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Bert Stramel of Colby, who organized the legislative town meet-
ing at Quality Inn on Saturday, spoke with Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer

Legislators talk about current bills

By Patty Decker
Free Press Editor

Withthemidpoint of thelegis-
| ative session approaching, Sen.
Ralph Ostmeyer and Rep. Jim
Morrison spent Saturday visiting
constituentsin Goodland, Col by,
Hoxie, Hill City and Plainville.

Also known as “turnaround,”
nextweek marksthedeadlinefor
most billsto clear their originat-
ing chambersin order to stand a
chance of final passage.

AttheCol by meeting, about 30
people listened as Ostmeyer
spokeabout thestatebudget, edu-
cation, methamphetamine labs,
ethanol, and economic develop-
ment while Morrison talked
about health care.

Although therewastalk about
money from gambling being
used for education, Ostmeyer
said most legislatorsworking on
bill “don’t want to go there.”

“1 would rather we raise sales
taxthendependongambling,” he
said. “During the last week, we
have been spending two and a
half hoursaday on education (to
createaplan answeringtheKan-
sas Supreme Court decision on
providing more money to
schools).”

Amongthetopicsdiscussedin
committee, administrativewaste,
consolidation and weighting
wereall looked at, hesaid. Asfor
administrativewaste, mostlegis-
lators see some, but there's not
enoughto affect thebudget tothe

after the event. Pictured between the two men was Ostmeyer’s
daughter, Chris Niblock of Hoxie.

| would rather we raise taxes then

depend on gambling.”
Sen.

Ralph Ostmeyer (Grinnell)

extent needed for funding.

“1don’t believewearelooking at
mass consolidation either,” Ost-
meyer said. “However, if thereis
consolidationin the eastern part of
the state, it will affect ustoo.”

One plan would be to phase in
$415 million moreto schools over
athree-year period. Inthefirstyear,
the plan would rely on existing
money and thestate'scashreserve.
Yetinthesecondandthirdyears, no
decision hasbeen made onhow the
state would pay.

Either way, the legislature has
until Tuesday, April 12,tocomeup
with something fair to all districts,
according to the court’s challenge.

Another bill that Ostmeyer spoke
about dealt with methamphetamine
|absand getting sudafed, oneof the
active ingredients in the cooking
process, off the shelves and into a
morecontrolled method when buy-
ingit.

“We have a problem with these
labsandtherearethousandsof them
acrossthestate,” hesaid. “Nobody
in the legislature is balking about
doing something to limit the num-
ber of boxesaperson canbuy at the
store.”

Ostmeyer touched on economic
development and how hiringteach-
erswith emphasisin math and sci-
ence during the summer months
could be abenefit.

“Itwould also bring our younger
folksback out here,” hesaid.

There is also an ethanol bill,
which is supported by Farm Bu-
reau. Ethanol, which isused as a
fuel additiveand hasahigher octane
level, comes primarily from corn.
Thelegisationwouldallow gassta-
tionsto use ethanol without having
toreportthat onthegassticker atthe
pump.

Morrison said health careisthe
single most important issue of a
person’slife. “Without health,” he
said, “youdie.”

As chairman of the health com-
mittee, Morrisonsaid, thechallenge
isto come up with issues that will
improveaccessibility, affordability
and availability in order for Kan-
sansto remain healthy.

“Tort reform won’t solve the
health care problem,” he said. “It
isn't lawsuits that are creating the
liability problem — it's providers
drivingthecostsupby over utiliza-
tion of services.”
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Morrison said that surgi-cen-
ters compete against hospitals
and hospital shereandaroundthe
stateareintrouble. Another over
utilization of servicesis use of
emergency room care and whe-
ther or not it’snecessary inevery
situation.

Another areaof legislationre-
gards the scope of practice for
advanced registered nurse prac-
titionersand using their skillsin
writing prescriptions. Also the
county health departmentscould
work with indigent and low-in-
come families in providing
health care. “It'sagood bill and
| think talking with doctorsthis
can be worked out,” Morrison
said.

Over time this could mean
you would see doctors or regis-
tered nursepractitionersfor any-
thing from asore throat to brain
surgery.

“Some background on part of
the issuesin HB2256 isin the
Jan. 31-Feb. 7issueof U.S.News
& World Report,” Morrisonsaid.
“This special health issueis
wortharead.”

Questions to Ostmeyer and
Morrison ranged from energy
andwater rightstolocal controls
on irrigation, school issues and
more.

Both legislators encourage
people to call them with ques-
tions. For Ostmeyer, call (785)
296-7399 and Morrison, (785)
296-7676.

Colby
Hoxie

Moisture is on the Wa)7

Tonight...Increasing clouds. Lowsinthelower 30s. West winds up
to 5 mph shifting to the northwest after midnight. Tuesday...Cloudy
witha30 percent chanceof rain. Highsintheupper 30s. East winds 10
to 15 mph. Tuesday night...Cloudy with a40 percent chance of snow.
Lows in the mid 20s. Southeast winds 10 to 15 mph.
Wednesday...Cloudy with a50 percent chance of snow. Highsin the
lower 30s. Southeast windsaround 10 mph. Wednesday night...Mostly
cloudy with a 30 percent chance of snow. Lows in the lower 20s.
Thursday...Mostly cloudy. Highsin themid 30s.

Thenumbers

Sunday’s high, 60

Low thismorning, 31
Year ago today, 59 and 20

Recordsfor thisdate, 74in 1972 and -7 in 1978
Precipitation past 24 hoursto 8 a.m. today, 0.00
Precipitation for month to date: 0.34

Snowfall for month to date: 3.7 inches

Soil temperature, 43
Thesources:

Theforecast isfrom the National Weather Service, and other num-
bersarefrom the Northwest Research-Extension Center, Colby. A re-
cordedforecast updated throughout theday isavail ableby calling (785)
899-7119. Current temperatures are available by calling 460-TEM P,
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Police release
name of man

shot In

By Jan Katz Ackerman

Colby Free Press

Authorities have released the
nameof themanwhodiedduringan
early morning party Friday in
Colby.

Colby Police Investigator Gary
Shull said thismorning Robert Leo
Schmidt, 64, died from agun shot
wound to the head about 2:22 am.
Friday at aresidence on Country
Club Drive.

“The preliminary investigation
indicates Mr. Schmidt's death was
aresult of an accidental self-in-
flicted gunshot,” Shull said.

Authorities have not ruled out
that a game of Russian Roulette
may have led to Schmidt’s death,
Shull said.

“We don’t know for sure. There
was gun play and there were two
gunsthey werelooking at.

“We'll have to wait on the toxi-
cology report about how thingshap-
pened,” Shull said.

A 911 call made by Michael
Vedro, 47, Colby, alerted authori-
tiesabout Schmidt being shot, Shull

Colby

said today.

Vedro, along with Jarrod Taylor,
25, also of Colby, werewitnessestc
the shooting. Taylor is the son of
Thomas County Sheriff Deputy
Rod Taylor.

Shull saidalcohol issuspected as
a contributing factor in Schmidt’s
death, and an autopsy of his body
was performed in Hayson Friday.

Asof thismorning, resultsof the
autopsy had not been received by
the police department.

Inadditionto alcohol testsbeing
conducted, toxicology reportswere
ordered.

“We have no reason to believe
there was any illegal drugs (at the
party), but there was alcohol con-
sumed earlierintheevening,” Shull
said.

Once all reports are completed,
they will be forwarded to Thomas
County Attorney AndresWyrick for
her review, Shull said.

The shooting is being investi-
gated by the Colby Police Depart-
ment and the Kansas Bureau of In-
vestigation.

High speed chase
ends In arrests,
patrol car afire

By Jan Katz Ackerman
Colby Free Press

A high speed chase on Sunday
acrosstwo countiesended withtwo
Virginia men being caught and a
Kansas Highway Patrol car catch-
ingfire.

Sheridan County Sheriff’s
Deputy Hessel Anderson said this
morning hewasalerted about agas
theftin Graham County andlocated
the suspected westbound vehicle
about 6 miles east of Hoxie and
started following it.

Andersonsaidheclocked Steven
L. Rashy, 18, and David A. Davis,
20, both of Richmond, Va., travel-
ing 82 miles per hour.

Andersonalerted HoxieCity Po-
lice Chief John Bieker that the car
was headed toward Hoxie on U.S.
Highway 24 shortly after 5p.m. The
car sped past Bieker and continued
westboundtoward ThomasCounty.

Anderson said the car turned
south at the Rexford Road before

heading back west with officers
from Logan and Thomas County,
alongwith KansasHighway Patrol
troopersin pursuit.

Rasby and Davis were appre-
hended shortly after 5:30 p.m,, ap-
proximately the sametime Kansas
Highway Patrol Trooper Doug
Reed’s patrol car engine compart-
ment caught fire.

Andersonsaidthefirewasextin-
guished before the Colby Fire De-
partment arrived, but not before
spreading a short way into to an
adjacent field where it too was ex-
tinguished.

Conditionsinthefield Rasby anc
Davisentered andwerefollowed by
authoritiesrequired vehiclesbeing
towed out after theincident, Ander-
sonsaid.

Rasby and Davisbookedintothe
Thomas County Jail, but duetothe
President’s Day holiday no further
detailswere available about pend-
ing charges.

Superintendents address school financing

By Tisha Cox
Colby Free Press

Thestatelegidatureisstill trying
tofigureout how it’sgoing to fund
education and their progress so far
isbeingwatched closely by admin-
istratorsat ThomasCounty schools.

Brewster school superintendent
Sherri Edmundson weighed in on
how thelegislators are doing.

“| think they’ re making an hon-
est effort but | think thereisstill a
long way to go,” shesaid.

After getting alook at the two

plans proposed last week, she said
her biggest fear isthat they might
phasedownlow enrollment weight-
ing. Edmundson explained schools
with lower enrollment get more
valueduring thebudgeting process.
If the state stopped doing that, it
would mean shutting some of the
smallest schoolsin the state.
Shesaid evenif the 100 smallest
schoolsin the state were closed, it
wouldn’t makeup 10 percent of the
budget, and wouldn't equal one
Wichitaschool district. Itwouldn’t

save any money, Edmundson said,
and would only add on atranspor-
tation cost for studentsto be bused
elsewhereto attend class.

She said it also wouldn’'t make
senseinwestern K ansasbecause of
the sparse popul ation.

Edmundson said the funding so-
[ution needs to be “fair and equi-
table” to all the districts and said
coming up with the money to do it
shouldn’t come from property tax
increases.

Shesaid salestax would bemore

fair becauseit would be statewide,
and Edmundson doesn’t think
school spending can’t bedonewith-
out atax increase.

Colby school superintendent
Kirk Nielsendidn’t offer any opin-
iononhow thingsaregoing but said
he'sputting hisfaithinthelegisla-
ture. Nielsensaid hehastalkedwith
Rep. Jim Morrison, R-Colby, and
said hefelt good about the conver-
sation.

“You’'vegottorely onthemtodo
theright thing,” he said.

s B refl vy s ———————————
y Pre-enrollment planned at Sacred Heart

College send-off Wednesday

The community isinvited to a send-off at 9 am. Wednesday on the
Colby Community College campusfor the seven Trojan wrestlershead-

ing to the national tournament.

Commissioners to meet Tuesday
TheThomasCounty Commissionerswill meetat 9a.m. Tuesday at the
courthouse. Items on the agendainclude a presentation with Colby city
manager CarolynArmstrong onimproving Willow, Franklinand Coun-
try Club; presentationson theweed department, economic devel opment
and sheriff’s office and Ron Redick of Hi Plains Mental Health. The

meeting isopento the public.

Sacred Heart School will hold pre-enrollment for preschool and kin-
dergarten children for the 2005-06 school year on Wednesday, March 9,
in the school lobby between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. School officials ask that
parent/guardiansbringbirth certificate, physical, social security care, and
immuni zation records. For questions, call 460-2813.

Cancer Society’s daffodil deadline near
TheAmerican Cancer Society issponsoring itsannual Daffodil Drive
in Colby and Stephanie Stonesand TinaDreiling, coordinatorshere, will
betaking ordersuntil Tuesday, Feb. 22. To order, call (785) 460-8677 or
(785) 460-8076 and leave a message. Bundles are $10, but the society

also has new offeringsaswell.
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