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Enjoyable evening

The crowd atthe Army Ground
Forces Band concert Monday
night at the Colby Community
Building was treated to a wide
variety of selections, toinclude
John Phillip Sousa’s world fa-
mous marches. Colbywas one
of the band’s stops on its win-
ter tour which takes place
through mid-month. The
band’'s appearance was
through sponsorship of the
Western Plains Arts Associa-
tionandthe Colby Free Press.

TISHA COXI/Colby Free Press

Schedule cut in half
Sheridan commissioners
cutting back on meetings

By Jan Katz Ackerman
Colby Free Press

HOXIE—After decadesof meet-
ing weekly the Sheridan County
Commissionershavedecidedtocut
officetimein half.

County Commission Chairman
Ron Schamberger said meetings
will now take place every other
Monday instead of every Monday.

However, thepracticeisnot setin
stone.

“We are kicking it around. If it
doesn’t work out we'll go back to
weekly meetings. Other counties
havetriedit and it seemstowork,”
hesaid.

Schamberger said after attending
state meetings designed to help
county commissioners learn the
business of |eading a county, the
option to reduce the meeting num-

ber was considered locally.

“Someof the(commissionersof)
bigger counties we' ve talked to at
county commission meetings said
they are doing it and meeting less
thanwedo,” Schamberger said.

Schamberger, along with Keith
Kennedy and David Zimmerman,
are all three farmers, but
Schamberger said that was not the
driving force behind the change.

“Meeting every week has never
bothered me, | work alittle harder
the day before (the meeting),” he
said.

Logan County Clerk Pat
Schipperssaid in the past 15 years
she'sworked with commissioners
their meetings have been the first
and third Monday of each month.

“A few years ago (the commis-
sioners) met one week in the

evening, but therewasn’t any more
attendance than during the day sc
they did away with that practice,”
shesaid.

Sheridan County Deputy Clerk
Lea Herl said as long as she’s
workedintheclerk’soffice, which
has been 14 years, the meetings
have been weekly.

Shesaidtheagendawill still drive
thelength of timethe commission-
ersmeet.

“Thelength of timethecommis-
sionersmeet will beagendadriven.
If they need to stay until two- or
three-0’ clock they will,” thedeputy
clerk said.

A schedule of meeting dates for
either county commissionisavail-
ableat the Sheridan County Clerk’s
officeor theLogan County Clerk’s
office.

Colby child
airlifted
to Denver

By Jan Katz Ackerman
Colby Free Press

Authoritiesareinvestigating the
hospitalization of a Colby child as
aresult of ahead injury earlier this
week.

Colby Police Investigator Gary
Shull said a 23-month old female
wasairliftedto Children’sHospital
in Denver late Sunday night.

“At 4:54 a.m. Monday we re-
ceivedacall from Protection Report
Center, the after-hours center of
SRS, about apossible child abuse.

“By then, the child had been
flown to Children’s Hospital in
Denver,” Shull said.

Shull said the child isbeing hos-

pitalizedfor headinjuries, among
“other lessseriousinjuries.”

Both theinjured child, and her
11-month old sibling, have been
placedinthecustody of theSocial
Rehabilitation Services as of
Monday afternoon.

Shull said on Monday after-
noon he was advised by the hos-
pital the child had been moved
fromtheintensivecareunittothe
critical careunit and wasstable.

Anongoinginvestigationisbe-
ing conducted by the Colby Police
Department and Kansas Bureau
of Investigation.

Noarrestshadbeenmadeinthe
case as of Tuesday.

Area archaeological site hailed as

GOODLAND (AP)— Scientists
say mammoth and camel bonesun-
earthed in northwest Kansas that
dateback 12,200yearscouldbepart
of “one of the most important ar-
chaeological sites in North
America.”

The bones, found last Junein
Sherman County, werealongsidea
piece of stone that archaeol ogists
say was the kind used in tool s that
humans once used to butcher ani-
mals.

Archaeological geologist Rolfe

State falls out of top ten
In meth labs seized in 2004

TOPEKA —TheKansasBureau
of Investigation announced today
that, for the first time in a decade,
thestatehasfallenout of thetopten
states in the number of metham-
phetamine laboratories seized.

Final 2004 figures released this
week put the total at 583, placing
Kansas at #11. That figure would
be down alittle over 10 percent
fromlastyear’ snumber of 649 clan-
destine laboratories reported
seized.

Director Larry Welch of theKBI
expressed hope and concern over
the situation.

“We' vetried about everythingto
fight this plague, from education,
preventionandprisontoprayer.|'m
pleased with the apparent success
those efforts have shown.

“Butinthelast few monthsthere
havebeena armingincreasesof the
reports of Oklahomans coming to
Kansas to obtain the precursor
chemicals and make methamphet-
amine here. Our success might be
short-lived.

“Hopefully the legislature will
act quickly to pass SB 27, based on
Oklahoma’ssuccessful law, andwe
can then copy their successin re-
ducingtheir lab seizuresby 80 per-
cent,” hesaid.

SB27, as passed by the Senate
Judiciary Monday, would placethe
commonly used tablet formsof the
precursor drugsused to makemeth-
amphetamine on schedule 5 of the

controlled substances act, thus re-
quiring aphoto ID to purchase at a
pharmacy.

Liquid and gel cap forms of the
drugs, ephedrine and pseudoephe-
drine, would still be available at
other retail outlets but the board of
pharmacy would be charged with
workingwiththeKBI and other law
enforcement agencies in tracking
theuseof theliquid formsand make
areport back tothelegislature next
February.

Laboratory Incidents Summary:

« Total M ethamphetamineL abo-
ratory Incidentsfor 2004— Kansas
(583)

e Chemical /Glassware/Equip-
ment seizures— (119)

e Dumpsite seizures— (273)

e Operating Laboratories —
(191)
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Mandel of the Kansas Geological
Survey said carbon-14 dating com-
pleted last week shows the bones
are between 12,200 and 12,300
years old, which could mean hu-
mans lived on the Great Plains
1,300 years earlier than had been

previously thought.

Mandel said if excavations this
summer verify the finding of the
stone tool, it would make the ar-
chaeological site near here among
the oldest such sites in the New
World.

significant find

“It would be one of the mostim-
portant sitesin NorthAmerica,” he
said.

Researchersinitially found mam-
moth boneand stone-tool flint next
to each other in soil dating back
11,000 yearsat thesite.

Below that, they found mammoth
and camel bonethat werefractureo
in such away that they say could
only have been caused by people
who shattered bone with stone to
either makeflaked bonetool sor get
to the marrow.
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regarding service issues to the Commission’s Office of Public Affairs and Consumer Protection by calling 1-800-662-0027.
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