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CrosswordFor Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

It stands to reason that a finesse should be avoided
when there is an alternative play that might gain a
trick without incurring the risk inherent in a finesse.

Consider this deal where South is in six spades
and West leads a diamond, won by declarer with the
ace. What should he do next?

Since South can concede a diamond and later ruff
a diamond in dummy to bring his total to 11 tricks,
his only real problem is to avoid a heart loser. Obvi-
ously, if a heart finesse is attempted and succeeds,
the slam is home. But if the finesse fails, so will the
slam.

Similarly, if declarer takes a club finesse, he
makes the contract if West has the king, since he can
then discard the queen of hearts on the ace of clubs.
But if the club finesse fails, the slam again goes
down.

The finesses are equally likely to win, and which
one to attempt appears to be a tossup. But actually,
it is wrong to take either finesse before trying some-
thing else that is virtually risk-free.

After winning the diamond, South should lead a
club to the ace and ruff a club. He then leads a trump
to the queen and ruffs another club. When both op-
ponents follow suit, the slam becomes a certainty.

Declarer crosses to dummy with a trump and ruffs
still another club, establishing the queen as a trick.
He then leads a diamond. East wins and returns a
heart, but South takes the ace, ruffs a diamond and
discards the queen of hearts on the queen of clubs.

In adopting this approach, South at no point re-
linquishes his 50 percent chance for a successful
heart finesse. If the clubs turn out to be unfavorably
divided, which South will discover fairly early in
the play, he still has the heart finesse to fall back on.

When a player makes a takeout double of a suit
— as West did in this case — he announces the val-
ues for an opening bid and asks his partner to respond
in one of the other three suits.

However, the responder has the option of pass-
ing the double when his hand indicates that that is
the best thing to do. In effect, by passing, he over-
rules the doubler’s request and converts the takeout
double into a penalty double.

That is exactly what happened here when East
decided that one diamond doubled, played by South,
was probably the best contract for his side.

It is nearly always right to lead a trump when a
one-level takeout double is passed by the responder,
and West saw no reason to deviate from that prin-
ciple. Declarer won East’s nine of diamonds with
the king and returned a low heart to dummy’s king.

East took the ace and led the queen of trumps to
South’s ace. Declarer could now have saved a trick
by cashing the club ace, but he not unreasonably
continued with the jack of hearts, hoping to secure
a heart ruff in dummy. West took the jack with the
queen and cashed the king of spades, on which East
played the queen. West then continued with a low
spade to East’s jack.

East continued the devastating defense when he
drew both of South’s remaining trumps and returned
the nine of spades. West cashed the A-10 of spades,
East discarding his one and only club, and East won
the remaining tricks with his fifth trump and the 10-
9 of hearts.

So South went down five — 1,400 points — as a
result of East’s propitious pass and the subsequent
flawless defense. Had West started out by leading
the K-A and another spade, instead of a trump, South
might have held the loss to 500 points. West’s trump
lead turned out to be worth an additional 800 points.

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott


