
It'seasiertofix all our social problemsby haul-
ingintherip rap than it isto face the responsi-
bility of taking careof theunderlying problems.

Takethesocial security program, for instance.
Weareproposingtoallow thediversionof funds
away from government securities and thiswill
preventthebankruptcy of our retirement system.
Supposedly themost secureinvestmentsyoucan
make are government bonds and securities.
Wheat isthestandard advicefromyour financial

Ken
Poland
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advisorsconcerningyour investmentsfor retire-
ment?Don’tthey tell youtorisk only that por-
tion of your savingsthat you can get along
without, just in case the investment goes
south?

Thosesamefolkswho seemtobeignoringthe
headlong rush of our national financesystemto
ever greater deficitsareignoringtheir fiscal re-
sponsibility for government priorities and
spending. Wewill reducethedeficitsnext year.
They cover uptheactual deficit by dippinginto
the surplus Social Security fundsand don’tin-
clude the requests for additional funds for the
war in Irag. They appear to be laying down a
littleriprapintheform of hypingthesoundness
of our social security systemand hidingthereal
dollar costsof thewar and tax cuts. Wereduced
theregulationsfor companiesthat wereholding
‘intrust’ the retirement funds of their employ-
ees. Supposedly therewasasurplus. Theresult
wasthedisappearance of thosetrust funds. The
surplus Social Security Trust Funds have been
sorely compromised by therip rap layed down
by thosewetrusted to hold thosefundsin trust.

The homosexual issues have been blown up

asthemost egregioussin of our nation. Itisde-
stroyingthesanctity of marriage! Our healthcare
system is being decimated by their unhealthy
lifestyles! Our children are being abused and
negl ected by samesex partnerships! Homosexu-
als are an abomination to God! Whoa! Check
out your scripturesand observewhat God thinks
about the sins of the heterosexuals. Rip rap~
Absolutely!! Itiseasiertoignorethepopular sins
of the majority by pointing out the sins of the
minority. Put their sinsat the top of thelist and
you' |l never get aroundtodealing with our own.

The pro-active homosexual sareclaiming 10
or 15 percent of our population ishomosexual.
The other sideis saying the homosexualsare
tiny minute 1 or 2 percent and therefore should
just be ruled out of existence. Even if the pro-
active figure isright, how can such alow per-
centage of the popul ation cause such devastat-
ing destruction of heterosexual marriages?How
sanctified are the heterosexual relationships
when statisticstell usthat ashigh as50 percent
of first time marriages end in divorce and the
subsequent second, third, and so on marriages
are less stable yet? The figures are about the
samefor thereligiousand the non religious.

Wheredowego after wehaul intheriprapto
cover up the homosexuals and the underlying
structures of the heterosexual society continue
to crumble? Will wefind another goat to sacri-
ficeand bury under rip rap?

Ken Poland isa Gemfarmer and member of
the Colby Free Press Writer’s Club. His email
isrcwinc@cheerful .com.
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