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Visitor proves that
‘'silence Is golden’

Therewasno fanfare.

No drumroll.

It wasaquiet visitor settlingin.

But this*visitor’ wasalong time coming.

Thetri-county areaof Thomas-L ogan-Sheridan wokeup Sunday
to snow. Yes, snow! And it deposited the white stuff on and off
throughout the day. The wind was a non-factor. Slight breeze. The
stuff stayed whereit fell.

Thenispaid another visit on Monday.

And Tuesday.

Amounts ranged from better than 8 inches in the Oakley area,
around 7 or 8inthe Hoxie areaand not quite as much in the Colby
area, maybe 3 inches, although somereportsput it at 4.

But it was appreciated.

Themoisturecontent variedinthearea. But regardlessof thecon-
tent, littleisbetter than none.

Weneeded that ground cover onthosefiel dsinwhichanew wheat
cropwill soonemerge. Wecouldn't bear to go through another win-
ter with alack of moisturethat isso vital to our economic well be-
ing.

We can only hopethisisthestart of something good. Repeat per-
formances by Mother Nature will be our prayer.

February isn't known for producing alot of snow, but with what
wehavereceived since Sunday wearewell onour way —if notthere
already — to beating the average for thismonth for the immediate
Colby areawhichis4-5".

The snowfall even brought smilesto thefaces of alot of folks.

“Nice.”

“Beautiful.”

“About time.”

“Thank theLord.”

“Bringiton!”

These werejust some of the candid comments expressed in cof-
fee housesand lunch tablesaround the area.

They say “ silenceisgolden.” Thislatest snowfall underscoresthe
accuracy of that statement.

Keep your fingers crossed, your knees bent that snow continues
toblessall of thosethingsthat won't grow totheir fullest without its
help.

Tom (TD) Dreiling
Free Press Publisher

Where to write, call

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774
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THEY tell usthere are fewer people paying
into Social Security. How can that be when re-
portscoming out thisweek show another 190,000
new jobs were created, and over the past two
yearsthefigurewas2.5millionnewjobs. If those
figures are correct and those are new jobs
wouldn’t that mean there are 2.5 million more
people paying into Social Security?

Reportsal so say there are more peoplework-
ing today than ever before and if that is correct
wouldn’t that mean there are more peopl e pay-
inginto Social Security today than ever before?

Something strange going on.

Thosewho “steal” from Social Security’sso-
called“lock box” to pay for pork barrel projects
are playing agame with usto further their case
for altering theway Social Security benefitsare
paid out.

Or maybe...

Thoseso-called newjobsaren’t new at all but
jobsthat arebeingfilled by peoplelaid off when
American companies decided to jump ship and
movetheir operationsoverseaswherewagesare
cheaper and thosedudesdon’t kick into our So-
cial Security system. In that case, then, their
claim that there are fewer people paying into
Social Security would be right, thanks to
outscourcing of jobs.

The more they talk about Social Security the
more| am convinced thosedoing all thetalking
arenotfocusingontheentirepicture, butinstead,
are looking at a picture made of puzzle pieces
with some pi ecesmissing. Those missing pieces
allow them to distort the situation.

Social Security hasworkedsowell for solong,
and now weareaboutto“fixit.” It'sprobably the
only government programthat hassurvivedthis
long, and unfortunately, that is more than some
politicianscanstand. Onceitisdismantled—and
kid yourselves not because that’swhat is going
tohappen—itwill becomejust another govern-
ment program viewed as an anchor around the
government’s neck and they’ Il do away withit.

So, why should | worry at my age? Becausel
have children and grandchildren and guesswho
will be most affected by whatever is decided?
You'reright!

Enough of that.

AN OL D man and woman were married for

Playing with Social

Tom Dreiling

.My
Turn

many years, even though they really disliked
each other. When they had a confrontation,
screaming and yelling could beheard deepinto
thenight. Theoldmanwouldshout, “Whenl die,
I will dig my way up and out of the grave and
come back and haunt you for the rest of your
lifel”

Neighborsfeared him. They believed heprac-
ticed black magic because of the many strange
occurrences that took place in their neighbor-
hood. The old man liked the fact that he was
feared. To everyone'srelief, he died of aheart
attack when hewas 78.

Hiswife had aclosed casket at thewake. Af-
ter the burial, she went straight to the local bar
and beganto party asif therewasno tomorrow.
Her neighbors, concerned for her safety, asked,
“Aren’t you afraid that he may indeed be able
to dig hisway up and out of thegraveand come
back to haunt you for therest of your life?’

Theoldgal put downher drink and said, “L et
him dig. | had him buried upside down......."

NO ONE even close to answering Question
#9: “What lighted Colby sign is not what the
lettering conveys?’ | thought it would be easy,
butitisproving not to be. Still timeto get your
answer in, and remember movieticketsawaitthe
winner each week. Will need your guess by
Thursday afternoon.

THAT was sort of anice snowfall, right?At
least the wind didn’t blow it down into Okla-
homal Looksgood to seetheground decked out
in white. And the temperatures, while not ex-
treme, are cold enough to jar our memories of
the season at hand. There will be more snows.
Guaranteed.

TALK seemsto indicate that Ted Koppel of

ABC-TV’s“Nightline” might beonhisway out.
Again. Ratingsaredownsignificantly, they say.
Nowordwhat they will replace hisshow with. |
had to chuckle yesterday morning when one
insider commented that CBS — which Dan
Ratherisleavingandreplacinghimwill begray-
headed Bob Schiefer, andwhichisa sothehome
that claimstheoldieson* 60 Minutes’ — needs
to look at people younger than 85 to fill their
newsslots.

| FIND the BTK serial killer mystery at
Wichitafascinating. How it resurfaced after all
theseyearsisamazing. Apparently thekiller is
one of those who got away with murder anc
probably never left Wichitaever. Dol think he'll
eventually get caught?That’sdifficult toanswer.
If it'sthereal BTK killer, he won't get caught,
but if it's someone playing the police along, he
will. And | think that’s what makesit so fasci-
nating. | guessit has swept all over the country
and peoplein many places are researching anc
followingit.

TODAY isAsh Wednesday, the start of the
season of Lent. LikeNew Year’sanditsresolu-
tions, | also do special thingsduring Lent, like
reading, reflecting. Sort of my way to prepare
for the death and resurrection. | also visit my
churchduringtheweekday afternoons. That sort
of thing.

ON thisdatein 1964, The Beatlesmadetheir
first live American television appearance on
“The Ed Sullivan Show” on CBS.

Today’s Birthdays: Television journalist
Roger Mudd is77. Actress Janet Suzman is 66.
ActressMiaFarrowis60. Country singer Travis
Trittis42.

A THOUGHT for today: “Modesty is the
conscience of thebody.” — Honore de Bal zac,
French author and dramatist (1799-1850).

HAVE agood evening!
*kkkk
Tom Dreiling is publisher of the Free Press.
His column appear s Wednesdays and Fridays.
Email td@nwkansas.com, fax (785) 462-7749
or call 462-3963.

A matter of who Is spending what

A fundamental change hasbeen taking place
in how wedeliver governmental servicesinthe
past quarter century, but it hasaccel eratedinthe
past decade.

A number of public servicesthat previously
were delivered by traditional public agencies
havebeen shifted both to pseudo-public boards,
economic development councils, convention
and visitors' bureaus, chambers of commerce
andto privatefirmsand not-for-profit organiza-
tions.

Onedoesn’t haveto look far to find such ser-
vicesaseconomicdevel opment, tourismpromo-
tion, correctional services, solid wastemanage-
ment, foster care and adoption, for instance,
being outsourced to organizations and compa-
nies who have no obligation under the law to
open up their recordsto public scrutiny.

Whilewedon't believetheintent of thisshift
of responsibility was to shield these services
frompublicscrutiny, thatisnonethel esswhat has
happened.

TheKansasPressA ssociation, incoordination
withthe KansasAttorney General’s Office, has
initiated legislationin SenateBill 80 and House
Bill 2119tobring accountability toall thosewho
receiveand spend publicdollarstoperformwhat

Doug
Anstaett

® Your Right
to Know

havetraditionally beenregarded aspublicfunc-
tions. It hasbeenthepublicpolicy of Kansasand
certainly of the United States since the days of
our founding to treat those who receive public
tax dollars differently from those who provide
private services. We' ve done that for asimple
reason: those who are paying taxes to support
stateand |ocal unitsof government havearight
toknow how their money isbeing spent, whois
spending it and why.

Thomas Jeff erson spokeof thismorethantwo
centuriesago. In 1781, hesaid: “ Every govern-
ment degenerates when trusted to rulers of the
peoplea one. Thepeoplethemselvesareitsonly
saferulers.”

Our legislation attempts to redefine “public
agency” toincludethoseprivatecompaniesthat

deriveat |east 50 percent of their annual expen-
ditures from taxes or fees collected by cities,
counties, school districts, thestate of Kansasor
thefederal government unlessthoseentitiesal -
ready provide an accounting of their expendi-
turesthat could be accessibleto the public.

Thischangeto privatization of publicservices
has shifted a huge responsibility to the private
sector with no accompanying accountability.
Public agenciesare subject to the Kansas Open
RecordsA ctandtheK ansasOpen MeetingsAct.
Private companiesdoing public servicesarenot.

Wethink that iswrong. Millionsof publictax
dollarsgotothese pseudo-publicagencieseach
year. Wethink the peopleof Kansashavejust as
much aright to see how those tax dollars are
spent as they do those spent for public safety,
road maintenance, personnel and other func-
tions. Therefore, we strongly urge the Kansas
L egislatureto support changesthat would bring
more accountability to the spending of public
dollarsin Kansas.

Doug Anstaett, is executive director of the
Kansas Press Association, Topeka. He can be
reachedat: (785) 271-5304 (work), (785) 271-
7341 (fax) or www.kspress.com.
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