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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston
WHEN WE WERE VISITING

I'M GLAD You LIKE GARY
AND VIVIAN,MOM. THEY'VE
BEEN S0 600D 0 ME.

HEM AND THOSE KIDS

|

Garfield = Jim Davis

1E

Www.garfield.com

served.

WE DO HEAR REAL WOLVES
SOMETIMES - BUT, THEY
DON'T COME INTO TOWN.

WATCH FOR BEARS-BLT

NOBODY'S BEEN HURT &Y
<. A BEAR HERE
7 )/ INVEARS.

ENED &Y A WILD ANIMAL?
ONLY AT THE SPRUCE: (£
NARROWS BAR ON

A SATORDAY NIGHT! /f

IN THE SPRINGTIME ,WE'LL

YOU'VE NEVER BEEN THREAT

ME, I'M
QUST BEING

I LOVE YA,

n Aq

ssaud I

I NEED A VOLUNTEER TO SCALE
THE HUNPRED-FOOT CASTLE WALL
IN THE DEAD OF NIGHT, PROP POWN
INSIPE, ELUPE THE HEAVILY ARMED

GUARPS, @0 TO THE KING'G TREASURE
ROOM, FILL THIS SACK WITH 6OLD
CLIMB BACK OVER THE WALL, DROP

. BUT MY ADPY
TOLDP ME NEVER
TO VOLYUNTEER
FOR ANY THING

e
\

Crossword
ACROSS 39 In favor 3 Inces-
1 Leftovers of santly
recipe 40 Plankton, 4 Used an
5 Biz deg. in part acetylene
8 Different- 43 Fast torch
ly traveler? 5 Main
12 Bleacher- 47 Bygone course of
ites’ movie- study
choreog- house 6 Boast
raphy offering 7 Parisian
13 Branch 49 From pal
14 “Diff'rent square 8 In
Strokes” one recession
star 50 Dandling 9 De-
Conrad locale posited
15 Figure- 51 “Of 10 Paddock
skating course” papa
jump 52 Singer 11 Tackles’
16 Con Turner team-
18 Hunter’'s 53 Straight mates
compan- flush, e.g. 17 Singer
ion 54 Prior to k.d.
20 Staffers 55 Vortex 19 Rotation
21 Listening duration
device DOWN 22 Saturn
22 Hostel 1 Mop auto
23 Light- 2 Cab model
heartedly
silly Solution time: 21 mins.
26 “Consarn
it all!”
30 Dined
31 Enjoy-
ment
32 Deterio- |T|RIE
ration ’? g g
33 Turned,
as milk ET DIS
36 Charmer’s [T[R[E AlT
shake E|A[S I [A
38 Clark or [MIE|T RIE[SIT
Rogers 2-

23 Joke

24 Judge
Lance

25 Hideaway

26 Flop

27 Scepter
topper

28 Neither
mate

29 Greek
vowel

31 Actress
Wray

34 Oblit-
erated

35 Dutch
South
African

36 Massa-
chusetts
cape

37 Highly
deco-
rated

39 Perjuri-
ous

40 Egyptian
cross

41 Horne or
Olin

42 Stefani of
No Doubt

43 “Cheers”
supply

44 Okla-
homa
city

45 Make
one’s way

46 Vacillate

48 Keep
tabs on

2 3

9 10 |11

POWN OUTS/PE AND BRING THE TN
GOLD BACK TO ME / =
' w5
Lowg
©z005 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved. - 2-l&
Blondie ® Chic Young
INOTICE THAT ALL OF YOLR )| /| V] 7)) THAT'S WHAT
PAINTINGS ARE OF - S \WESTARVING
‘ DIFFERENT FOODS y /,\AQTlSTS

Ny THINK

THE GENERAL
CAN'T IGNORE
ME TODAY!

WWW.MORTWALKER.COM

=
|
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HE HEARD
YOU COMING

Zits ® Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott
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SLATAMBGVON 25

I AFRAL

DTHAT
INFORMATION 15 AVAILABLE:
ON A NEEDTO-KNOW
Brois ONK.

2005 2178 Partnership. Diskibuted by King Features Syndicate
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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

WHAT’S WRONG WITH RELAXING IN )y
FRONT OF THE TV AT NIGHTZ \
, q

MIND TO 6O

oz Z, «((Z/
e

Cryptoquip
ECW UNLJ RPMXPEXB
VDBRW JRHNZEDPXWNIJZL.

R UNXJJ EYXL CXVX WP EYX

IDHX CDMXZXPUEY.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF A DOCTOR WAS A
GENIUS AT BANDAGING, HE COULD BE CALLED
“THE WIZARD OF GAUZE”

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: J equals §

AFTER NINE HOURS ¢
AT THE OFFICE
I JUST WANT My

TO NOT FOCUS,
TO...UH.

HOW LONG HAVE WE V|

W sINCE ‘95, WHEN
| HAD SCONCES IN THE | /
LAy WE GOT THE

PREMIUM CABLE
PACKAGE. g

BLANK,

- -
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Y QT MDLIQYOVZ IBD TFNI

[IQO0ODJ) RDLNFO BDLD

[FIQZ. QVV FIBDLN RQVD

YO MFTRQLYNEFO.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: TWO GUYS INVENTED
RADIO SIMULTANEOUSLY. I GUESS THEY WERE
ON THE SAME WAVELENGTH.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: O equals N

ACROSS
1 “See
yal”
4 QOohs’
mates
7 Lanolin
source
8 Ponder
gloomily
10 Warble
11 Super-
market
sections
13 Canes
16 Photo —
17 Senate
staffers
18 “Go,
team!”
19 Catch
sight of
20 Sampras
or Seeger
21 Bender
23 Cole
Porter
subject
25 Do
finger-
painting
26 Wrestling
style
27 Right
angle

28 Dolphins’ 2 It's
home sur-
30 Shell- rounded
game in
need albumin
33 Dismissal 3 Oval
36 Scottish 4 Obey
port reveille
city 5 Emcees
37 Shatter 6 One's
38 Seckel perfor-
and Anjou mances
39 Track 7 Conceal
circuits a gift
40 Superla- 8 Loose-
tive suffix fitting
41 North Sea 9 Edict
feeder 10 Seesaw
quorum
DOWN 12 Emulate
1 Sixth Katarina
plague of Witt
Egypt 14 Scruff

Solution time: 21 mins.

Yesterday’s answer

1 2
7

4 |5

15 The
girl

19 Tarzan’s
creator’s
mono-
gram

20 In favor
of

21 Dieter’s
entree

22 Come
to the
curb

23 Heart,
jocularly

24 Friendly

25 Morning
moisture

26 Wise
guys?

28 Gold-
finger?

29 Motion-
less

30 Incubator
noises

31 Historic
periods

32 Make
inquiries

34 Elbow
counter-
part

35 Stroller

10

13

16

Family Circus =« Bill Keane

Bridge

South dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

NORTH
@»]J107
Y882
*AQJ1074
& A ]

WEST EAST
®» 9653 ®» Q884
¥J109 6 YAQ543
® 96 K52
QO I2 6 3

SOUTH
®» A K2
YK 7
¢ 383
S°K 109754

The bidding:

South West North East
1 & Pass 1 & 1 ¥
1 NT Pass 3 NT

Opening lead — jack of hearts.

FamousHand — Part Two

Yesterday, we saw how ateamthat waslosing by
53 IMPswith 16 dealsto go inthe 2004 Vanderbilt
Team semifinal managedtotiethematchonthevery
last boardwhen aclosedoublegained anextral MF
toproducethedeadl ock. Without thedoubl e, which
netted 100 pointsrather than 50, Richard Schwartz's
team would have lost the 64-deal match to Nick
Nickell’ssguad by asingle IMP, about the equiva-
lent of an overtrick.

Thetie necessitated an eight-board playoff, and
asthe playerstook up their cardsfor the last dedl,
Nickell led by — 1 IMP! The bidding shown took
place when Peter Boyd and Steve Robinson of the
Schwartz team held the North-South cards.
Robinsonwonthejack-of-heartslead withtheking
and concluded that East wasvery likely to hold the
diamondkingfor hisvulnerableovercall. Robinson
therefore decided to try to devel op the club suit. If
he could guesswhich opponent had the queen, and
thesuit broke3-2, hewouldbeabletoscore 10tricks.

Robinson guessed wrong, though, leading aclub
to the ace and finessing the jack on the way back.
West won with the queen and continued hearts to
score aone-trick set, -100. Since Robinson could
havemadethecontract, and becausefivediamonds
also would make, this was not an encouraging re-
sult for the Schwartz team.

At the other table, Jeff Meckstroth and Eric
Rodwell aso got to three notrump after Rodwell
opened onenotrump as South. Rodwel | wonWest's
jack of heartswiththekingand, sincetherehad been
no opposing bidding, considered the diamond fi-
nesse viable. But before attempting the finesse, he
correctly opted to add to his chances by first cash-
ing theA-K of clubs, hoping to drop the doubleton
queen.

When the queen failed to appear, Rodwell tried
the diamond finesse, losing to East’s king. East,
Larry Cohen, returned a heart to West's nine, and
West, Dave Berkowitz, cashed the club queen be-
forereturning aheart. Declarer thusfinished down
two, -200, giving the Schwartz team a 100-point
pickup onthedeal —worth3IMPs—anda2-IMF
overtimevictory inthe match.

South dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

NORTH
®»Jl105
YYAB8643
® Q107
o6 3
WEST EAST
@ 4 N AT 62
YK JOo2 ¥10 7
® 653 ¢ 94
P+ AKQI0S5 o] OR72
SOUTH
MPK Q983
¥OQ>5
® AKJS82
*® 14
The bidding:
South West North East
1 & 2 2 & 3 &
4 &

Opening lead — king of clubs.

To be agood declarer, you have to be awaorrier.
Consider thisdeal where South, acarefreesoul, went
down in acontract he should have made.

West led the K-A of clubs. South ruffed the ace
and played the king of spades at trick three. East
ducked and ducked again when South next led &
trumptotheten.

Declarer wasnow in ahopel ess position. Hehad
to godown, whatever hedid next. East had the A-7
of trumpsleft, dummy thesingletonjack, and South
the Q-9.

If heled another trump, East would take the ace
and exhaust him of trumps by returning aclub. So
South started to run his diamonds. East ruffed the
third diamond with the seven and cashed thetrumyp
ace, and West |ater scored a heart trick to put the
contract down one. Had South been aworrier, he
would have made four spades. He would have al-
lowed for the possibility that the trumps might be
divided4-1, and hewould havetriedtoguard against
that possibility.

All he had to do to protect the 10 tricks he had
started withwastodiscard aheart ontheaceof clubs
attrick two! Theheart could beviewed asaloserin
any event, so permitting West towintwo clubtricks
instead of aclub and aheart in reality amounted to
tradinganeventual heartloser for animmediatecluk
| oser. West woul d have been stymied by thismaneu-
ver. Whatever hedidnext, South couldnotlosemore
than two clubsand atrump.

2-15
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www.familycircus.com

“I'd never forget to brush my teeth
if they had chocolate toothpaste.”

© 2005 Bil Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Syna.
www familycirgus.com

“Gee, you hafta use a deck of
cards? Grandma plays solitaire
on the computer.”




