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Debate over flu shots
somewhat confusing

A report coming out of Chicago earlier thisweek probably
hasmost of America’ssenior citizens shaking their heads.

It hasto do with flu shots.

National Institutesof Healthresearchersarechallengingthe
standard government drumbeat that senior citizens get flu
shots. Theresearcherssuggest that practice hasnot saved any

lives.

Thestudy’slead author, Lone Simonsen, asenior epidemi-
ologist at theNational Instituteof Allergy and InfectiousDis-
eases, said, “ Thereisasensethat we'reall goingto dieif we
don't get theflu shot. Maybethat'salittle much.”

Simonsen said that perhaps by expanding vaccinations to
school children— thebiggest spreadersof thefluvirus—the

elderly would be protected without flu shots.

Of coursetheU.S. Centersfor Disease Control and Preven-
tioninAtlantasaid it plans no change in its advice on who
should get flu shots, contending the National Institutes of

Health researchisn’t enough to shift gears.

“We think the best way to help the elderly isto vaccinate
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VALENTINE’ SDay isover. Thechocol ates,
theflowers, thegiftsof all kindsareinthehands

need special treatment

only persons they haven't recognized with an
Oscar over the many years of this sometimes

(or stomachsif we are talking chocolate) of the

overly rated event, arethe" Best Ticket Counter
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them,” said the Center’sepidemiologist William Thompson.
ChiminginonthedebateisIral ongini, abiostatistics pro-
fessor at Emory University’sRollinsSchool of Public Health.
He said the flu vaccineisless effective in the elderly thanin
younger people.
Whilehesaysitissmartfor senior citizenstogettheir yearly

SalespersoninaSupporting Role” andthe* Best
Employer of the Best Ticket Counter Salesper-
soninaleading Role.” Oops, they have alsc
forgotten to Oscar the “Best Theater Door
Unlocker.” After al, if thedoorsaren’t opened,
the movies aren’t seen and the Oscars have nc

intended. All’sright with the world. Love, har-
mony, unity — Valentine's Day was made for
those very reasons. Wouldn't it be nice if that
werethetemperament all year long?1 bought the
seven ladies in my office each a box of choco-

flu shotsbecauseit can decreasetheir risk of getting sick, that
a smarter government strategy would emphasi ze shots for
children, ages 5-18. His statistical models show that strategy
could save more elderly Americans from hospital visits and
death.
Statisticsfurther show that for theaveragesenior citizen, the
annual risk of dying fromthefluislow — about 1in 1,000.
Regardless, all agreethat senior citizensarestill urgedtoget
flu shots, but they shouldn’t panicif vaccineisn’t available.
Best advice we can give? Listen to what your doctor says.

Tom(TD) Dreiling
Free Press Publisher

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed onthispageareencouraged.
Mail themtothe Colby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com.
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U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774
U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521
U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519 Longworth House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715
State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:

lates, alittlegift and acardtothank themfor what
they doto further our cause asthe community’s
newspaper. No matter how oftenwemight thank
thosewhomwesupervise, weal sorecognizethe
fact thereareoccasionswhen something extrais
appropriate. Valentine's Day is one of those oc-
casions.Andwhiletherecipientswerepleasantly
surprised to find the gifts at their desks, it also
was a source of satisfaction for me to have
thanked them in thisway.

And all of thismadethefirst day of the work
week — Monday — all that moretolerable.

| WAS one of the recipients of an email on
Monday from Fred Miller of our town concern-
ingthestatusof their daughter Kristin. Inpart he
writes:

| know many of you have not heard any word
aboutKristinsincel e-mailedyoulast Thursday
that shewasexperiencing system shut down and
was on her way to Salinato have her baby.

Thebaby wasdelivered around 6 p.m. Thurs-
day. A littlegirl. Sheweighed in at 2 pounds 10
ounces. 13 incheslong. Dark hair. Named Jada
Samette. Jada means “ Jewel.” Sametteisade
rivative of Samuel meaning “Prayed for from
God” The “Little Jewel Prayed for from God”
was breathing on her own as soon as she was
born. The medical team that was assembled for
Kristin and Jadawas delighted at the great way
both baby and Mom made it through the proce-
dure.

After Kristin and Jason were abletotouch her

andfondle her abit shewastransported by am-
bulance to Wichitafor special care. Sheisdo-
ing“VERY WELL!” They say sheisanincred-
iblefighter!

| visited with Kristin Monday afternoon and
shewas sitting up in bed looking great, laugh-
ing, smiling, full of bounce and talking about
maybetaking aleave of absence on Tuesday to
go see her baby in Wichita. All testsseemto be
comingback withimprovementseachtime. The
painisall but gone. You arewonderful people.
Thank you for praying! Pleasedon’t stop! God
isdoing agreat thing and you are part of it!

VERY interestingistheonly comment | have
at thistime as to the responses so far to Ques-
tion#10: “Inwhat northwest Kansastown will
you find things that remind you of at least six
different states?’ You still havetimeto get your
answerin. Thewinner receivesfreemovietick-
ets. Email me at td@nwkansas.com, fax me at
462-7749, call me at 462-3963 or drop by the
officeat 155 W. 5th. Need your answer by late
Thursday afternoon. Good luck!

| WATCHED the Grammy Awards Show
earlierintheweek. | wasn’t impressed. | never
get excited about thesekindsof showsthat hand
outtrophiesfor artisticachievement. TheOscars
wait in the wings and while | will watch | will
generaly yawnwonderingwhenitwill end. The

purpose. But the glitter and glamour — and
sometimesinappropriate dressand inappropri-
atelanguage— of those showered with honors
seemsto attract enough viewersto continueits
existence.

DI D you seewho the Democratsturned to as
their party leader? Howard Dean! Yes, the
Howard Dean of screamfame. Theguy theparty
dumped during the primary el ection. They now
have bagged him to point the party in the win-
ning direction. Winning direction? | find that
almost insulting. Dean was one of eight candi-
datesfor the post and whilewatching C-Span’s
coverage of one of the meetings at which all
eight gave presentations, | thought surely they
had some surprise candidates waiting in the
wings. But they didn’t. | will giveMr. Deanthe
benefit of thedoubt. But at thispoint | am doubt-
inghewill beof any benefit. We' |l see. Stranger
thingshavehappened—intheworld of palitics.

IT WILL beinteresting to see how the two
‘H’s’ mix as we move toward the election of
2008. Of coursethetwo ‘H’s are Howard and
Hillary.

HAVE agood evening!

TomDreiling is publisher of the Free Press.
His column appear s Wednesdays and Fridays.
td@nwkansas.com.

jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.ink.org/public/
legidlators/jmorriso

State Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer, State Capitol Building
Rm. 449-N, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399
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To the Colby Free Press:

| had to take a quick trip to Golden, Colo, to
pick up my grandson and just now got to read
Thursday’s Colby Free Press.

Thefront pagenewsstory, coveringtherecent
accident that took oneof our community’syoung
men, was very inappropriate. Neither the re-
porter nor the sheriff used appropriate restraint
inthat article. | certainly am not denying free-
domof thepress, but that report hadinsinuations
that, seemingly, were very premature.

The sheriff and reporter are both old enough
and have both had enough professional experi-
ence to have known better. You can never take
back inappropriatewords, oncethey arespoken.
Apologieswill not erase the pain and suffering
caused by hasty words. Nearly aweek after the
event, our sheriff should not berelying on hear-
say. That’show thelegal systemand courtwould
consider hisremarks, if he madethem that way

oNn Newspaper,

Your Views
Count

® | etters

| agree with our sheriff, we need to be much
more concerned about the availability of al co-
hol to underage persons. However, making
statementslikewhat | readin Thursday’s paper
werevery seriousand out of line. If hewas not
theinvestigating officer, why didn’t herefer the
reporter to that officer? Was alcohol acontrib-
utingfactor or wasn’tit?Neither theinvestigat-
ing officer nor the sheriff should have been
making suchinsinuationsuntil that fact wases-

Was speed a contributing factor? Unless the
investigating officer had considered accepted
interpretation of skid marksor other indicators,
they should not have been reporting such “ pos-
sible” causesinthefront pagestory. Speed may
well have been acontributing factor. However,
oneof my sonsflipped our Ford Bronco end over
end (literally) inaplowed field onetime, and |
can assure you he probably wasn’t going over
35 miles per hour. Thefact is, if you lose con-
trol of your automobileat 5 milesper hour, you
were going too fast.

| surely hopeour new sheriff and new reporter
will think twice, the next time, beforerel easing
unreliableand non-verified evidenceto support
front page headlines.

My heart goesout to thefamily, regardless of
circumstance or cause of their loss.

Ken Poland
Gem

ADVERTISING

crystalr@nwkansas.com

jstewart@nwkansas.com

BUSINESS OFFICE

lea@nwkansas.com

support@nwkansas.com

NOR'WEST PRESS

Publishing Co., 155 W. Fifth, Colby, Kan., 67701.

other states, $81, 12 months.

Crystal Rucker - Advertising Sales/Director

Jasmine Stewart - Advertising Sales

Lea Bandy - Circulation Manager

Jeanette Applegate - Bookkeeping & Ad Building
japplegate@nwkansas.com
Evan Barnum - Systems Administrator

Jim Bowker - General Manager

Richard Westfahl, Lana Westfahl, Ron VanLoenen, Judy McKnight
THE COLBY FREE PRESS (USPS 120-920) is published every Monday, \Wednes-
day, Thursday and Friday, except the day observed for Memorial Day, Independence
Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day and New Year’s Day, by Haynes

PERIODICALS POSTAGE is paid at Colby, Kan. 67701, and at additional mailing
offices. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Colby Free Press, 155 W. Fifth,
Colby, Kan., 67701. THE BUSINESS OFFICE at 155 W. Fifth is open from 8 a.m. to
5:30 p.m. Monday to Friday, closed Saturday and Sunday. MEMBER OF THE ASSO-
CIATED PRESS, which is exclusively entitled to the use for publication of all news
credited to it or not otherwise herein. Member Kansas Press Association, Inland Press
Association and National Newspaper Association. SUBSCRIPTION RATES: In Colby
by carrier: 4 months $38, 8 months $53, 12 months $70. By mail with in Colby and the
nine-county region of Thomas, Sheridan, Decatur, Rawlins, Cheyenne, Sherman, Wallace,
Logan and Gove counties: 4 months $50, 8 months $62, 12 months $78 . Other Kansas
counties and surrounding states: 4 months $57, 8 months $67, 12 months $81. All

Nor’West Newspapers
Haynes Publishing Company

incourt.

tablished.

(Letter #5)

Something needs to happen

Tothe Colby Free Press:

After alifetimeof watching Kan-
saspublicschoolsincreasinginsize
and decreasing in numbers with
classroomnumbersdoing likewise,
there has been agreat train wreck.
Inanutshell, theresult hasended up
putting the Kansas Supreme Court
in the position of getting involved
intheL egidature sresponsibility of
financing our public schools.

Using taxpayers money, two of
the participating districts respon-
sible for the above Court actions
wereSalinaand DodgeCity. Those
superintendentsand othersfiledthe
case in (Judge) Bullock’s District
Court, an activist judge brave
enoughto say that school spending
for the state’s grade and high
schoolsshould beincreased maybe
asmuch asabillion dollars.

Wasit bravery or wasit an act of
political opportunism?Did the de-
fense prepare their side properly,
etc? Legitimate questions, as the
High Court of Kansasmulled over
the case for many months. Once

more the topic of school spending
became the chief political issuein
the November 2004 el ection.

So — there are some things
wrongwith our publicschools. Two
courtshave agreed there are.

Isamount of money theproblem?
Hereareafew factual quotesfrom
Representative, now Senator,
Ralph Ostmeyer’s (of Grinnell) fi-
nal flyer beforetheNovember 2004
election:

“TheProblem?’

“Kansans have always made
their kids atop priority. Currently
over 65 percent of our state General
Fund goesto education.”

“ Accountability createsopportu-

“Kansas Government can and
must continueto make Educationa
Top-Priority. However, for thesake
of our kids and Kansas Taxpayers,
we must ensure that the money is
spent moreefficiently andwisely.”

“With over 40 percent of every
education dollar being spent on
non-classroom expenses, Kansas

must do a better job of getting our
dollars where they count .... inthe
classroom. As much as $124 mil-
lion in additional classroom re-
sourceswouldbeavailableif wedid
a better job of managing our re-
sources and holding down over-
head.”

“L essthan 60 centsof every edu-
cation dollar is spent in the class-
room.”

End quote.

Locally USD 315, Colby Junior
College, SummersTownship, Tho-
masCounty Courthousetax dollars,
both schools' combined sharewas
62 percent on property tax in 2004.

With these percentagefiguresin
hand the Legislature wisely re-
guestedthat DaleDennis, longtime
engineer of the Department of Edu-
cation, furnish them with certain
factsand proofs.

On Sunday afternoon Feb. 6,
2005, Smokyhill Public Television
aired the issue with Dale Goter as
moderator. Guests were (Republi-
can) House Speaker Representative

May, and Senate Minority L eader,
Senator Hensley (Demaocrat). The
subjectfor discussionwas. “ Canthe
L egislature meet the Court’sApril
Deadline to solve the Problem?”
After much gently goading by the
moderator, Speaker May would
eachtimereply, “ Yesthey did have
the information from the (55 ??)
schoolsrequested but thefactswere
not substantiated.”

Again the question, “You mean
you can't get—well—whose—re-
sponsibility isit — ?’ Almost si-
multaneously each other said to
eachother“DaleDennis’ inalmost
ahushed voice. Maybe, just maybe
there is hope. We now know that
thereislittle, if any accountability.
WhenEnron’sstockholderslearnec
they could no longer trust their au-
ditors, the truth began to surface.

Sooner than later let’s hope that
something beginsto happenfor the
Taxpayers of the State of Kansas.

Lloyd Theimer
Colby
(Letter #6)



