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Opinion

Oberlin Herald
Viewpoint

Where will legislators
get money for schools?

It seemscertaintheK ansasL egislatureisgoingto put another $400
millionto half abillion ayear into public schoolsover the next few
years.

No one seemsto know how the statewill pay for this, beyond the
first year. Revenue projections don’t show the state bringing in
enoughto makeendsmeet, but then afew yearsago, theprojections
showed the state having alot moremoney thanit actually got. Aris-
ing tide makesall the difference.

Andwhiletheremay bealot of support for increasing the school
budget, it’'sthe L egislature— not the courts— that needsto decide
how much and whereit comesfrom.

Thereisno ground swell among voters or business people for a
tax increase, no matter the reason. The results of the last election
ought to convince people of that.

Relying on gambling expansion to finance schoolsisabad idea,
bad because gamblingisdestructive, and bad becauseit’snot areli-
able source of money.

There'sjust something repul siveabout paying for kids’ education
with sintaxes, any way you sliceit.

SotheL egislature, faced with aSupreme Court order to comeup
with more money before it goes home, needsto shift around exist-
ing dollars and new income from a growing economy to find the
money for schoals. I1t’s not going to be easy.

The members will have to keep in mind, as Chancellor Robert
Hemmenway at the University of Kansas says, that it makeslittle
senseto educate kidsthrough high school and not provide adecent
higher education.

Kansas colleges have been starving the last few years as public
schools and welfare soaks up every available dollar from the state
budget.

Nor can the Legislature expect to take much out of the highway
fund, lest the state default on its promises under the 10-year trans-
portation plan.

Thedevilsintheworks, it seems, include social programs, from
public assistance to help for the disabled, Medicaid and welfare.
These programs have grown uncontrollably during the recession.
Eventoday, they show littlesign of slacking off, and many are con-
sidered “entitlements,” which the state hasto pay for whether it has
the money or not.

Special-interest groups keep pushing for more money for these
programs, and at even ahint of cuts, they organize demonstrations
infront of the State house. It'shard to befirmwith peopleinwheel-
chairs. It looks mean.

The Legislatorswill have to balance al that out and do the best
they can. That may not be good enough for the courts, but then, the
courtshave no power to raisetaxes. At least, we hopethey don't.

The best anyone can hope for isthat the economy will keep im-
proving and there' I| be money to cover all thebases. If not, thereis
nothingwritinstonethat saysthestategovernment hastogrow every
year.

Seve Haynes
Nor’ West Newspapers

About those letters . . .

The Free Press encourages and welcomes lettersfrom
readers. Lettersshould betypewritten, if at all possible, and
should include atel ephone number and an address. Most
importantly, all lettersmust include asignature. Unsigned
letters cannot be published. Wereservetheright to edit for
clarity and length, and, likewise, reservetheright to reject
letters deemed to be of no publicinterest or offensive.
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MOM, WOULD YOU
TALK SOFTER ON THE
CELL...WE CAN'T

HEAR TV,

And the winner 1s?...nobody

Nobody figuredit out. Nobody. And | thought
Question #11 in last Friday’s column was the
easiest of all thequestionssofarinmy littletrivia
contest. If you remember it was. “In the area of
music, what town in our area can lay claim to
MSSR.?’

Ready for the answer?

Colby for Mark Schultz and Sam Ramey.
Mark inthefield of Christian musicandisana
tionally acclaimed artist, while Samisin opera
and considered one of the world’'s most gifted
voices

Boy, | thought that was a snap.

Nomovieticketscomingfromthiscolumnthis
week.

So we now moveto Question#12 (of particu-
lar interest to Colby): “Everybody’s got one
somewhereandthisonetowersabovethemall.”

Again, it’s very, very simple. Answers to
td@nwkansas.com, fax 462-7749, or call 462-
3963. Answers by Thursday afternoon next
week.

Good luck to our Eagle wrestlers at state and
the Trojan wrestlers at nationals. You do us
proud!

Thesmaller schoolsarealready intotheir bas-
ketball tournaments and the larger schools start
thiscoming week. Wow! Thewinter sports sea-
sonisjust about towrap up. Thenit’sspringand
all its offers— not the least of whichistheend
of the school year by the time the outdoor
sportskidscall it quits.

| seetheMichael Jacksonjury hasbeen seated,
much quicker then the so called tel evision bab-
blinglegal expertsexpected. Thetrid, if thereis
one, will probably move at a snail’s pace. “1 F
thereisone?’ you ask. One attorney the other
evening on the tube said he fully expects some

Why some

Youwill enjoytoday’ssubmissions. Ifyou have
something to share, send it to
td@nwkansas.com, fax462-7749 or mail tothe
office at 155 W. 5th, Colby 67701. Thanks, in
advance. - td

A poem about ‘ JAKE’

Jake, the rancher, went one day, to fix adis-
tant fence.

The wind was cold and gusty ...the clouds
rolled gray and dense.

Ashepoundedthelast staplesinand gathered
toolstogo,

The temperature had fallen ...the wind and
snow began to blow.

When hefinally reached his pickup, hefelt a
heavy heart,

‘ Causewhenhetriedtheswitch, that ol’ truck
just wouldn't start.

So Jake did what most of uswould do had we
been there,

He humbly bowed his head and sent aoft a
prayer.

He then tried the key for one last time, and
quietly cursed hisluck.

They found him three days later, frozen stiff
inthat old truck.

Now, Jake had been around in life, and done
his share of roamin’.

And when he got to Heaven, it looked like
Kansason abeautiful spring mornin’.

Of all the saintsin Heaven, his favorite was
old St. Pete.

Heliked to sit around and visit with him; he
thought it wasreally neat.

Sooneday they sat and talked an hour or two,
or maybeit wasthree,

Butitreally didn't matter ...in Heaventimeis
free.

“1"ve always heard,” Jake said to Pete, “that
God will answer prayer.

But theonetimel really needed help, Hejust
plainwasn’t there.”

“Does God answer prayers of some, and ig-
norethe prayersof others?

That doesn’t seemexactly square...| know that
all men arebrothers.”

“Or does he randomly reply, without good
rhyme or reason?

Maybeit'sthetime of day, or the weather or
the season.”

kind of out of court settlement to spare Jackson
the ordeal of prison. He said something about
Jackson being a frail, weak young man and
prisonwouldn’t beinhisbestinterest. What kind
of bull isthat?

Two doctors and an HM O manager died and
lined up at the pearly gates for admission to
heaven.

St. Peter asked them to identify themsel ves.

Onedoctor stepped forward and said, “1 was
apediatric spinesurgeon and hel ped kidsover-
cometheir deformities.”

St. Peter said, “ You can enter.”

Theseconddoctor said, “| wasapsychiatrist.
| helped peopl e rehabilitate themselves.”

St. Peter also invited himin.

Thethird applicant stepped forwardand said,
“1 was an HM O manager. | helped people get
cost-effective health care.”

St. Peter said, “ You can comein, too.”

But asthe HM O manager walked by, St. Pe-
ter added, “ You can stay three days. After that,
you know where we are going to send you!”

Today’sHighlightsin History:

OnFeb. 25,1793, thedepartment headsof the
U.S. government met with President Washing-
tonat hishomefor thefirst Cabinet meeting on
record.

In 1836, inventor Samuel Colt patented his

prayers are not
TD

® At
Week’s
End

“Now, | ain’'t trying to act smart, It'sjust the
way | feel.

So would you tell me...what the heck’s the
deal 2"

Peter listened very patiently and when Jake
was done,

He smiled in recognition, and said, “So,
you'retheone!”

That day your truck wouldn't start, and you
sent your prayer aflying,

Yougaveusall areal badtime, with hundreds
of ustrying.

A thousand angel srushed to check the status
of your file,

And you know, Jake, we hadn’'t heard from
you inquiteawhile.

Andthoughall prayersareanswered, You see,
God doesn’t have aquota;

Hedidn't recognizeyour voice, and started a
truck in North Dakotal!

Question: What doyouget if you crossafour-
leaf clover with poison oak?
Answer: A rash of good luck.

Just minutesbeforethechurch servicesstarted
the townspeople were sitting in their pews and
talking. Suddenly, Satan appeared at thefront of
the church. Everyone started screaming and
running for the front entrance, trampling each
other in afrantic effort to get away from evil
incarnate.

Soon everyone had exited the church except
for oneelderly gentlemanwho sat calmly inhis
pew without moving, seemingly oblivioustothe
fact that God' sultimate enemy wasin hispres-
ence. So Satanwalkeduptotheoldmanandsaid,
“Don’t you know who | am?”’

Themanreplied, “ Yep, suredo.”

“Aren’'tyou afraid of me?” Satan asked

“Nope, sureain’'t” said the man.

revolver.

In 1913, the 16th Amendment to the United
StatesConstitution, giving Congressthe power
tolevy and collect income taxes, was declared
in effect.

In 1964, CassiusClay (later MuhammadAli)
became world heavyweight boxing champion
by defeating Sonny ListoninMiami Beach, Fla.

| thought the O’ Reilly Factor wasway off base
Thursday night when host Bill and one of his
guestswerealready talking about theprocessfor
pickinganew pope. Lordy, Bill, Pope John Paul
isdtill alive, althoughill, still alive. O’ Reilly and
hisguest havealready buriedthe pope. But what
elsecanyou expect fromtheshallownessof the
likesof Bill O'Reilly?

| guessthe Oscarswill behanded out Sunday.
That’snice.

When you mix water and flour together you
getglue...and thenwhenyou add eggsand sugar
you get cake.

Right?

Right.

WEell then, where did the glue go?

Ponder that for awhile.

| will be away from my desk until next
Wednesday. Patty, the editor, will be handling
some of the stuff | generally carefor. So send it
to her at pdecker@nwkansas.com. Thanks.

Have a good evening and a good weekend.
And don'’t forget the church of your choicewill
wel comeyouwith openarms. Don’t disappoint.

*kkk*k

TomDreiling is publisher of the Free Press.
His column appears Wednesdays and Fridays.
td@nwkansas.com.

answered

“Don’'tyourealizel cankill youwithaword?’
asked Satan.

“Don’tdoubtitforaminute,” returnedtheold
man, in an eventone.

“Did you know that | could cause you pro-
found, horrifying, physical agony forever?”’

“Yep,” wasthecalmreply.

“Andyou’restill not afraid?’ asked Satan.

“Nope.”

More than a little perturbed, Satan asked,
“Well, why aren’t you afraid of me?’

The man calmly replied, “Been married to
your sister for 48 years.”

DidjaEver Wonder?

VCanyou cry under water?

VIf money doesn’t grow ontreesthenwhy do
banks have branches?

VSincebreadissquare, thenwhy issandwich
meat round?

VWhy doyou haveto*“ put your twocentsin”..
but it’s only a “penny for your thoughts”~
Where'sthat extrapenny going to?

vOnce you're in heaven, do you get stuck
wearing theclothesyouwereburiedinfor eter-
nity?

VWhy does around pizza comein a square
box?

VWhat disease did cured ham actually have~

VHow isit that we put man on the moon be-
fore we figured out it would be agood ideato
put wheels on luggage?

VWhy isit that people say they “Slept like
baby” when babies wake up like every two
hours?

VWhy areyoulN amovie, butyou’ reON TV~

VWhy do people pay to go up tall buildings
and then put money in binoculars to look at
thingson the ground?

VWhy do toasters always have a setting that
burnsthetoast to ahorrible crisp, which no de-
cent human being would eat?

VIf Jimmy crackscornand no onecares, why
isthere astupid song about him?

VIs Disney World the only people trap oper-
ated by amouse?

VWhy does the “Alphabet” song anc
“Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star” have the same
tune?

‘Til net week...stay well. - td



