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Pastor’s wife could cause havoc
DEAR ABBY: Being a pastor of

a church, I had to respond to the let-
ter from “Hates Hypocrites in Wash-
ington.” She’s the woman who dis-
covered that the new associate
pastor’s wife, “Millie,” is the same
woman who broke up her marriage,
in addition to having had a “history,”
so to speak.

The senior pastor is probably
aware of at least some of what she
wrote about — that Millie has had
two previous marriages, countless
affairs and did time in prison for
drugs. However, on the off chance
that he doesn’t, “Hates Hypocrites”
should say something.

As you suggested, she needs to
introduce herself to the woman in
question: Millie’s reaction will give
her a pretty good idea of whether she
has had a change of heart in recent
years.

If Millie hasn’t, then the writer
needs to go quietly to the pastor,
approaching it from the standpoint
of, “I hope Millie has turned over a
new leaf since all of this, but you
need to know that ...”

I have seen firsthand what can
happen when not enough questions
are asked when a staff person comes
into a church. While I hope and pray
that Millie has learned from her mis-
takes, that may not be the case.

— REV. CHET THOMAS,
DAWSON, GA.

DEAR REV. THOMAS: Al-
though I am reluctant to see any-
one “carry tales” that could ruin
a career — specifically the associ-
ate pastor’s — I bow to your ex-
pertise. You are not the only
clergyperson who weighed in on
this one. Read on:

DEAR ABBY: I am an ordained
minister and pastoral counselor.
While it’s traditional in many
churches, simply being a pastor’s
spouse in no way qualifies someone
to teach marriage classes any more

than being a doctor’s wife qualifies
her to teach CPR. That she knows
firsthand where the pitfalls are does
not make one an expert on how oth-
ers might form healthy relationships
and avoid adultery, drugs, prison,
etc.

Whether or not this pastor’s wife,
“Millie,” may have repented of her
sin and amended her life, she is still
responsible for her past behavior,
and one of its consequences is that
her credibility as an expert on mar-
riage may rightfully be questioned.
Nor should one assume that all pas-
tors’ marriages are exemplary. Since
clergy families live highly public
lives, whatever flaws this marriage
has are on public display, and given
Millie’s past, one would assume
there might be many that come to
light.

The woman’s real value to a mar-
riage class could be as an example
of one who has acknowledged her
failing and changed her ways, and
shows openness to learn from oth-
ers who have had longer, more
healthy relationships — but not if
she hides her past and pretends to be
something she’s not.

— MARY KRAHN, BEMUS
POINT, N.Y.

DEAR ABBY: If it is true that the
new associate pastor’s wife broke up
the writer’s marriage, and has a his-
tory of similarly disruptive behav-
ior elsewhere, then the woman rep-
resents a potentially destructive
force in that congregation. As a par-
ish minister of nearly 30 years, I can
see the red flags flying high on this
one.

“Hates Hypocrites” should notify

the appropriate denominational of-
ficials of whatever larger body this
church is affiliated with and let them
take whatever action they feel may
be warranted. This is not about
“Hates Hypocrites” getting re-
venge; it is about protecting the sta-
bility and well-being of the congre-
gation.

— REV. STEPHEN
EDINGTON, NASHUA, N.H.

DEAR ABBY: I have a son,
“Max,” who is 1. At Christmas, we
were at my sister-in-law “Babette’s”
home for dinner. Babette has a peek-
a-poo dog that occasionally growls
at her teenage kids.

Max kept trying to go over and see
the dog. I kept telling him that the
dog didn’t want to play right now,
and to leave him alone. (My sister,
who frequently baby-sits Max, has
three very friendly dogs.) Babette’s
dog growled at my son, so I asked
her if we could put the dog else-
where. She said, “No. He doesn’t
have a cage or anything.”

I think she was rude because I
don’t think I was asking too much
for her to put her dog in another
room for a short period of time.
What do you think? I’d like your
opinion.

— PROTECTIVE MOTHER
IN OHIO

DEAR PROTECTIVE: When
a dog growls, that’s the dog’s way
of saying, “Stay away!” Because
your son was too young to under-
stand this, and because your sis-
ter-in-law was unwilling to sepa-
rate her dog from your child, you
should have separated your child
from her dog by cutting the din-
ner short and leaving.

Editor’s note: Dear Abby is writ-
ten by Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips, and was
founded by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Write Dear Abby at www.-
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles, Calif. 90069.

Bridge

Declarer Makes a Key Play
Assume you’re declarer at six diamonds and West

leads the ten of spades. How would you play the
hand?

From the outset, your only concern is to avoid los-
ing two hearts. Two possibilities are immediately
apparent: If the clubs divide 3-3, a heart can be dis-
carded from dummy on the fourth club; failing that,
a finesse in hearts can be attempted. As the cards
lie, though, both of these approaches would fail.

However, a third possibility exists, and when the
deal occurred, declarer exploited it to bring in the
slam.

The ten of spades was covered by the jack and
queen, ruffed by South. Trumps were drawn, and the
three top clubs were cashed, ending in dummy.
When the suit failed to break evenly, declarer made
the key play — he led the king of spades and ruffed
East’s ace. South then trumped his last club in
dummy and led the seven of spades.

Had East been able to cover the seven, declarer
would have ruffed and eventually tried the heart fi-
nesse. But when East was unable to top the seven,
South discarded the four of hearts instead, happily
conceding the trick to West.

This left West in a hopeless position. He could lead
a heart into South’s A-Q, or he could return a spade,
allowing declarer to ruff in dummy while discarding
the queen of hearts. Either way, the slam was home.

By catering to the possibility that West might have
started with the 10-9-8 of spades, South was able
to make his contract without having to resort to the
heart finesse. The play he used — known technically
as a loser-on-loser — involved discarding a card he
would always lose, the four of hearts, on another
losing card, the seven of spades, in order to place
West in a no-win situation.
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