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Simple way to keep
meth makers at bay

An ideawhich seemsto have worked in Oklahomais coming to
Kansas, and unlike most of thewar on drugs, it might just work.

Oklahoma forced drug stores to move the cold remedy pseu-
doephedrine behind the pharmacy counter. Police officialssay it's
reduced the number of meth labsfound in the state by morethan 80
percentinayear.

That'sremarkablefor such asimple change.

Sudafed, asthebrand-nameversionisknown, isstill availableover
the counter, but purchasers have to sign for it. Pharmacists get a
chancetosizeupthebuyer. Meth freakswithalack of snifflesmight
wind up talking to the cops.

Pseudoephedrineisakey component of meth manufacturing. The
tiny red (or white) tabl etsprovidethemainfeedstock for the chemi-
cal processof “cooking” meth. Takeaway thesupply, and you make
thetask immeasurably more difficult.

We suspect that meth use hasn’t declined by 80 percent in Okla-
homa. That would betoo muchto ask for. But thestateisnearly free
of dangerous, smelly labs and the residue which litters roadsides,
pollutes houses and endangers children.

That'saclear victory that’sall too rarein the battle against drugs,
evenif it meansthe labsjust moveto the next state. Kansas would
dowell tofollow suit. Drivethelabsto Missouri or Arkansas, for all
wecare.

Drugenforcementisadifficult game. M ost measuressimply ham-
per the drug trade without really reducing it. Making drugsillegal
guarantees nothing but jobsfor drug agentsand drug smugglers.

Therea answer, of course, isteaching kidsthe dangers of drugs
and hoping they have sense enough to listen. There’sevidencethat
isworking in America, too, at least, working better than border in-
terdiction or profiling smugglerson the highway.

Butif alaw can put any kind of adent inthe meth trade, we'reall
forit. Of all theillegal drugs, meth comes closest to alcohol inits
destructive power. Meth ruinslives, wrecksbodies, rendsfamilies,
leavesrelatives crying and victims destitute.

It sawicked substance. Weprobably cannot driveit fromtheface
of theearth— sinceyou can makeit inthekitchen— but if we push
thelabsout of Kansas, we' |l havesucceededincleaning uptheplace.

It'sworth atry.

Seve Haynes
Nor’ West Newspapers

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed onthispageareencouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com.

Where to write, call

U.S. Sen. Pat Raoberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 2443 Rayburn House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715 or Fax 202/225-5124

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.ink.org/public/
legislators/jmorriso

State Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer, State Capitol Building
Rm. 128 S, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399.
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Landscape eye-catchers

THE name Lloyd Harden might not cause a
lightbulbtosuddenly brightenlife'spathforyou.
But in away reflection seemsto do that for me.
LloydisafarmerwholivesadjacenttoHighway
K-25 north of Goodland.

Whiletravelingtoameeting of the publishers
of Nor’West Newspapers in St. Francis on
Wednesday afternoonlate, we— Evan Barnum,
SheilaSmith, Tom Betz, Jim Bowker and myself
— cameuponMr. Harden' screationsfrontingthe
highway. Thosecreationsarescrapmetal figures
of al shapesand sizesand kinds.

| haven't driven in that area for a number of
years, so | wasimpressed withwhat | saw —the
designs, yes, butin particular thenumber. | even
noticed acreationthat closely resembled apalm
tree onewould seeif entering the“ Oasison the
Plains” from I-70. There were others, too, but
traveling at our speed didn’t allow much closer
scrutiny.

Lloyd putsthose crafty little— and some are
not so little— charmersout therefor the enjoy-
ment of thetraveling public.

He'sgot talent for creatingjust about anything
anyone might want. | even have alittle metal
character of aguy leaning against apolereading
apaper onmy desk that hegaveme. | assumeit’s
the Colby Free Presshut, thenagain, it might be
his home paper The Goodland Star-News.

Next timeyou arein the office take alook.

| always envy the people who are so talented
inthisareaof atristic development.

| ALWAY'S study thelandscapeasl| travel. |
awayslook for theunusual — evenwhendriv-
ing intown. And each day going to and coming
fromwork | seesomethingjust west of the Colby
United Methodist Churchthat sparksquestions.
It'sawindmill, stately looking, proudly claim-

ing itstug on the landscape.

Who doesit belong to?

How long hasit been there?

Other than servingasareminder of timeslong
gone by, doesit serve any other purpose?

Anyonewho might known the history of that
windmill would certainly be welcomed to talk
about it.

Il bet any number of motoriststravel pastthis
landmark daily without ever athought givenas
toitspast.

WE haveawinner to Question#10: “Inwhat
northwest Kansastownwill youfindthingsthat
remindyou of at least six different states?’ The
answer isSelden! That’ right, Selden hasseven
streets named after states. They are Kansas,
Kentucky, lowa, Minnesota, Nebraska, Ilinois
and Missouri. John Kaus is the winner and he
wins movie tickets. All he needs to do isdrop
by the officeand pick them up. Few people had
street namesintheir answers. Onepersonnamed
Goodland and another said Brewster. Whilethey
are technically correct, neither of those two
towns was the community we had determined
would providethe correct answer.

Now we go Question #11. “In the area of
music, what town in our area can lay claim to
MSSR.” Giveit somethought. Theanswer will

berevealedinthiscolumnnext Friday. It’svery
simple.

| GOOFED thismorning. My remotecontrol
stopped on FOX News(ch. 71). | try nottowatch
that channel of beautiful people. They may ook
goodbut fromthat pointonit’sall downhill. This
morning they weretaking Bill Mahr apart. Bill
is the guy who used to host a television show
called” Politically Incorrect.” Heisnow onHBO
(I think) with another show that they tell meis
really catchingfire. | don'thaveHBO sol don't
know. Anyway, FOX was quick to point out
someof Bill Mahr’sthinking onreligion. They
didremindviewersthat Mahr’scommentswere
madeon M SNBC “sopraobably very few peopl e
heard them” If that were the case why did they
bother to bringit up at all ?And their report was
all hearsay. | watched Mahr’s appearance on
M SNBC and what he sai d was questi onabl e but
he most definitely professed belief in God,
something FOX sort of overlooked. I'mnot de-
fending Mahr at all, for most part | can’t stand
theguy, butinthiscaseit wasamatter of wholl
couldn’t stand most — FOX or Mahr. Fair anc
balanced?What a hoot!

DON'T forget thebigregional wrestlingtour-
ney herethisweek inthe Community Building.
The winners move onto state at Wichita next
weekend.

HAVE agood evening and agood weekend.
And of course you will also want to visit the
house of worship of your choice.

Tom Dreiling is publisher of the Free Press.
His column appear s Wednesdays and Fridays.
td@nwkansas.com.

Who Is that under the bed?

| have decided to usejust a single entry this
week. | thankthecontributor and | knowyouwill
thoroughly enjoy it, as| did. - td

God LivesUnder theBed

My brother, Kevin, thinksGodlivesunder his
bed. At least that’s what | heard him say one
night. Hewas praying out loud in hisdark bed-
room, and | stopped outside his closed door to
listen. “ Are you there, God?" he said. “Where
areyou? Oh, | see...Under thebed.”

| giggled softly and tiptoed off to my own
room.

Kevin'suniqueperspectivesareoftenasource
of amusement. But that night somethingelselin-
geredlongafter thehumor. | realizedfor thefirst
timethevery differentworld Kevinlivesin. He
was born 30 years ago, mentally disabled as a
result of difficultiesduring labor.Apartfromhis
size(he's6-foot-2) therearefew waysinwhich
he is an adult. He reasons and communicates
with the capabilities of a 7-year-old, and he al-
wayswill. Hewill probably alwaysbelievethat
God livesunder hisbed; that Santa Clausisthe
one who fills the space under our tree every
Christmas; and that airplanes stay upinthe sky
because angels carry them.

| remember wonderingif Kevinrealizesheis
different. Isheever dissatisfied with hismonoto-
nouslife? Heisup before dawn each day, off to
work at aworkshop for the disabled, home to
walk our cocker spani€l, returnsto eat hisfavor-
itemacaroni-and-cheesefor dinner, and later to
bed. The only variation in the entire schemeis
laundry, when he hovers excitedly over the
washing machine like a mother with her new-
born child. He does not seem dissatisfied. He
lopes out to the bus every morning at 7:05, ea-
ger for aday of simplework. Hewringshishands

® At
Week’s
End

excitedly whilethewater boilsonthe stove be-
foredinner, and hestaysup latetwiceaweek to
gather our dirty laundry for hisnext day’slaun-
dry chores.

And Saturdays— Oh, theblissof Saturdays!
That's the day my Dad takes Kevin to the air-
port to have asoft drink, watch the planesland,
and speculateloudly on the destination of each
passenger inside. “ That one’sgoin’ to Chi-car-
go!” Kevin shouts as he claps his hands. His
anticipation is so great he can hardly sleep on
Friday nights. And so goes hisworld of daily
ritualsand weekend field trips.

Hedoesn't know what it meansto bediscon-
tent. Hislifeissimple. Hewill never know the
entanglements of wealth of power, and hedoes
not carewhat brand of clothing hewearsor what
kindof food heeats. Hisneedshaveawaysbeen
met, and henever worriesthat oneday they may
not be. Hishandsarediligent. Kevinisnever so
happy aswhen heisworking.

When heunloadsthedishwasher or vacuums
thecarpet, hisheartiscompletely init. Hedoes
not shrink from ajob wheniit is begun, and he
doesnotleaveajobuntil itisfinished. Butwhen
his tasks are done, Kevin knows how to relax.
Heisnot obsessed with hiswork or thework of
others. Hisheartispure. Hestill believesevery-
one tells the truth, promises must be kept, and

when you are wrong, you apol ogize instead of
arguing. Freefrom prideand unconcerned with
appearances, Kevinisnot afraid to cry when he
ishurt, angry or sorry. Heisalwaystransparent,
alwayssincere. And hetrusts God.

Not confined by intellectual reasoning, when
he comesto Christ, he comesasachild. Kevin
seems to know God; to really be friends with
Himinaway that isdifficult for an“educated”
person to grasp. God seems like his closest
companion. In my moments of doubt and frus-
trations with my Christianity, | envy the secu-
rity Kevin hasin hissimplefaith. It isthen that
| am most willing to admit that he has some di-
vineknowledgethat risesabovemy mortal ques-
tions. Itisthen| realizethat perhapsheisnot the
onewith the handicap; | am.

My obligations, my fear, my pride, my cir-
cumstances— they all becomedisabilitieswhen
| do not trust them to God'’s care. Who knowsif
Kevin comprehends things | can never
learn? After all, hehasspent hiswholelifeinthat
kind of innocence, praying after dark and soak-
ing up the goodness and love of God. And one
day, when the mysteries of heaven are opened,
and we are all amazed at how close God really
isto our hearts, I'll realize that God heard the
simple prayers of aboy who believed that Goc
lived under hisbed.

Kevinwon't be surprised at all!

If you have somethingto shareinthiscolumn,
please do. Simply email it to me at
td@nwkansas.com, or faxitto462-7749or drop
itinthemail to 155W. 5th, Colby 67701, or drop
by the office. | won't mention your name unless
you askthat | do. If you arearegular reader of
this column you know pretty much what | am
looking for. Have a nice weekend. - td

Doonesbury
® Gary Trudeau

ACTUALLY, THAT
HAS ONE OF #MY LG -
ER GIGS, MAYBE THE
LONGEST GINCE MY JOB
W TH THE POSTAL FERVICE.
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