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It all boils down to ‘You’

Tothe Colby Free Press:

Itistimeto givethanksto all thosewho makethe Tho-
mas County Chapter of theAmerican Red Crosspossible.
The chapter was chartered by the American Red Cross
morethan 90 yearsago anditistheonly Red Crosschar-
tered chapter remaininginthe 12 northwest Kansascoun-
ties. | am honored an delighted to be affiliated with such
an elite organization.

As a chapter, we have the responsibility of providing
relief tovictimsof disastersand to help people prevent,
prepare for and respond to emergencies. Over theyears,
the national organization has delegated an ever increas-
ingresponsi bility tothe ThomasCounty Chapter. Wetake
that responsibility with pride and enthusiasm.

The Thomas County Chapter accomplishestheir mis-
sionwithtwovery capabl e part-time pai d staff members,
Roger Herren, executivedirector, and Betty Ryan, health
and safety administrator. Roger and Betty areassisted by
many volunteers and guided by atopnotch board of di-
rectors. Wetakeour fiduciary responsibility very serioudly
at the Thomas County Chapter.

We at the Red Crossrealize, though, who isultimately
responsiblefor thecontinuationof our organi zation—you
thepeople. Thepeopleof ThomasCounty havebeenvery
supportive of the Red Crossin the past and welook for-
ward to acontinued strong partnership, and wejust want
tosay, “Thank You!”

Sincerely,

JamesE. Oliver
Chapter Chair
Colby

(Letter #4)

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed onthispageareencouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com. Your submission must be signed, in-
clude adaytime phone number and address.

Where to write, call

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.ink.org/public/
legislators/jmorriso

State Sen.R alph Ostmeyer, State Capitol Building
Rm. 449-N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399.
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FIRST, THE GOOD
NEWS,,.YOU CAN
HAVE ALLTHE
CELERY YOU -
WANT..,
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Chute, shoot and darn

WEell, | proved my point. Inlast week’scolumn
| toldyoutherearethreethingsyou can count on
mefor, thefirst beingthat I’ d try everything hu-
manly possible to provide you with correct in-
formation thefirst time out of the“shoot.”

The second was that when, not if, | made a
mistake |’ d take ownership of it.

Thereyou go.

| just owned up to not doublechecking myself,
and making surel usedthecorrectword chutenot
shoot.

Now all you English majorswill have anew
project — watching out for me!

Seriously, over theyears, I’ velearned amuch
different vernacular of Englishisused for jour-
nalism than for other forms of writing or speak-
ing. But, I’ veal solearnedto correct my mistakes
and move.

| guessthat goesback towhat my folkstaught
mewhen | wasyoung:

“Just be glad people are talking about you,
becausethat way they areleaving somepoor soul
alonewho can’t handlethe pressure.”

What do you think of while sitting on the
‘throne?

WEell, acoupleweeksago | enjoyed watching
alady walk out of thebathroom at her officeand
shesaid shewasn’t sureif she should talk about
“this,” but thereweretwo men onthefloor |ook-
ing at her while shewas on thethrone.

“hat?’ | asked.

“Well, you know you can seethingsin clouds
when you look at them. | can seethesetwo men
onthefloor inthe bathroom,” she said.

As her co-worker chimed in, | learned the
woman was talking about shapes in the vinyl

Jan Katz
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e From Where
| stand

flooring which looked like two men staring at
whoever was sitting on thetoilet.

Thesecondwomansaidinall theyearsshe’'d
worked in the office, the faces had never been
apparent to her (assheraised oneeyebrow asto
guestion the actuality of the two guyslooking
upward), so | went to investigate the matter
myself.

Asthefirst women stood in front of the stool
and gestured to me where to look for the two
faces, shethen stepped aside and let me seeif |
could seewhat she saw.

Lo and behold, standing therein front of the
‘throne,’ | saw two men staring at me!

Sure enough, the one guy had alittle tuft of
“hair’ on the top of hishead, and the other guy
had the‘ meanest’ eyes!

Okay, I'll admit while it was my first time
standing in a bathroom with another woman
staring at thefloor lookingamenwatching us, |
wonder what her male co-worker wasthinking
as he heard us giggling about men in the bath-
room.

I think I’ [l stick to watching clouds!

| feel sorry for birds.

| really feel sorry for them thistime of year.

It's like they don’t know if they should bein
Kansasor in Mexico.

For instance, about 10 daysago it went from
short sleeve weather to coats and mittens over
night.

| was standing on my covered deck at noon
barbecuing and watching robinsget smacked on
the head and back with ice pellets.

That made methink of election candidates.

Whilel don’t ever feel sorry for anyonewho
runsfor publicoffice, sometimel feel bad about
thefact some candidatescan’t seemto makeup
their mind.

Do they want to bein Kansas or Mexico?

Do they want to serve the special interest
groups or the average John and Jane Doe fam-
ily which isjust trying to make aliving and
making it through life paycheck to paycheck?

Do they want to ride the fence and risk get-
ting barbed wire cuts in places the ‘sun don’t
shine,” or do they want to do what’sright!

My hope is the candidates who' ve thrown
their hat inthering for theupcoming city coun-
cil, school board and hospital electionswill get
their prioritiesinorder andlock their axesinthe
shed before opening their mouths promising
thingsthey might not deliver.

Maybeitstime candidatestakealessonfrom
therobins— grow thick enough feathersthat it
doesn’t hurt to be out in the sleet and do what
they promise and what’s best for the general
public, not just afew of the public.

*kkk*k

JanKatzAckermanisareporter for theColby
Free Press. Her column appears Thursdays.
Email ackermanjk@ruraltel.net, or call (785)
675-2155.

Bigger than politics

An amendment banning homosexual mar-
riageisalready ontheway tovotersinApril and
the state is al so grappling with the teaching of
evolution in our schools.

Onewould think — should these things pass
— that Christianity will have won agreat vic-
tory in Kansas.

To someextent that istrue. Any time man at-
temptsto conformto God’swill Godishonored
and pleased by the attempt (didn’t the Psalmist
say something like that?)

Itisalsotrue, however, that theobject mission
of the church of God isnot political.

Thatisnot tosay that political meansmay not
beused. TheApostle Paul isagreat example of
usingtheadvantagesof citizenshiptofurther the
aims of the kingdom, but to accuse Christians
who do not involve themselves in politics of
being cowards, as did Ted Haggard, so-called
|eader of America sevangelicals,issimply blas-
phemy.

Thosewho claimtheproposed amendmentis
hypocrisy because we are doing nothing about
heterosexual sindon’'t get it, either. Their view
isequally secular andthereforeequally ignorant
of therole of the church in God’s economy.

Christianity hasamuch bigger problemwith
which to contend than sexual immorality and
general ungodlinessin society. Those are just
symptoms of asociety that does not know God
and they are directly related to the function of
thechurch; tointroduce God to society andvice
versa,

Christianity, however, can’t seemtodecideon
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how to maketheintroduction.

We have a plethora of churches preaching a
plethoraof gospelsandall claimingtobeChris-
tians. Most say they taketheBibleastheir holy
book, but some think it is but one of many
sourcesof authority and others, thoughthey say
itistheauthority, havetheir own creedsor other
man-made requirementsfor entrance.

Even among those whose consensus is the
Bibleisthe God-breathed revelation of the Di-
vine plan to mankind, there are such major dif-
ferences in foundational doctrines as to make
cooperationinall butthemost superficial forms
nearly impossible.

Most of us believe the Constitution of the
United Statesto beunderstandable. It waswrit-
ten by imperfect, albeit good men, but they were
till fallible. Why isit then we act asthoughwe
cannot understand the Bible, revealed by God
and written in man’s language for his under-
standing?

Why isit that we are unwilling or unable to
stomachfrank and honest questionsconcerning
Biblical doctrine?Wehave chosen, intheplace

of theunity for which Jesusprayed, based uponr
thewhole of apostolic teaching, unity based on
selectivemorality and thecel ebration of certain
pagan ritual s which we have co-opted for our-
selves.

Acceptance and tolerance have gone far be-
yond matters of opinion until, within some
churcheseven acceptance of Jesus Christ asthe
only begotten Son of God has become amatter
of opinion.

Until the church of God — and the Bible
knows of only one — comes together on the
basisof hisrevelation, or at least finally realizes
that every conflicting dogmacan’t bevalid, the
message will be watered down into alegalistic
morass of contradictory demands for external
morality.

Some say unity isimpossible and such at-
temptswill only engender strife. It may well be
impossible, but did not the Lord say that with
God all thingsare possible?

Asforthestrife, that istobeexpected aswell.
When those wolves in sheep’s clothing that
freely prey on flocks under the protection of
acceptanceandtol eranceareput tothetest, they
will fight, just as Satan’s minions have always
done.

They don’t have any choice. They may [ook
likeus, but they can’t survivethelight.

Jay Kelleyisalocal minister and writer who
speakshismind fromtimetotime. Hise-mail i<
jkelley@nwkansas.com. He belongs to the
Colby Free PressWriter’s Club.
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