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Tanker
IS topic

By Jan Katz Ackerman
Colby Free Press

Motorists and onlookers in
Sheridan, Thomas and Logan
counties might have caught a
view of acaravan of trucks mak-
ing their way through the area
with an oversized cargo.

Crew members of Lone Star
Transportation, Abilene, Texas,
stopped over night in Hoxie be-
fore leaving early this morning
hauling a143-foot long, 17-foot
tall surge tank. The tank weighs
232,000 pounds.

“WepickeditupinCambridge,
Minn.,andit’sgoingtoL ouisiana
to arefining company,” said
Mike Muehlberger, driver of the
truck hauling the tank.

Specia equipment and permits
arereguiredtomovesuchamas-
sive cargo.

“It's real dangerous work be-
cause we are real tall and top
heavy. That’s the reason for the
special routing.

“Each state works with our
company tomatch up our routeso

Lone Star Transportation drivers haul an oil refinery surge tank from Minnesota to ties early this morning. Seen here leaving Hoxie, the crew headed west to the 9-
Louisiana using aroute which took them through Sheridan, Thomas and Logan Coun-

the place you leave one state
matches up with the place you en-
ter the next state,” Muehlberger
said.

Thecrewislimitedtotheamount
of time it can be on the road and
wherethey candrive.

“Some of the bridgesaretoo old
for usto go over and some of them
we have to go over at 5 miles per
hour. Sometownshavecurfewsand
there are times we can’t run when
school buses are in the area,”
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Muehlberger said.

Logan County Sheriff Pat Par-
sonssaid hisexperiencewiththebig
rigs has not always been positive.
While he was not familiar with
Lone Star, he is concerned about
someof thecompanies' procedures.

“In general, the super loads are
fudging their permits and they are
not calling law enforcement.

“WEe' ve had $22,000 damage to
the Highway 83 cantilevers at the
railroad crossings. Therehavebeen
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four separate incidents where the
cantilevershavebeenhitwithinthe
|ast year,” Parsons said.

He said he's concerned most of
thecompaniesfail tonotify authori-
tiesabout coming into an area.

“My questiontothecompaniesis
if they are doing their own traffic
control why they aren’t notifying
|aw enforcement.

“1 caught one crew red-handed
the other day. | caught a flag man
lifting therailroad crossarm when

mile corner where they then headed south on U.S. Highway 83.

it was down. | wasin line on the
other sideand hedidn’t seeme, sol
got out and asked himwhat hewas
doing,” Parsonssaid.

Parsons gave the man awarning
citation for the incident. “I know
(super loads) haveto exist andthey
have to work, but they need to fol -
low therules,” hesaid.

The tank being hauled through
theareaisnot the largest one crew
supervisor Kelly Davishashauled.

“The longest one | ever hauled
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was 318-feet. That was from
Idaho to Texas, and it was too
long,” he quipped.

Tootall toget under most over-
passes, the Lone Star crew made
itsway along U.S. Highway 24to
the 9-milecorner and then turned
south onto U.S. Highway 83.

Muehlberger said he's driven
bigrigsfor the past 13 years, and
despite the danger he said he
drives “because the pay is good,
it'sgood work.”

Colby native is year’s first speaker for Dr. Pickerill Lecture Series

By Debbie Schwanke
Colby Community College

Dr. Mark Hansen, one of the
nation’s leading
scholars  on
American poli-
tics, will be the
first speaker fea-
tured thisyear as
part of the Dr.
Max Pickerill
Lecture Seriesat
Colby Commu-
nity College.

He will be
speaking on
Thursday, March17,at 7:30p.m.in
the Cultural ArtsCenter oncampus.

A 1977 graduate of Colby High

M. Hansen

School, Dr. Hansen is the son of
John and Joyce Hansen of Colby.
Following the controversial
Presidential election in 2000,
Hansen was appointed asthe coor-
dinator of the Task Force on the
Federal Election System for the
National Commission on Election
Reform. The task force was co-
chaired by former Presidents
Gerald Fordand Jimmy Carter. The
task forcewascharged with provid-
ing information regarding federal
electionpracticesandanalyzingthe
effectsof thosepractices. Thefinal
report of that commission, “ToAs-
sure Pride and Confidence in the
Electoral Process,” served as the
model forimportant measuresinthe

Help America Vote Act (HAVA),
the landmark federal legislation
passed in 2002.

Hansen isthe dean of social sci-
ences and the Charles L.
Hutchinson Distinguished Service
Professor in the department of po-
litical science at the University of
Chicago.

Hisresearch hasfocused oninter-
est groups, citizen activism and
public opinion. Heistheauthor of
two books: Mobilization, Partici-
pation and Democracy in America
(1993) with Steven Rosenstoneand
Gaining Access. Congress and the
Farm Lobby, 1919-1981 (1991).

In 1999, he received the Heinz
Eulau Award from the American

Political Science Association for
the Best Article Published in the
AmericanPolitical ScienceReview
in 1998. He also received the Out-
standing Book Award fromtheNa-
tional Conference of Black Politi-
cal Scientistsin 1995.

In 2003, hewaselected aFellow
of the American Academy of Arts
and Sciences.

Hansen’s current research fo-
cuses on public opinion, public
budgeting and politicians’ infer-
ences from the outcomes of elec-
tions.

In addition to his distinguished
scholarship, Hansen is an experi-
enced administrator. Hejoined the
University of Chicago faculty in

Groundwater District readies for 30th annual meeting

The 30th annual meeting of the
Northwest Kansas Groundwater
Management District No. 4 will be
held Wednesday, Feb. 16 in
Goodland at the Best Western Buf -
falo Inn beginning at 1 p.m. local
time(MST).

Theagendaincludes:

« Approval of 29thAnnual Meet-
ing Minutes

» 2004 Audit Report

« 2006 Operating Budget

« Election of County Board Posi-
tions

Cheyenne County - Position 1

Sherman/Wallace County - Po-
sition4
Thomas County - Position 6
« Unfinished or Other Business
« OgallalaAquifer Sub-unit Pro-
tocol Discussion
elrrigation TransitionAssistance
“Thismeetingremainsoneof the
best opportunitiesfor district mem-
bersand othersto see how the dis-
trict works and to help direct what
it will be doinginthefuture,” said
Wayne Bossert, district manager.
“Included in the annual meeting
packet will be: water level data;

Two appear in Hoxie court

By Jan Katz Ackerman
Colby Free Press

HOXIE— Two Sheridan County
menwereincourt thismorningand
onepleaded guilty todrivingunder
theinfluence.

Rex Storer, Sr., Hoxie, pleaded
guilty to histhird DUI and waived
hisrightsto atrial.

Accompanied by his court ap-
pointed attorney, Bruce Flipse,
Colby, Storer told District Judge
Glenn Schiffner hedrank anddrove
hiscar on Dec. 31.

Sheridan County Attorney Mike
Haas, as part of a plea agreement,
dismissed charges of not having
proof of liability insurance and
driving on asuspended driver’sli-
cense for Storer’s plea of guilty to
thefelony DUI.

Sincethisishisthird DUI, Storer
facesoneyear inthecountyjail and
afineof notlessthan $1,500 and not
morethan $2,500.

Schiffner told Storer as part of
sentencing, whichwill takeplaceat
10a.m.onMarch 11, hewill bere-

quired to serve a minimum of 90
days sentence, two of which must
beinthecounty jail andtheremain-
ing88oneither housearrest or work
release.

Storer remainson arecognizance
bond until sentencing.

Also in court this morning was
Richard Carpenter, Selden.

Carpenter is being sued by the
city of Selden for maintaining his
property in such away it alegedly
createsaprivateor publicnuisance.

Carpenter told Schiffner he had
not retained an attorney torepresent
him and denied that his property
was aproblem.

Selden City Attorney Ken Eland
told Schiffner that contact with Car-
penter and the city has been ongo-
ing for “over ayear,” and the city
wanted the caseto “move aong.”

Schiffner gave Carpenter and
Eland until March 1 to exchangea
witnesslistand preparefor apretrial
onApril 8.

A trial hasbeen set for 1:30 p.m.
onMay 6.
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water usedataby county, by system,
by year; and several other new in-
formational items,” he said.

Intheevent of inclement weather,
local radio stationswill be used to
notify thepublicof themeeting can-
cellation and for re-scheduling in-
formation.

For questionsor further informa-
tion, contact the GMD office at
1175S. Range, Colby, Kan. 67701-
0905, (785) 462-3915.

Youcanasoe-mail thedistrict at:
wab@gmd4.org, or visit the
website at: www.gmd4.org/an-
mtg.html.

Break-in brings two arrests

BREWSTER — An afternoon
break-in at a chemical company
ended with the arrest of two area
men.

Thomas County Undersheriff
Jason R. Moses said Thursday
morning that authorities were
alerted shortly before 6 p.m. on
Wednesday of two men breaking
into Berkgren Chemical Company
at Brewster.

Moses said an eyewitness saw
Jeffrey W. Murphy, 27, Goodland,
and CharlesD. Mitchell, 50, Col by,
“forcefully enterintotheofficeand
leaveashort timelater.”

Murphy was arrested for bur-
glary, theft, criminal trespass, pos-
session of methamphetamine and
possession of drug paraphernalia,
Moses said.

HesaidMitchell wasarrestedfor

burglary, theft and criminal tres-
pass.
Berkgren Chemical islocated
just south of the Interstate 70 Exit
36 interchange, and Kansas High-
way Patrol troopersin the arealo-
cated and arrested the two men.
They arecurrently intheThomas
County Jail pending chargesbeing
filed by Thomas County Attorney
AndreaWyrick.

Newstipsto:
/85
462-3963

The Saint Francis Academy has once again

been awarded the state of Kansas SRS contracts
to provide Foster Care Reintegration and
Family Preservation services in Region 4
(roughly the western half of Kansas).

Thanks to our dedicated staff

and resource families, the local SRS

offices, community organizations,
schools, judicial offices, churches and
everyone who works to make a positive
and lasting difference in the lives of

Kansas children and families.

THE
SAINT
FRANCIS
ACADEMY

INCORPORATED

The voice of hope for Kansas children and families since 1945.

1986 asassistant professor inpoliti-
cal science, was named an associ-
ate professor in 1992 and aprofes-
sor inpolitical sciencein 1994.

He served as chair of the politi-
cal sciencedepartment from 1995-
98, when he was named associate
provost for education and research.

He received his undergraduate
degreein 1981 fromtheUniversity
of Kansas, aMaster’sof Philosophy

All Roads Lead To....

ee USED CARS ¢ »
1991 Dodge DYNaStY ...ccovvveeieieiiiieieiee e Blue, $995
1992 Chevrolet Lumina...........

1992 Dodge Dynasty ...............

1992 Chevrolet Camaro

1992 Buick Regal.........cccoenee.
1993 Chevrolet Caprice ClasSiC .........ccocvevennenn. White, $4,295
1996 Dodge Grand Caravan ...
1996 Plymouth Grand Voyager
1997 Ford Windstar .................

1997 Cadillac De Ville

2000 Chrysler Concorde.........
2000 Chrysler Town & Country

2000 Ford Mustang
2000 Chevrolet Venture
2001 Chrysler PT Cruiser

2002 Chevrolet Venture LS.....
2002 Buick Regal LS ...............

2003 Cadillac CTS

2003 Dodge Grand Caravan ...
2004 Chevrolet Impala ............

2004 Chrysler Sebring

2004 Dodge Grand Caravan ...

2004 Dodge Neon
2004 Oldsmobile Alergo GL2
2004 Pontiac Grand AM
2004 Dodge Neon
2004 Chevrolet Malibu

2004 Chevrolet ImpalaLS.......

2004 Chrysler Sebring

1993 Ford F-250 Diesel

1995 Chevrolet S-10 ZR2 ........

1995 Chevrolet 1/2 Ton 4x4

1995 Ford F-150.......ccccoveueeennnn.
1995 Dodge RAM-2500............
1996 Chevrolet K-1500............
1997 Chevrolet Suburban.......
1997 Chevrolet Tahoe LS........

1997 GMC Suburban SLT

1997 Ford F250 HD ..................

1998 Ford F-150 XLT
1998 Chevrolet 1/2 Ton 4x4

1998 Dodge RAM-2500 4x4.....
1998 Chevrolet S-10 ZR2 ........
1999 Chevrolet Suburban .......
1999 Chevrolet Silverado LS..
1999 Dodge Ram-2500 ............
1999 Chevrolet Suburban.......

2000 Chevrolet 3/4 Ton 4x4
2000 Chevrolet 1/2 Ton 4x4

2001 Ford F-250..........ccecuvveen.
2001 Chevrolet S-10 Pickup ...
2001 GMC Sierra 3/4 T 4x4 SLE
2001 Chevrolet Silverado Z-71
2001 Chevrolet Tahoe LT ........
2001 Ford 3/4ToN ...ccvveevvneeee.
2002 Dodge RAM 1500............

2002 GMC Sierra Z-71

2002 Dodge RAM-1500............
2002 Chevrolet Silverado 1/2 T
2003 Chevrolet Silverado K-1500.................... White, $23,995
2003 Jeep Grand Cherokee ....
2003 Chevrolet Silverado 2500HD
2003 Ford F150 XLT Lariet......
2003 Chevrolet Silverado 1500
2003 Chevrolet Silverado 3/4 T
2004 Chevrolet Silverado 1500

2004 Chevrolet Trailblazer LS

.............................. Red, $2,995
........................... White, $2,695

........................... White, $7,595

.................... Steel Blue, $6,995

........................ DK Teal, $6,495

........................... White, $8,955

......................... White, $16,995
......................... White, $19,995

............................ Red, $14,000
........................... Blue, $10,995
.......................... Silver, $11,995
........................... Gold, $13,995

.......................... Silver, $11,995

............................ Red, $13,995
e+ USED TRUCKS ¢

.............................. Teal, $6,995

.................... Silver/Red, $6,495
............................. Gray, $9,995
........................... White, $8,995
.................. Cherry Ice, $10,995
............................. Blue, $8,695
.................... Cherry Ice, $9,995
.............................. Red, $9,995
.............................. Teal, $5,995
........................... White, $9,995

........................... White, $6,995
............. White/Pewter, $12,995
...................... DK Red, $15,495
.................. Red/Silver, $12,495
.................. Red/Silver, $18,995
................... Red/Gray, $16,995
........................... Gold, $16,995
......................... White, $11,495

........................... Gold, $19,495
......................... White, $23,995
......................... White, $21,995
............................ Red, $19,995
........................... Gold, $12,495

........................... Gold, $24,995

...................... DK Red, $18,995

degree in 1983 and his Ph.D. in
1987 from Yale University.

Everyoneisinvited to attend the
lecture. There is no admission
charge.

The Dr. Max Pickerill Lecture
Seriesisfunded annually by anony-
mous donations.

For more information, contact
lectureserieschair Cathy Gordonat
thecollege.

611 S. Freeman
785-672-3102

118 W. 2nd
785-672-3238

LT Blue, $2,495
LT Blue, $1,995

............................ Teal, $5,295
Maroon, $6,995
Cream, $6,495

Silver, $10,995
Silver, $9,395

Black, $13,495
Silver, $10,995
Cream, $25,995

Silver, $15,995

Blue, $11,995

Silver, $15,995

White/Red, $6,495

Blue/Silver, $8,995

Green, $15,495

Pweter, $11,995

................... Maroon, $19,995
Green, $19,995

.......................... Red, $21,995

Pewter, $23,995
............. Charcoal, $28,595

Pewter, $18,995
......................... Blue, $22,995
....................... White, $23,995




