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Don’t permit them
to close our schools

It'sout in the open now.

Eastern Kansas|egislatorswant to close our schools.

Notjustthestruggling“little” schoolslike Jennings, Brewster and
Weskan. Under oneplanonthetablein Topeka, it’slikely that every
district in northwest Kansas, save one or two, would be forced to
merge.

Thelegislatorssay, of course, that they don’t want tocloseschools.
It'sall about cutting administrative expense, they say.

Bull.

First, there’ snoway to savemoney by consolidating districts. Most
havecut coststothebone. Buildingsstill need principal s. Someone
still hasto fill out the state and federal paperwork. Classes would
still need teachers.

Jim Has, aresearch specialist with the Kansas Association of
School Boards, put it well: “The only way to have substantial sav-
ing would beto close buildings.”

Oneplan, by Rep. Candy Ruff, aL eavenworth Democrat, would
cuttojust onedistrictinany county with fewer than 26,000 people,
whichisall of our counties. That would eliminate 122 of the state’s
302 school districts.

Another, by Sen. Phil Journey, aWichita-areaRepublican, would
require merging al districts under 1,000 enrollment. In northwest
Kansas, only ahandful would survive.

And at first, perhaps, schools would remain open in county seat
towns. Forget about the little ones — Brewster, Rexford, Weskan
andthelike. They’ d be closed. Many are on the edge anyway.

But two things happen in school consolidations: The town with
thevotes getsthe schools, no matter what promisesare made at the
outset. Ask peoplein McDonald. And sinceclosing buildingsisthe
only real way to save money, someday it’ll happen. Studentsin St.
Francis, Atwood, Oberlin, Sharon Springs, Hoxieand other smaller
county seatswill wind up being bused to“ efficient” high schoolsin
larger towns. Eventhose school swill havelessmoney thanthey get
today.

And peopleinthecitieswill neither notice nor care.

Theirtaxeswon’t go down, educationwon’t beany better for any-
one, but rural kidswill spendhoursonabusevery day of their school
lives.

Thisisnojoke, folks.

The Legislature is under the gun to do something about school
finance. Eastern Kansas has the votes. Unless we start screaming
now, our schools aretoast.

People in Topeka, Johnson County and Wichita are stoking the
fires.

Itwill beup to our legislators, our school leaders and our people
tomakeacasefor small schools. Let’'shopeweareuptoit, because
nothing could be more important to our survival out here on the
Plains.

Steve Haynes
Nor’ West Newspapers

About those letters . ..

The Free Press encourages and welcomes lettersfrom
readers. Lettersshould betypewritten, if at all possible, and
should include atel ephone number and an address. Most
importantly, all lettersmust include asignature. Unsigned
letters cannot be published. Wereservetheright to edit for
clarity and length, and, likewise, reservetheright to reject
letters deemed to be of no publicinterest or considered
offensiveor libelous.
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WHEN | HEAR PEOPLE
SAY THATI BENEFITED
FROM THE OIL FOR
FOOD PROGRAM..
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SEI%TE TO REMIND
ME OF THE MOST
IMPORTANT THING

I FOSSESS...

Sign question stumped them all

NOBODY camethrough withthe correct an-
swer to Question #9: “What lighted Colby sign
isnot what thelettering conveys?’ Of the 26 re-
spondents, slightly more than half focused on
“Colby, the Oasis on the Plains.” In someform
or another most said the slogan doesn’t capture
the true essence of the community. One sarcas-
tic responseisbest left corked. They must have
had a slogan contest and that person |ost.

The answer isthe lighted “ City Limits” sign
that greetsyou asyou exit [-70 coming in from
the west. Thereason | picked that sign was due
tothecomment madeby visitorsalittlemorethan
amonthagowho pulledinto Colby after dark and
thought it wasuniquethat thecity wouldlight up
their “City Limits’ sign for benefit of travelers.
They were surprisedtolearnthat it wasarestau-
rant/bar combination and not what they thought.
We dined there that evening and the next morn-
ing they were still talking about the great steak
they ateat Colby’scity limits. Rest assured they
will bepassing that along to friendsback at their
home.

A friend in Goodland said the only sign he
couldthink of wasthe Colby FreePresssign (al-
though it isn’t lighted).Asked why, he said
smartly, “Becauseitisn’t free!”

Hadn't thought of that.

Now to Question #10: “In what northwest
Kansastownwill youfindthingsthat remindyou
of at least six different states?’

Free movieticketsto thewinner. Email meat
td@nwkansas.com, call 462-3963, fax 462-7749
or drop by the officeat 155 W. 5th.

HERE istoday’stip: Tokeep milk fromturn-
ing sour, keepitinthe cow.

WHAT television used to be like would best

It

Two gooditemsto passal ongtoday. Enjoy. td

Today’squestion: How cold iscold?

(Degrees Fahrenheit)

60, Californians put on sweaters (if they can
find one)

50, Miami residentsturn on the heat

45, Vermont residentsgo to outdoor concerts

40, You can see your breath. Californians
shiver uncontrollably. Minnesotansgoswim-
ming

35, Italian carsdon’t start

32, Water freezes

30, You planyour vacationtoAustralia

25, Ohio water freezes. Californians weep
pitiably. Minnesotans eat ice cream. Canadi-
ansgo swimming

20, Paliticiansbeginto talk about the home-
less. New York City water freezes. Miami resi-
dents plan vacation further South

15, French carsdon’t start. Cat insists on
sleeping in your bed withyou

10, You need jumper cablesto get the car go-
ing.

5, American carsdon’t start.

0, Alaskans put on T-shirts.

-10, Germancarsdon’t start. Eyesfreezeshut
when you blink

-15 Youcancutyour breathanduseittobuild
an igloo. Arkansans stick tongue on metal ob-
jects. Miami residents ceaseto exist

-20, Cat insists on sleeping in pajamas with
you. Paliticiansactually do something about the
homeless. Minnesotans shovel snow off roof.
Japanese carsdon’t start

-25, Toocoldtothink. Youneedjumper cables
to get thedriver going

-30, You plan atwo week hot bath. Swedish
carsdon’t start.

-40, Californians disappear. Minnesotans
button top button. Canadians put on sweaters.
Your car helpsyou plan your trip South.

Tom Dreiling

'My
Turn

sum up thisitem. But while watching KAKE-
TV last night the interruptions for what | sup-
poseweretootechnical tounderstand, reminded
meof what it waslikewatchingtel evisionmany,
many moonsago. Inthisday and ageof themuch
boasted state-of-the-art this and that, | find it
almost unacceptablethat atelevision stationin
thisday and agehasthat kind of trouble. | started
listing the interruptions somewhere around 10
p.m. but they got so numerous that | stopped
plotting. This was probably the worst of the
eveningsbut for somereasonthat station seems
tohavetechnical memory lapsesmorethan any
other station | watch. Of course my picture’'s
quality leavessomuchtobedesired but perhaps
my televisionset being 6 yearsold might explain
that. Or maybe it's just because we are out in
what somecall “ sparsely populatedrural areas.”

Don’tknow about youbut | can’t say that recep-
tionthepast few yearshasbeenanythingtowrite
home abouit.

EVERY now andthenanemail findsitsway
to my computer telling al of us who are con-
cerned with Social Security’sfuturethat part of
the remedy might be to make all Senators and
Representatives pay into the Social Security
program. That all soundsgood, butit’sin error
because as the AARP Bulletin (newspaper)

1S S0 cold that.

TD

® At
Week’s
End

-50, Congressional hot air freezes. Alaskans
close the bathroom window.

-80, Polar bears move South. Green Bay
Packer fans order hot cocoaat the game

-90, Lawyers put their handsin their own
pockets

Be car eful what you say

Thisissomething to think about when nega-
tive people are doing their best to rain on your
parade. So remember this story the next time
someonewhoknowsnothingand careslesstries
tomakeyour life miserable.

A woman in a distant city was at her
hairdresser’sgetting her hair styled for atripto
Romewith her husband. Shementionedthetrip
tothehairdresser, whoresponded, “ Rome?Why
would anyone want to go there? It’s crowded
anddirty and full of Italians. You' recrazy togo
to Rome. So, how areyou getting there?’

“We're taking Continental,” was the reply.
“Wegot agreat rate!”

“Continental!” exclaimed the hairdresser.
“That'saterrible airline! Their planesare old,
their flight attendants are ugly, and they’re al-
wayslate. Where areyou staying in Rome?”’

“We'll beat thisexclusivelittleplaceover on
Rome'sTiber River called Teste.”

“Don’t go any further. | know that place. Ev-
erybody thinksit’sgonnabe something special
and exclusive, but it'sreally adump, theworst
hotel in the city! The rooms are small, the ser-

pointsout inits February issue, whilerespond-
ingtoaletterwriter, “...all membersof Congress
have participated in, and paid into, the Social
Security system since 1984.” Before passing
emails along do your homework, research.
You'll be mighty surprised how many of those
well intentioned emails have no basis whatso-
ever. In most instances they are concocted by
peoplewithlittleor nothingto do sothey climb
into cyber space and begin creating situations.

L OOK SlikeCharles, futureking of England,
isfinally goingtotietheknot with hislongtime
girlfriend — aromance that has been ongoing
since the middle * 70s. A wedding two months
downtheroadwill occupy that nation aswell as
therest of theworld. Talking headsarewonder-
ing just how Charles’ two sons, William and
Harry, aretaking to thisnews. | would suspect,
at their ages now — and they aren’t kids any-
more— they understand. But boy can’t youjust
see the media already laying cable from all
pointsof theplanet torecordthishistoricevent?
Historic?Beingafamily newspaper preventsme
fromtelling you just what | think about thisup-
coming royalist ring exchange.

WELL, I’verunout of thingstotalk about so
| best get this thing moving so it appearsin
today’s paper.

HAVE agood evening and agood weekend.
And remember to take some time out of your
scheduletoreflect spiritually inthecompany of
family and friends in the house of worship of
your choice.

Tom Dreiling is publisher of the Free Press.
His column appear s Wednesdays and Fridays.

viceissurly, andthey’ reoverpriced. So, whatche
doing when you get there?’

“We' regoing to go to seethe Vatican and we
hopeto seethe Pope.”

“That'srich,” laughed the hairdresser. “ You
and a million other people trying to see him.
He'll look the size of an ant. Boy, good luck on
thislousy tripof yours. You' regoingtoneedit.”

A monthlater, thewoman again cameinfor
hairdo. Thehairdresser asked her about her trip
to Rome.

“It was wonderful!” exclaimed the woman.
“Not only were we on time in one of
Continental’s brand new planes, but it was
overbooked and they bumped usuptofirst class.
Thefood and winewerewonderful, and | had e
handsome 28-year-old steward who waited on
me hand and foot. And the hotel was great!
They’ djust finished a$5millionremodelingjob
and now it'sajewel; thefinest hotel inthecity.
They, too, wereoverbooked, sothey apol ogi zed
and gave us their owner’s suite at no extre
charge!”

“Well,” muttered the hairdresser, “that’s all
well and good, but | know you didn’t get to see
the Pope.”

“Actually, wewerequitelucky, becauseaswe
toured the Vatican a Swiss Guard tapped meon
the shoulder and explained that the Pope likes
tomeet someof thevisitors, andif I’ dbesokinc
asto stepinto hisprivate chamber and wait, the
Popewould personally greet me. Sure enough,
fiveminutes|ater, the Popewalked through the
door and shook my hand! | knelt down and he
spokeafew wordsto me.”

"OhReally?What didhesay?’ askedthehair-
dresser.

He asked me, “Where' d you get that lousy
hairdo?’

Sendyour submissionstotd@nwkansas.com,
fax 462-7749 or call 462-3963.



