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CrosswordFor Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

Bidding Quiz
You are South, neither side vulnerable. The bid-

ding has been:
West North East      South
1 S          2 D          Pass        ?
What would you bid now with each of the follow-

ing five hands?
1. S KJ74 H AJ6 D Q3 C K952
2. S 85 H KJ843 D QJ4 C K75
3. S 6 H 92 D A875 C AQ9643
4. S AJ93 H KQ74 D 9 C 8764
5. S 75 H KQJ8742 D 74 C A8
 * * *
1. Three notrump. Before discussing the proper

action, it might be best to define the meaning of a
non-jump-overcall on the two-level. Generally, this
shows not only a very good suit, but also the values
for an opening bid.

Once this definition is accepted, it becomes clear
that this is a game-going hand. Two notrump, which
would be invitational and not forcing, would be to-
tally inadequate.

2. Three diamonds. A partner who overcalls is
usually much more interested in learning whether
you have support for his suit and the values for a
forward-going bid than to learn whether you have a
suit of your own and a hand of indeterminate
strength. It is therefore better to raise diamonds with
the given hand than to bid two hearts, which you
could also do with S 974 H KJ9852 D 6 C Q83. You
are hoping, after you raise diamonds, that partner
will be able to bid three notrump.

3. Four diamonds. Here you want to invite game
in a suit rather than notrump. True, you have only
10 high-card points, but your distributional features
more than make up for your lack of high-card
strength. A good case can also be made for leaping
directly to five diamonds.

4. Pass. Chances for game are poor, considering
your lack of support for partner’s suit. To bid two
hearts with a four-card suit is out of the question, and
two notrump is likewise not feasible because
partner’s diamonds might prove useless as a signifi-
cant source of tricks in notrump. Partner is a favor-
ite to make what he has bid — two diamonds — so
you should get out of the bidding while you still have
the chance for a plus score.

5. Four hearts. Given partner’s two-level overcall,
you should be a heavy favorite to make four hearts,
so you should bid it directly. It would be wrong to
bid only three hearts, which is highly invitational
but not forcing.

This hand was played in the U.S. Team Trials
some years ago by Edwin Kantar, Los Angeles star.
He reached four hearts as shown, and West cashed
the A-K of diamonds before shifting to a trump.

Kantar’s prospects were not bright at this point.
It seemed certain from the bidding that West had the
king of clubs, which meant two club tricks were
likely to be lost. And Kantar would indeed have lost
two club tricks had he played the suit normally - that
is, a club to the ace followed by a club to the queen.

But Kantar played the hand “abnormally.” He
won West’s trump shift in dummy, cashed the A-K
of spades, ruffed a spade, played a trump to the ace
and ruffed a diamond in dummy to produce this
position:

                    North
                    H 10
                  C A 7 5 2
West  East
D Q         S  Q J
C K 10 6 3         H  7
C J 4
                 South
                 H J 9
                 C Q 9 8
Kantar now led the deuce of clubs from dummy,

covering East’s four with the eight. West won with
the ten and, aware that he could not afford a club
return, played the queen of diamonds.

Declarer ruffed with dummy’s ten, and East was
helpless. If he discarded a spade, South would dis-
card a club and take the rest of the tricks. So East
discarded the jack of clubs, hoping to leave declarer
stranded in dummy with East now void of clubs.

But Kantar had an answer to this also. He
overruffed the ten with the jack, drew East’s trump
with the nine and led the queen of clubs through
West’s king to put the finishing touch on a very well-
played hand.
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