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The Army Ground
Forces Band
In Concert

Colby Community Building
Colby, KS

Monday, February 14, 2005
7:30 PM

Free Admission

No mail-in ticket request necessary.  Show up & enjoy!!!

Car deal by telephone goes bad
Phill Kline

•Consumer
    Corner

Dear Attorney General Kline:
Recently I made a deal over the

phone to buy a used car from a man.
We agreed on a price, he faxed me
a notarized contract of sale and
made arrangements for the delivery
of the car.

 I wired him $500 earnest money
but I have not been able to reach him
since then. Is there anything I can
do to get my money back?

Dear Kansas Consumer:
Unfortunately, it is very unlikely

that your money can be retrieved.
Sending money by wire has ad-

vantages in several situations but
you must remember it is like hand-
ing over cash and there are fewer
safeguards, especially when you’ re
buying something basically sight
unseen from a person you do not
know personally.

Using a check or credit card is
much more secure when making
purchases of any kind.

There are several things to always

keep in mind when you decide to
buy a car. Ask friends and family to
help you select a reputable dealer-
ship. Be sure to always get all de-
tails about the vehicle and the sale
in writing.

 It’s also a good idea not to buy on
impulse —  take the time to fully
understand all terms of the sale.

Ask the owner or dealer for com-
plete vehicle and title histories,
have the vehicle inspected by a
trusted mechanic of your choice,
and question previous owners about
the vehicle and the extent of any
prior damage or mechanical prob-
lems. Also, don’t forget to inspect
the vehicle to determine the actual

mileage.
If you’ re offered extended war-

ranties, examine them carefully and
remember they are optional, not
mandatory.

Finally, remember that it is al-
ways sound advice to know the
company or, in this case, individual
you’ re doing business with before
parting with any of your hard earned
money.

Editor’s note: Attorney General
Phill Kline offers this public service
to help people avoid becoming vic-
tims of consumer fraud. Although
some of the details have been
changed, the cases appearing in
this column are based on actual
complaints or questions.

For information or to file a com-
plaint, write Attorney General Phill
Kline, Consumer Protection Divi-
sion, 120 SW 10th Ave., 2nd Floor,
Topeka, Kan. 66612, or call the toll-
free Consumer Hotline, 1-800-432-
2310.

Disaster status okayed in 32 counties
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi-

dent Bush declared disaster status
on Wednesday for 32 Kansas coun-
ties hardest hit by last month’s ice
storm that left hundreds of thou-
sands of people without electrical
power.

Bush acted on the request from
Gov. Kathleen Sebelius, who
sought the federal assistance for the
counties that were among the 56 for
which she declared a disaster emer-
gency on Jan. 4.

The counties are Anderson,
Atchison, Barber, Butler, Chase,
Chautauqua, Clark, Coffey, Co-
manche, Cowley, Crawford, Dou-
glas, Elk, Franklin, Greenwood,
Harper, Harvey, Jefferson, King-
man, Lyon, Marion, Morris, Osage,
Pratt, Reno, Rice, Sedgwick, Shaw-
nee, Sumner, Wabaunsee, Woodson
and Wyandotte.

The president’s declaration cov-
ers the period from Jan. 4-6. It
makes federal funds available, on a
cost-sharing basis, to the state, lo-
cal governments and some non-

profit organizations within the
counties for emergency work and
the repair and replacement of facili-
ties damaged by the storm. It in-
cludes the cost for dealing with such
things as downed power lines and
poles, and debris removal.

In the state’s request, it estimated
eligible damage in the affected
counties at $39 million.

The declaration provides eligibil-
ity for payment of 75 percent of the
approved cost for emergency work
and restoration of damaged facili-
ties.

Damage from the storm was not
enough to warrant seeking federal
aid for individuals.

“ I am pleased we have received
this declaration for our communi-
ties hit so hard by January’ s
storms,”  Sebelius said in a state-
ment. “Federal assistance will go a
long way towards helping the com-
munities impacted by this storm,
and I want to thank the president for
this action.”

The Wichita area was especially

hard hit by power outages related to
the storm. The state’s largest utility,
Topeka-based Westar Energy Inc.,
said about one-third of its custom-
ers lost power, some more than
once, and some for up to 10 days.

Last month Westar, estimated its
cost for restoring electrical service
to the estimated 211,000 customers
who lost power at between $38 mil-
lion and $42 million.

For more information on
donating blood, please call 1-

888-719-8929 or in the
Wichita area, 268-0834

Make Your

Sweetheart

Smile With The Gift

of Flowers or a

Live Plant!
We have flowers, plants and novelties for

everyone on your Valentine’s list!

462-1300
1605 S. Range

Colby
Right Store Right Price

Wedding Invitations ~ Gift Wrap
Balloons ~ Candles ~ Party Decorations

1035 Taylor Ave.
Southwind Plaza • 460-0199

Where It’s A Party Everyday!

Supporters for
“Go Red for Women”

185 W. 4th St. • Colby
462-7136

If you’re wanting a gift
from the heart to let those special people in your life
know how much you care, Valentine’s is the perfect

time to send those sentiments ~ and we’ll gladly
deliver them from Someplace Special.

For your convenience we’ll be open and
delivering Sunday from 1-5.

CJ’s Boutique
Southwind Plaza • 1105 Taylor Avenue

Colby, KS • 785-460-0337

Hours: M-S 10-6, Sun 12-6

Huge Savings throughout the store!!

25% off all Spring Items and
an ADDITIONAL 25% off all

Winter Sale Items.

2 DAYS ONLY
February 12 & 13

Treat your Valentine

“SPECIAL”

this year!

Check out what these
merchants have to offer!

Saturday, February 12, 2005
Serving From 5:30 ~ 9:00

Special
Valentine’s Supper

Prime Rib & Shrimp...$23.95
Steak or Chicken & Shrimp Dinner...$19.95

1 Complementary Glass Champagne and small Shrimp Cocktail.

Colby Country Club
N. Country Club Drive • Colby, KS

785-460-6443

All meals include salad, backed or mashed potato, bread and desert.

Make Your Reservations Today!

155 W. 5th
Colby

How about
a

subscription
from the

Your #1 source for local news,
sports and weather!

Call us today to become
a subscriber of your

local newspaper!

462-3963


