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DEAR ABBY: What should I
have said to my new 24-year-old
stepdaughter who started bawling
when her father and I told her that
we had eloped? She wasn’t crying
out of happiness, or even disap-
pointment that she hadn’t been in-
vited. In fact, the first thing out of
her mouth was to ask her father,
“Did you make her sign apre-nup?”

Abby, I have never in my life felt
so humiliated and offended by
someone else’s rude behavior. If we
hadn’t been out to dinner, I would
have leftimmediately. She was sob-
bing uncontrollably at the table. But
[ held my head high and forced a
smile for the rest of the meal.

Now I'm not really sure how I
should act toward her. Before her
father and I married, I thought we
had a very friendly relationship. I
never imagined a reaction like the
one she had. Ifeelit wasrude, tacky,
inappropriate and cruel. Part of me
never wants to see her again.

— CRUSHED

DEAR CRUSHED: I don’t
blame you for feeling her behav-
ior was rude, tacky, inappropri-
ate and cruel. But you are all
“family”’ now, and face it, you will
be seeing her again. Somy recom-
mendationis torecognize that she
was shocked, and forgive her can-
dor and loss of control. But don’t
forget it.

DEAR ABBY: My son, “lan,”
has a girlfriend, “Patty,” whois 5 1/
2 months pregnant. Patty is bipolar,
but sheis notbeing treated foritand
will not take medication. She has
gotten mad at Ian and literally
beaten him up. The last time it hap-
pened, Ian ended up with scratches
on his face and a large bite on his
upper arm. Patty was arrested and
had to spend four days in jail.

In the meantime, her mother,
“Liz,” came over to Ian’s house and
proceeded to tell me about Patty’s
life.

Before this all happened, Patty
told me she didn’t want me to meet
Lizbecause she was “crazy.” While
Patty was in jail, Liz told her that I
had said Patty needed to be institu-
tionalized. What I did say was that
Patty needstobe ANALYZED. Her
mother also said that Ian’s house has
“bad spirits” init. Now Patty refuses
to move back home with my son.

Abby, this girl needs a lot of un-
derstanding and help, but how can
[helpherif she thinks I said all these
bad things about her? A horrible
thing happened while Patty was in
jail. Her mother killed herself. I
know and understand her special
needs. I want to be there for her and
the baby.

— CARING

DEAR CARING: Remind
Patty that she told you how men-
tally ill her mother was, which
was proven to be true by the fact
she committed suicide while
Patty wasin jail. Explain that her
mother may have thought you
said she (Patty) needed institu-
tionalization, but that she was
“confused.” What you really said
was that Patty should be evalu-
ated to determine the cause of her
mood swings, and to determine if
there was medication she could
take to calm them.

Frankly, I, too, am concerned
for the baby’s welfare. Because
Patty becomes violent when she
“losesit,” itmight be safer if your
son has legal custody of the child
until his girlfriend becomes more
stable. Irecommend that you and
Ian explore that option with a
lawyer NOW.

DEAR ABBY: I am currently
pregnant with achild I cannotkeep.
[have chosen adoption, and the par-

Abigail
Van Buren

| ® Dear Abby

ents will be a childhood friend of
mine and her husband, with whom
Tamliving. My question is, [ know
there should be a baby shower. But
should I attend?

Annika said I didn’t give her the
chance to correct the problem with
the teacher before calling the state.
T'amlivid that she took it personally
when I tried to protect my child. I
didn’t do it to get her in trouble.

Annika was to be my maid of
honor next September, and the
thought of it makes meill. Thave no
desire to see my former best friend,
and she lives across the street from
me. This all happened last week.
Should I give it time, or stand my
ground? Am I overreacting about
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