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Share Minutes
and Save

UNICEL USE #18
Save $20 a month on our

Traveler 800 Plan!
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1-800-GO CELLULAR [462-3558]    WWW.UNICEL.COM

Unicel is a service of RCC Atlantic, Inc. Offer subject to terms of wireless service agreement and calling plan details. Additional charges will be included for each line of service to help Unicel defray its costs of complying with
federal and state regulatory obligations, as follows: 3.568% KS USF charge, additional cost recovery fees of $2.18 and, if roaming charges are incurred, roaming taxes as passed on by our roaming partners and a $2.00 roaming
administration fee. These charges are not taxes or government-required charges. Credit check and security deposit may be required. $25 activation and $200 early termination fees apply to each line. Anytime minutes and toll-free
calling apply to calls made or received within the Traveler plan calling area. Digital features and service are not available in all areas and may vary due to atmospheric, topographical and other conditions. Must meet applicable legal
age requirements, present valid ID and have user address within the Unicel Home Service Area. Federal, state and local taxes and surcharges apply. Limited time offer; good while supplies last. Other restrictions apply. See store
for details and guarantee terms and conditions. KS Residents: Unicel is obligated to provide service within its designated ETC service area upon reasonable request. Consumers should direct any complaints 
regarding service issues to the Commission’s Office of Public Affairs and Consumer Protection by calling 1-800-662-0027.

THE WAY WIRELESS SHOULD BE.

monthly access per line

• 800 Anytime Minutes
• Toll-free, roam-free calling in 

5-state regional area
KS, NE, CO, OK and TX

• Unlimited Unicel-to-Unicel calling
within the Unicel Home Area

• Add-a-line and share 
800 Anytime Minutes

New 24-month service agreement required on all promotions.

$30/monthly
access

SAVE 
$240 

A YEAR

Just $15

SAVE BIG ON A
Motorola 353

Just $999
• Color screen
• Sleek design
• Rich sound quality

SOMETHING
FOR EVERYONE.

SOMETHING
FOR EVERYONE.

Motorola 
353

UNICEL RETAIL STORES: Colby: 1933 South Range, Suite 1

UNICEL AUTHORIZED AGENTS: Atwood: Decision Weather  Brewster: Frontier Equity Exchange  Colby: Kansas Country Store  Goodland: Mobile Connections  Great Bend: Karla’s Salon 
Hays: Computer Pro (Randy Webster – sub traveling Agent)  La Crosse: Dean’s Auto Sales  Ness City: Ness City Monument & Sign Co.  Norton: Computer Pro  
Oberlin: FineSpirits Video – sub of Decision Weather  Phillipsburg: Computer Pro  Quinter: A & T Metal  Sharon Springs: Amber’s Hair Design  Smith Center: Family Healthmart  
St. Francis: Steven’s KS Territorial  Stockton: Primetime

Enjoyable evening

The crowd at the Army Ground
Forces Band concert Monday
night at the Colby Community
Building was treated to a wide
variety of selections, to include
John Phillip Sousa’s world fa-
mous marches. Colby was one
of the band’s stops on its win-
ter tour which takes place
through mid-month. The
band’s appearance was
through sponsorship of the
Western Plains Arts Associa-
tion and the Colby Free Press.

TISHA COX/Colby Free Press

Sheridan commissioners
cutting back on meetings
By Jan Katz Ackerman

Colby Free Press
HOXIE – After decades of meet-

ing weekly the Sheridan County
Commissioners have decided to cut
office time in half.

County Commission Chairman
Ron Schamberger said meetings
will now take place every other
Monday instead of every Monday.

However, the practice is not set in
stone.

“We are kicking it around. If it
doesn’ t work out we’ ll go back to
weekly meetings. Other counties
have tried it and it seems to work,”
he said.

Schamberger said after attending
state meetings designed to help
county commissioners learn the
business of leading a county, the
option to reduce the meeting num-

ber was considered locally.
“Some of the (commissioners of)

bigger counties we’ve talked to at
county commission meetings said
they are doing it and meeting less
than we do,”  Schamberger said.

Schamberger, along with Keith
Kennedy and David Zimmerman,
are all three farmers, but
Schamberger said that was not the
driving force behind the change.

“Meeting every week has never
bothered me, I work a little harder
the day before (the meeting),”  he
said.

Logan County Clerk Pat
Schippers said in the past 15 years
she’s worked with commissioners
their meetings have been the first
and third Monday of each month.

“A few years ago (the commis-
sioners) met one week in the

evening, but there wasn’ t any more
attendance than during the day so
they did away with that practice,”
she said.

Sheridan County Deputy Clerk
Lea Herl said as long as she’ s
worked in the clerk’s office, which
has been 14 years, the meetings
have been weekly.

She said the agenda will still drive
the length of time the commission-
ers meet.

“The length of time the commis-
sioners meet will be agenda driven.
If they need to stay until two- or
three-o’clock they will,” the deputy
clerk said.

A schedule of meeting dates for
either county commission is avail-
able at the Sheridan County Clerk’s
office or the Logan County Clerk’s
office.

By Jan Katz Ackerman
Colby Free Press

Authorities are investigating the
hospitalization of a Colby child as
a result of a head injury earlier this
week.

Colby Police Investigator Gary
Shull said a 23-month old female
was airlifted to Children’s Hospital
in Denver late Sunday night.

“ At 4:54 a.m. Monday we re-
ceived a call from Protection Report
Center, the after-hours center of
SRS, about a possible child abuse.

“ By then, the child had been
flown to Children’s Hospital in
Denver,”  Shull said.

Shull said the child is being hos-

pitalized for head injuries, among
“other less serious injuries.”

Both the injured child, and her
11-month old sibling, have been
placed in the custody of the Social
Rehabilitation Services as of
Monday afternoon.

Shull said on Monday after-
noon he was advised by the hos-
pital the child had been moved
from the intensive care unit to the
critical care unit and was stable.

An ongoing investigation is be-
ing conducted by the Colby Police
Department and Kansas Bureau
of Investigation.

 No arrests had been made in the
case as of Tuesday.

Colby child
airlifted
to Denver

How to contact our reporters:
Editor Patty Decker —

pdecker@nwkansas.com
(785)462-3963
Tisha Cox —

tcox@nwkansas.com
(785) 462-3963

Jan Katz Ackerman —
ackermanjk@ruraltel.net

(785) 675-2155

Schedule cut in half

Area archaeological site hailed as significant find
GOODLAND (AP) — Scientists

say mammoth and camel bones un-
earthed in northwest Kansas that
date back 12,200 years could be part
of “ one of the most important ar-
chaeological sites in North
America.”

The bones, found last June in
Sherman County, were alongside a
piece of stone that archaeologists
say was the kind used in tools that
humans once used to butcher ani-
mals.

Archaeological geologist Rolfe

Mandel of the Kansas Geological
Survey said carbon-14 dating com-
pleted last week shows the bones
are between 12,200 and 12,300
years old, which could mean hu-
mans lived on the Great Plains
1,300 years earlier than had been

previously thought.
Mandel said if excavations this

summer verify the finding of the
stone tool, it would make the ar-
chaeological site near here among
the oldest such sites in the New
World.

“ It would be one of the most im-
portant sites in North America,”  he
said.

Researchers initially found mam-
moth bone and stone-tool flint next
to each other in soil dating back
11,000 years at the site.

Below that, they found mammoth
and camel bone that were fractured
in such a way that they say could
only have been caused by people
who shattered bone with stone to
either make flaked bone tools or get
to the marrow.

State falls out of top ten
in meth labs seized in 2004

TOPEKA — The Kansas Bureau
of Investigation announced today
that, for the first time in a decade,
the state has fallen out of the top ten
states in the number of metham-
phetamine laboratories seized.

Final 2004 figures released this
week put the total at 583, placing
Kansas at #11.  That figure would
be down a little over 10 percent
from last year’s number of 649 clan-
destine laboratories reported
seized.

Director Larry Welch of the KBI
expressed hope and concern over
the situation.

“We’ve tried about everything to
fight this plague, from education,
prevention and prison to prayer. I’m
pleased with the apparent success
those efforts have shown.

“But in the last few months there
have been alarming increases of the
reports of Oklahomans coming to
Kansas to obtain the precursor
chemicals and make methamphet-
amine here. Our success might be
short-lived.

“Hopefully the legislature will
act quickly to pass SB 27, based on
Oklahoma’s successful law, and we
can then copy their success in re-
ducing their lab seizures by 80 per-
cent,”  he said.

 SB27, as passed by the Senate
Judiciary Monday, would place the
commonly used tablet forms of the
precursor drugs used to make meth-
amphetamine on schedule 5 of the

controlled substances act, thus re-
quiring a photo ID to purchase at a
pharmacy.

Liquid and gel cap forms of the
drugs, ephedrine and pseudoephe-
drine, would still be available at
other retail outlets but the board of
pharmacy would be charged with
working with the KBI and other law
enforcement agencies in tracking
the use of the liquid forms and make
a report back to the legislature next
February.

Laboratory Incidents Summary:
• Total Methamphetamine Labo-

ratory Incidents for 2004 — Kansas
(583)

• Chemical /Glassware/Equip-
ment seizures — (119)

• Dumpsite seizures — (273)
• Operating Laboratories —

(191)
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