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Ex-boyfriend has ulterior motive
Abigail
Van Buren
• Dear Abby

DEAR ABBY: My boyfriend of
2 1/2 years, “Neil,” broke up with
me last August.

At the time, I couldn’t under-
stand why he suddenly changed so
drastically. Early in our relation-
ship he had been accepting of my
two children, but toward the end he
became distant and cold to them.
Then he told me he didn’t want to
raise another man’s children and
wasn’t interested in being a men-
tor to a teenage boy.

Neil was also angry that I re-
fused to end my relationship with
my best friend, who happens to be
a gay man. Neil said there is no
place in society for gays and he
didn’t want a gay person calling
his house.

Neil works for a company that
he has always had an interest in
owning. Last spring, the owner
died suddenly and left shares of the
business to his widow, “Nancy,”
and their children.

Neil told me he intended to bor-
row money from his family and
buy out the youngest son’s inter-
est — but his family didn’t have
the money to loan. About a month
after that, in the midst of complain-
ing to me about his financial woes,
Neil commented, “Maybe I’ll get
me a rich older woman to take care
of me ... someone like Nancy.”

Over the next few months, I saw
him less and less. Little did I know
Neil had already manipulated a re-
lationship with her.

Abby, Nancy is a very nice,
classy person. I like the woman. I
went to her home for her husband’s
wake.

Should I tell Nancy what Neil is
up to, that he’s a conniving loser?
I’m afraid if I do, she won’t believe
me. Neil can be very sweet when
he wants to be, and I’m sure she

hasn’t glimpsed his hateful, con-
trolling side. His only real love is
money and power.

My motive is not spite. I don’t
want Neil back. I have a new boy-
friend who is everything Neil
could never be.

I just feel Nancy should know
what’s ahead. She has a gay teen-
age son. I’m sure when Neil gets
what he wants, that boy’s life will
be hell.

So, you tell me: Should I talk to
Nancy and risk looking like sour
grapes, or let her find out what a
lowlife, gold-digging scumbag
Neil is for herself?

— TORN IN SAN DIEGO
DEAR TORN: Ordinarily, I

would tell you to stay out of it.
However, because of Nancy’s
son, I’m reversing myself. Make
a date with Nancy (if she’ll see
you), and without calling names,
tell her about Neil’s longtime
interest in buying into her busi-
ness, his cash-flow problem and
his homophobia. If she has a le-
gal adviser, I’m sure that person
will discuss with her the advis-
ability of a prenuptial agree-
ment should she decide to re-
marry. And your conscience will
be clear.

DEAR ABBY: I am 13 years
old. At home, when I do something
wrong, I am usually threatened
with a loss of my allowance, but
lately it has gotten more severe. I
took some food off my sister’s
plate.

I was warned against it, but I
continued to take her food.

My father threatened me with a
$20 deduction from my allow-
ance. I don’t get that much money
in a month! Was that unreasonable
of him, and furthermore, is this
blackmail?

 — BIG SIS IN SILVER
SPRING

DEAR SIS: It was neither un-
reasonable nor blackmail. It was
an expensive life lesson. Your fa-
ther was telling you that the
price for ignoring his warning
would be steep, and he did it in a
way that got your attention. In
the future, I’ll bet you won’t ig-
nore your dad when he gives you
a warning.

DEAR ABBY: I am a Caucasian
woman married to a Filipino man.
We have a 9-month-old daughter.

The problem is that strangers
come up to me and ask if my
daughter is adopted. I find this
extremely offensive. What can I
say to these people?

— TEACHING TOLER-
ANCE IN TAMPA

DEAR TEACHING TOLER-
ANCE: Just say no — and keep
walking.

Dear Abby is written by Abigail
Van Buren, also known as Jeanne
Phillips, and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips. Write
Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.-
com or P.O. Box 69440, Los Ange-
les, Calif. 90069.

Bridge

The King Can Do No Wrong
Most books on play tell you how to

handle card combinations that occur fre-
quently. But because these books can’t treat
all possible combinations, it becomes im-
portant to learn to solve such problems all
by yourself.

Take this deal where South is in four
spades and three rounds of diamonds are
led, declarer ruffing the third. He crosses
to dummy’s only entry, the king of clubs,
and leads a trump on which East plays the
seven.

Declarer is now faced with a crucial prob-
lem: Should he play the jack or the king?
In attempting to solve this problem, South
dismisses all those cases where his play
makes no difference.

Thus, if West has a void, the singleton
eight, the singleton ace, the A-Q or the A-
Q-8, South fails whether he plays the jack
or the king.

This leaves those hands where West was
dealt the A-8 or Q-8 (in which case tossing
a coin is as good a solution as any), and
hands where West started with the single-
ton queen of spades.

It is when you reach this point that the cor-
rect play becomes apparent:

The king is the percentage play, since it
wins in two cases — where West started
with the Q-8 or the singleton queen —
while it loses only when West started with
the A-8.

In effect, declarer eliminates from con-
sideration all hands where the missing
trumps are divided 2-2 or 4-0 because his
cause is either hopeless or amounts to a 50-
50 guess. The only case that matters is when
the trumps divide 3-1 and West has a single-
ton honor.

If West’s singleton honor is the ace, South
cannot succeed whether he plays the jack
or the king. But if West’s singleton honor
is the queen, South can play the king, catch
the queen and so make the contract.

Tomorrow: Bidding quiz.
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