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New Jersey center helps farmers compete with know-how

BRIDGETON, N.J. (AP) —
Each July, whenfarmer Santo John
Maccheroneharvested, someof his
sweetest fruits went to waste.

Despite being perfectly ripe,
about 10 percent of hispeacheshad
to be thrown out or plowed under,
too delicate to withstand shipping
without suffering bruisesor getting
overripe.

So Maccherone, 52, athird-gen-
eration peach farmer, had an idea:
Use the peaches that weren’t suit-
able for fresh markets to make
peach cider.

Helped by experts at Rutgers

University’s Food Innovation Re-
search and Extension Center, Mac-
cherone now sells 7,000 gallons of
hisCircleM Peach Cider ayear. In
additiontothesalesrevenueit gen-
erates, thecider hashel ped drumup
new customers for the peaches,
white peaches, nectarines, apples
and asparagusproduced on his200-
acreMullicaHill farm.

Talk about turning lemons into
lemonade.

“1 don’t haveto produceanything
new. I’ mtaking somethingthat was
going to be discarded and making
money with it. And the cider en-

hancesthesalesof my peaches,” he
said.

Maccherone’ ssuccessstory, and
a handful of otherslikeit, are the
fruit of a nascent agricultural pro-
gram aimed at helping New Jersey
farmers develop “value-added”
productsfromtheir fields.

The effort is being spearheaded
by the Food Innovation Center, a
pioneering agency that provides
business devel opment and techno-
logical supporttoNew Jersey farm-
ersand the state’sfood industry in
general.

“Thismight bethelast chancefor

the survival of agriculturein the
state of New Jersey,” said Andrew
Law, director of the state office of
the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture’ sRural Devel opment program.
“Wecannot competeproducing raw
productswith themarketsof South
Americaandeastern Europe. L abor
costsaretoohigh, land costsaretoo
high and the pressureto changethe
use of that land isjust too compel-
ling to survive.”

Established in 2001 by Cook
College’'s New Jersey Agriculture
Experiment Station, the center op-
erates out of a 19th-century office

buildingindowntown Bridgeton. It
hassix full-timeandthreepart-time
employees.

Inthreeyears, it has helped 250
clients from all but one of New
Jersey’s 21 counties to develop
business plans, identify new mar-
kets, help farmerswith quality as-
surance and participate in work
force development efforts.

Amongitsclients: VillaMilagro
Vineyards, which is developing
winejams; theL andisvilleProduce
Cooperative Association, whichis
trying to help New Jersey farmers
get into the bagged salad market;

Saboteurs target pipeline in Irag; police killed in Bahgdad

BAGHDAD, Iraq(AP)—Insur-
gents blew up apipelinein Irag’'s
northern oil fields and killed two
senior police officersin Baghdad,
officials said Monday, as political
leaderssized up their positionsina
new government following there-
lease of election results.

Theoil fieldattack occurredat the
North Oil Company’sAl-Dibbisoil
field near Kirkuk, said Mgj. Gen.
Anwar Mohammad Amin. The
pipelinesuppliedoil forinternal use
and the damage will hamper the
country’soil production, he said.

It would take workers at |east
three days to extinguish the blaze
and repair the pipeline, Amin said.
Insurgents have regularly targeted

Iraq'soil infrastructure, repeatedly
cutting exports and denying the
country much-needed reconstruc-
tion money.

In Baghdad, gunmenfiringfrom
acar killed two high-ranking po-
licemen Sunday night, an Interior
Ministry official said. Heprovided
no other details.

Insurgentsalsofired six mortars
at a police station in central
Baghdad, but therewere noimme-
diatereportsof injuries, policesaid.

Theviolencecomesafter election
officials announced the results of
the Jan. 30 elections.

A Shiite Muslim clergy-backed
slate won 48 percent of the votes
and 140 of the275 National Assem-

bly seats, according to results re-
leased Sunday in Baghdad. A
Kurdishticket got 26 percentand 75
seats, while a secular Shiite party
won 40 seats. Nine parties divided
the remaining 20 seats.

“Thisisanew birth for Iraqg,”
election commission spokesman
FaridAyar said, announcing results
of the Jan. 30 polling, thefirst free
election in Iraq in more than 50
years and the first since Saddam
fell. Iragi voters“became alegend
in their confrontation with terror-
ists.”

President BushpraisedIragisand
saidAmericaanditsalliesshouldbe
proud for making the el ection pos-
sible. “1 congratulate the Iraqi

peoplefor defying terrorist threats
and settingtheir country onthepath
of democracy andfreedom,” hesaid
inastatement. “ And| congratul ate
every candidatewho stoodfor el ec-
tion and those who will take office
oncetheresultsarecertified.”

The announcement of election
results, though, did not slow down
the violencein Irag, as insurgents
continued to focustheir attackson
Iragisworkingwithcoalitionforces
and membersof the Shiitemajority.

An Iraqi translator for Italian
troopsand hissonwereshottodeath
Sunday inthe southern Iragi city of
Nasiriyah, aspokesmanfor Italy’s
military said. The spokesman said
officialswereinvestigating and so

far had noleads. Theexact circum-
stances of the shooting were un-
clear.

An Iragi militant group claimed
inanInternet statement Sunday that
it had kidnapped an Iragi Christian
translator who worked at a U.S.
military base. Theclaim, posted on
a Web site known as a clearing
housefor militant statements, could
not beimmediately verified.

The group said the man is from
Baghdadandworksfor Titan,aU.S.
company in“thebiggest U.S. mili-
tary base” inthe west of Baghdad,
whichit called the“lion base.” Ti-
tan is responsible for hiring most
translators working for the U.S.
military.

After 20 years of silence, brain-damaged woman begins talking

HUTCHINSON (AP)— For 20
years, Sarah Scantlin has been
mostly oblivious to the world
around her —thevictim of adrunk-
en driver who struck her down as
she walked to her car. Today, after
aremarkablerecovery, shecantalk
again.

Scantlin’s father knows she will
never fully recover, but her new-
found ability to speak and her re-
turning memories have given him
his daughter back. For years, she
could only blink her eyes — one
blink for“no,” twoblinksfor “yes”
— to respond to questions that no
one knew for sure she understood.

“| am astonished how primal
communication is. It isakey ele-
ment of humanity,” Jim Scantlin
said, blinking back tears.

Sarah Scantlin was an 18-year-
old college freshman on Sept. 22,

1984, when shewas hit by adrunk
driver asshewalkedto her car after
celebrating with friends at a teen
club. That week, shehad beenhired
at anupscaleclothing storeandwon
a spot on the drill team at Hut-
chinson Community College.

Aftertwodecadesof silence, she
began talking last month. Doctors
are not sure why. On Saturday,
Scantlin’s parents hosted an open
houseat her nursing hometointro-
ducehertofriends, family members
and reporters.

A week ago, her parentsgot acall
fromJennifer Trammell, alicensed
nurse at the Golden Plains Health
Care Center. She asked Betsy
Scantlin if she was sitting down,
told her someone wanted to talk to
her and switched the phone to
speaker mode:

“Hi, Mom.”

“Sarah, isthat you?’ her mother
asked.

“Yes,” camethethroaty reply.

“How areyou doing?’

“Fine.”

“Do you need anything,” her
mother asked her |ater.

“More makeup.”

“Didshejust say moremakeup?’
the mother asked the nurse.

Scantlin still suffers constantly
fromtheeffectsof theaccident. She
habitually crosses her arms across
her chest, her fists clenched under
her chin. Her legsconstantly spasm
and thrash. Her right foot is so
twisted it is almost reversed. Her
neck musclesareso constricted she
cannot swallow to eat.

The driver who struck Scantlin
served six monthsinjail for driving
under theinfluenceand|eavingthe
scene of an accident.

Scantlin started talking in mid-
January but asked staff members
not to tell her parents until Val-
entine’s Day to surprise them,
Trammell said. But last week she
could not wait any longer to talk to
them.

“I didn’tthink it would ever hap-
pen, it had been so long,” Betsy
Scantlin said.

Scantlin’s doctor, Bradley
Scheel, said physiciansarenot sure
why shesuddenly begantalking but
believe critical pathways in the
brain may have regenerated.

“It is extremely unusual to see
somethinglikethishappen,” Scheel
said.

Thebreakthrough camewhenthe
nursing home's activity director,
Pat Rincon, was working with
Scantlinand asmall group of other
patients, tryingtoget themto speak.

Rincon had her back to Scantlin
whilesheworkedwith another resi-
dent. She had just gotten that resi-
dent to reply “OK,” when she sud-
denly heard Sarah behind her also
repeat thewords: “OK. OK.”

Staff members brought in a
speech therapist and intensified
their work with Sarah.

On Saturday, Scantlin seemed at
times overwhelmed by the atten-
tion. Dressed in a blue warm-up
suit, shespokelittle, mostly answer-
ing questionsin asingleword.

Is she happy she can talk?
“Yeah,” shereplied.

What does she tell her parents
whenthey leave?“| loveyou,” she
said. Family members say
Scantlin’sunderstanding of theout-
sideworld comesmostly fromnews
and soap operasthat played on the
televisionin her room.

and Goat World, acompany assess-
ing the potential appetite for goat
meat in New Jersey restaurants.

The early successes have
prompted Rutgersto proposebuil d-
ing an $8.8 million building that
would house the center, offering
23,000 squarefeet of test kitchens,
cold-processing areas and focus
group rooms.

“Today, we can provide the
know-how.

Tomorrow, we' |l havethemanu-
facturing spacewherethey canhave
their product made, all under one
roof,” said H. Louis Cooperhouse,
director of theFood Innovationanc
Research Center.

Farmerswho devel op new prod-
uctsaren’ttheonly beneficiariesof
thecenter. It al so hel psexistingfooo
industry companies with quality
assurance, food safety and other
concerns, and assistscooperatives.

For the center, having aphysical
facility to develop productsiskey.

InMaccherone’scase, thecenter
helped him obtain $25,900 in seed
money fromtheU.S. Department of
Agriculture, aswell asto develop
labels and embark on a marketing
strategy for hisCircleM Cider.

What it could not offer was &
placeto manufactureand bottlethe
cider. Instead, Maccheronefounde
bottling plantin Georgia, wherethe
peaches are washed, pitted, diced
and hot-processed before being
madeinto cider that isthen shipped
back to New Jersey and distributed
to roadside stands and produce re-
tailers.

The center’s new building will
havethemanufacturing equi pment
needed for that, accommodating
entrepreneurs, farmers, coopera-
tives and existing companies until
they gettheir productsintothemar-
ket.

“It'll belikeafarmers' business
information center, aone-of-a-kind
place where farmers can bounce
theirideasoff peopleand do projec-
tions and have taste-testers,” he
said. “Once this center is built,
they’ll beableto produceprototype
products and test-market them,
which has never been done before
atthislevel.”

Faced with a Drinking Problem?
Perhaps
Alcohoalics Anonymous Can Help
Meetings are Open to the Public
City Hall Basement
Mondays & Thursdays - 8:30 p.m.

Check eachissue of the Free Press for additional TV

_istings

TV LISTINGS sponsored by the COLBY FREE PRESS
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2) World Electric Bears  |Friends Tales Bears  |Rogers |bies

USA Movie  [Varied Programs
TBS Saved [Saved |Movie Dawson’s Creek Dawson’s Creek  |Ed
(35 by Bell |by Bell

WGN Chang- |Believer [Happy |Happy [Hillbil- [Hillbil- [Matlock In the Heat of the  |Magnum, P.I.
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Madison Square Garden in New York. (Live) (CC) Criminal Intent Shaman (CC)
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(DVS) Crime (CC) (DVS) | Vote (CC) (DVS) Demon (CC) Breeder (CC) (DVS) |Underneath (CC)
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K15CG The NewsHour Antiques |Sci. Slavery and the Making of America (N) |BBC Two’s Charlic Rose (N)
@) With Jim Lehrer (N) |Rd. Frontiers |(CC) World Cmpny |(CC)
USA JAG Dangerous Law & Order: SVU |Law & Order: SVU |Law & Order: SVU |Law & Order: SVU  |Movie: Exiled: A
Game (CC) (DVS) Law & Order Movie
TBS Ray- Ray- Ray- Ray- Scinfeld [Seinfeld [Sex and |Sexand [Movie: Three to Tango 2 (1999,
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WGN Will&  [Home Movie: Total Recall %% (1990, Science |WGN News at Nine [Becker |Becker |Home Delivery
Grace Improve. |Fiction) Arold Schwarzenegger. (CC) (CC) (CC)
TNT Law & Order Carrier [Law & Order Agony |Law & Order Punk [Movie: Turbulence (1997) A cunning killer [The X-Files William
(CC) (DVS (CC) (DVS (CC) (DVS is bent on crashing a passenger plane. CC)
NICK Jimmy |Oddpar- [Spon- Unfabu- [Full Full Fresh Cosby |Rose- Murphy |[Fresh Fresh
Neutron |ents geBob |lous House |House |Prince |Show |anne Brown |Prince  |Prince
FAM Smallville Jitters Movie: Problem Child %2 (1990, Whose |Whose [The 700 Club (CC) |Home Home
cc Comedy) John Ritter, Michael Oliver. Line? Line? Videos |Videos
DSC American Chopper |Life of Grime MythBusters Brown |It Takes a Thief Life of Grime MythBusters Brown
Christmas Special Note (N) (CC) Mom Knows Best Note (CC)
A&E American Justice: |American Justice A |Teen Thrill Killers  |Airline  |Airline  |Crossing Jordan ~ |American Justice A
(53) Amy Fisher Warrant to Kill (CC) |(CC) (CC) (CC) (CC) Warrant to Kill (CC)
ESPN College Basketball: Virginia at North NBA Basketball: Golden State Warriors at Seattle Sé)ortsCe nter (Live) |Outside-
Carolina. (Live) (CC) Sonics. KeyArena. (Live) (CC) (CC) Lines
HBO Movie: Matchstick Men x*x (2003, Carnivale The Road |Un- Taxicab Movie: The Rundown %%
Comedy-Drama) Nicolas Cage. (CC) to Damascus (CC) |scripted |Confessions (2003, Adventure) The Rock.
MAX g&:OOAMovie: Movie: The Untouchables xkx* (1987, [Movie: Love Actually k%% (2003) Various |Passion |Movie:
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Raven |Raven |(1999, Science Fiction) Kirsten Storms. Sister Stevens |Raven |Raven |Family |Possible




