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There's a chance one Colby
business will be featured on a
new reality series, “Trading
Spouses’ airingonFox at 7 p.m.,
the next two Mondays, Feb. 14
and Feb. 21.

“We doubt that we will get
much air time,” said Dan Bour-
quin, co-owner of Bourquin'sRV
Park and Old Depot Restaurant,
“butitwasfunand educational to
watch thefilming process.”

Theproductioncompany, Roc-
ket ScienceL aboratories, discov-
ered Bourquins when one of its
film crewswasdriving by onIn-
terstate-70 sometimein October
and spotted the campgrounds,
Dan said.

“They liked the looks of our
restaurant,” hesaid, whichorigi-
nally wasoneof theoldtrain de-
potsin Colby.

Three weeksbeforethe actual
filming on Saturday, Nov. 20,
they contacted the Bourquins
about making provisionsfor that
episode’s featured couple —
Mrs. O'Brien of Evergreen,
Colo., and Mrs. Shackelford of
Smithfield, Va

Initially, Shirley said, thefea-
tured couple and family wereto
spend an evening at the RV park
and restaurant.

However, planschanged onthe
day of filming when the crew’s
project manager, Pam Wilson,
calledand said they wererunning
late and would only film the
campground as the family and
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motor home arrived.

“It turned out that they did film
the restaurant briefly,” she said,
“but we would be surprised if it
turnsout to be more than aflash.”

The Bourquins spoke about how
busy the nearly 20-member crew
was whether setting up outside
lightingtofilmthemotor home, the
constant communication using
mini-headsetsor how everyonewas
alwaysready for action.

Probably the most memorable
moment during the filming came
when someoneyelled, “They'rein
the building!” referring to the
“Trading Spouses” couple.

“We about got knocked down,”
Shirley said, “whentwo cameraand
sound guyswhojust sat downinour
dining room to eat, went charging
out againwiththebig cameratoour
entrance area.”

Althoughnot expected, the* fea-
tured” father and daughter decided
to comeinto the depot.

“We introduced ourselves and
asked if they needed anything,”
Shirley said. After looking around,
they played checkersfor awhileand
all that timethe cameraswereroll-
ing.

Another filminglocationfor this
particular “Trading Spouses” epi-
sodewasplanned at the Col by Bowl
and Fun Center.

After meeting with owners of
Colby Bowl twice, Pam Wilson,
unit manager with Rocket Science
Laboratories, apologizedfor being
unableto filmthere.

“Wewerereally excited about the
filming and so it was disappoint-

ing,” said Charles Schwanke, co-
owner of the bowling center, when
they couldn’t makeit.

Another Colby business, Or-
schelnFarmandHome Supply, also
met crew membersandthefeatured
family.

“Theproductioncompany called
asking if we could open two hours
earlier on Sunday because they
wereall ontheir way to Evergreen,
Colo. and needed warmer cloth-
ing,” said Shawn Yost, manager of
Orscheln’s.

Comingfrom California, most of
themweren’t equippedfor thecold
weather, he said.

“They bought sleds, coats and
more— spending almost $2,000,”
Yost said.

Theentire crew and thefeatured
family alsotold Yost that they were
“impressed with the peopleof Col-
by” fortheir overall hospitality dur-
ing their stay.

Although thisisthe Bourquins
off-season, Shirley said that they
keep busy with repairsand renova-
tions, along with adapting to I nter-
net customersbookingreservations
or wanting motor coach tours.

“It'safun business,” Dan said,
made even more fun when experi-
enceslikethetelevisioncrew film-
ing happen.

The couple opened the depot in
May of 1991, but originally the
Bourquins sold organic tomatoes.
From tomatoes, the couple ex-
panded to selling bread and crafts
and with one thing leading to an-
other the campground and restau-
rant followed.

ABOVE: Dan and Shirley Bour-
quin, owners of Bourquin’'s RV
Park and Old Depot Restaurant,
spent time reminiscing about
their experiences and possible
national television deput next
Monday. RIGHT: Yet the plan-
ning never stops for the Bour-
quins, who have already turned
their sights toward another
camp season and a special
Valentine’s Day candlelight din-
ner by reservation next week.
Working 13 hours a day during
their on-season from spring
through late fall/early winter, the
Valentine event is something
new they are goingto try, Shirley
said.
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By Jan Katz Ackerman
Colby Free Press

CitizensMedical Center, Inc.
hasannounced theaddition of a
certified registered nurse anes-
thetist to its staff.

John Patterson began his du-
tiesinthat field on Jan. 31,

" JohnhasworkedasaCRNA
forthepast 10years, and hasex-
perienceinall typesof regional
and general anesthesia,” said
Tama Unger, Director of Fund
Development and Community
Relations at the hospital .

Unger on Wednesday said
Patterson earned hisbachelor’s
degreeinnursingfromMankato
State University, Mankato,
Minn., and completed his
master’s of science degreein
anesthesia from Mount Marty
College, Yankton, S.D.

Colby hospital hires
new nurse anesthetist

John Patterson

She said he completed his
residency at Sacred Heart Hos-
pital, also at Yankton.

Patterson and his wife,
Denise, have moved to ahome
justnorthof Colby. Hisinterests
include home remodeling,
weight lifting and car restora-
tion.

Many factors contributed to accident

By Jan Katz Ackerman
Colby Free Press

Aninitial account of an accident
which claimed the life of a Colby
man did not outline complete de-
tails of one authority’sremarks.

Thomas County Sheriff Mike
Baughn said on Tuesday astory in
the Colby Free Press on Monday
only listed one factor which could
have contributed to an accident
which killed Jordan Harris, 20-
years-old.

Baughn said he told the paper
theremay havebeen several factors,
including speed, alcohol and
“freshly laid sand.”

Thearticlelistedonly thesand as
acontributing factor.

“1 never used the word mitigat-
ing, and | saida cohol wasinvolved,
but | could not say whether the
driver was drinking. | must have
said something about sand, but they
wereonaprivateroad andthey were
trespassing,” hesaid.

Baughn said hetold the newspa-
per hewasnot theinvestigating of -

ficer, and while he must have dis-
cussed several factorswhich could
havecontributedtotheaccident, the
sand was not the main or fatal fac-
tor.

“Itwasonly my personal assess-
mentsincel’ mnottheinvestigation
officer, but speed and al cohol were
factorsmost contributory totheac-
cident, again, in my estimation.

“Theroad should not beaconsid-
eration, as, since it was on private
property. If there was no road, an
80-foot pit, or sand dunes, that, in
my estimation, isimmaterial,” he
said.

Harris, along with histhree pas-
sengers, Tanner Brown, 20, and
SteveYoung, 20, both of Colby, and
Tyler Baker, 20, Fort Callins, Colo.,
were traveling in a 1996 Chevy
Blazer and were westbound on a
private road east of Colby when
Harrislost control of the sport util-
ity vehicle.

Harrisdied asaresult of hisinju-
ries, according to authorities, and
al threepassengersweretreatedfor
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Chamber luncheon Friday

Fair board to meet

minor injuries at Citizens Medical
Center. None of thefour occupants
of theSUV werewearing seat belts.

Baughn said the preliminary re-
port of theinvestigating officer says
the officer’s opinion of apparent
contributing circumstances is that
Harris was driving too fast for the
conditionsof theroadway. And, he
said the road was clearly marked
with ano trespassing sign.

“l can safely say alcohol was
present, but he may have been the
designateddriver for all weknow at
thispoint,” he said.

Baughn said itis time the public
gets serious about cracking down
on underage drinking.

“Until adults get serious about
cracking down onthe‘socially ac-
ceptable’ useof alcohol inour rural
culture, the question of whether
accidentswill takethelivesof more
of our young peopleis not if they
will occur, but only just amatter of
when (they will occur).

“Those underage persons had to
get the alcohol from someone, but

they certainly will not reveal their
source. Parents, if they are really
concerned, should be willing tc
work together with law enforce-
ment in encouraging cooperation
fromyouthinlocating andeliminat-
ing the sources of the alcohol,” he
said.

Baughn said the accident was ¢
result of choices, a beit bad choices.

“This has been happening for
years, and as minors, we were do-
ing the same thing. It’s part of our
culture and until we change things
it'songoing. Will weever learnthat
our choicesall haveconsequences,
and that bad choices may result in
bad consequences?

“When| seeaccidentsinvolving
alcohal, | alwaysthink, ‘ There, but
forthegraceof God, gol,”” Baughn
said. And, he said his “heartfelt
sympathy goes out to the Harris
family” at thistime of their grief.

Theinvestigation, whichisbeing
conducted by the Thomas County
Sheriff’s office and Kansas High-
way Patrol, isongoing.

Colby

The Colby/Thomas County Chamber of Commerce will hold its
monthly luncheon on Friday at the Colby Country Club. This month’s
guest speaker is Bryce Baker of Garden City. Baker will be discussing
customer service in today’s market. In addition, members will need to
choosethisyear’snominating committeetoassistinfilling board vacan-
cies, said Mary Ann Downing, executivedirector. All chamber members
and guests are encouraged to attend. For questions, call 460-3401.

Commissioners to meet

TheThomasCounty Commissionerswill meetat 9a.m. Monday at the
courthouse. Itemsontheagendaincluderoad department supervisor Clair
Schrock with adiscussion on sel ecting aconsultant for aproject on Coun-
try Club Drive and opening asphalt bids; a presentation on the county’s
emergency medical services from director Kathi Wright and Martin
Rinehart; Ken Ptacek on weed-free forage inspections; an update on
Northwest Kansas Community Correctionsfrom John Trembley and an
update on health insurance and benefits from Randy Dick.

‘Sky is the Limit’ trip still has openings

Thereisstill space availablefor the Colorado Springstrip scheduled
for Saturday, Feb. 26, said Judy Kleinsorge, children’slibrarian at Pio-
neer Memorial Library. The* Sky istheLimit” tripisopento studentsin
grades6, 7 and 8, who have until Tuesday, Feb. 15to turnintheir appli-
cation. “ It would be great to see anumber of youngsterstake advantage
of thisopportunity that will belotsof fun,” shesaid. For questions, stop
by thelibrary at 375 W. 4th or call (785) 460-4470.

TheThomas County fair board will meet at 8 p.m., Thursday at the 4-
H Building on thefairgrounds. The meeting is open to the public.

Library plans book sale Saturday

Pioneer Memorial Library ishaving its“Lover’'s Day Book Sale,”
Saturday from 9:15 a.m. to 3 p.m. The salewill be held in the basement
of thelibrary, 375 W. 4th, Colby. For questions, call thelibrary at 460-
4470.

Sorority to hold soup supper Friday
KappaUpsion, alocal sorority, issponsoring asoup supper on Friday
from5to 7:30 p.m. at the Colby Community Building when Colby takes
on Quinter in basketball action. The menu will include chili, chicken
noodle, and vegetable soups, along with cinnamon rolls, cookies and
drinks. The cost is free-will donation with proceeds going to benefit
PuddleDuck Pre-School. For questions, call Lana Johnson, 462-3727.

Conservation District reservations due

The Thomas County Conservation District will haveitsannual meet-
ingand awardsbanquet on Tuesday, Feb. 22 at 6:30 p.m.inthe4-H Build-
ing. Thereisno chargeto the event; however, reservationsmust bein no
|ater than Friday, said Lynette K oon, conservation di strict spokesperson.
The agendaincludes a meal, which is sponsored by the county banks,
€l ection of twodistrict supervisors, presentation of conservationhonors,
posters and environmental teaching awards. To make areservation call
462-7482.

Hoxie
Oakley

50’ to hang around

Tonight...Mostly clear. Lowsinthelower 20s. West winds5to 10 mph.
Friday...Increasing clouds. Highsinthemid50s. West winds5to 10 mph
shifting to the southwest in the afternoon. Friday night...Increasing
clouds. Lows around 30. Southwest winds 5 to 10 mph.
Saturday...Cloudy with a20 percent chance of rain. Highsin the lower
50s. Southwest winds 5 to 10 mph. Satur day night...Mostly cloudy. A
20 percent chance of rain in the evening. Lows in the lower 30s.
Sunday...Decreasing clouds. Highsin thelower 50s.

Thenumbers

Wednesday’s high, 41

Low thismorning, 14

Year ago today, 48 and 15

Recordsfor thisdate, 77 in 1951 and -13in 1933

Precipitation for month to date: 0.23

Snowfall for month to date: 3.7 inches

Soil temperature, 33

Thesources:

Theforecast isfromthe National Weather Service, and other numbers
are from the Northwest Research-Extension Center, Colby. A recorded
forecast updated throughout the day is available by calling (785) 899-
7119. Current temperatures are avail able by calling 460-TEMP.
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