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Future
growth
begins

By Tisha Cox
Colby Free Press

Thefirst step in planning the
county’sfuturewasameeting at
Colby High School Monday
evening. The meeting was spon-
sored by the Pro-active Commit-
tee, acooperativeeffort between
the Colby/Thomas County
Chamber of Commerce and the
Colby Promotion Committee.

The * County-wide Visioning
andPlanning Session” heldinthe
high school commons area was
hosted by Dave Jennings of the
His Shop in downtown Colby.

Jennings said the county has
taken advantage of “wonderful
leadershipinthepast,” citing sev-
eral examplesof how goalshave
cometo pass. He mentioned the
Colby Community Building, In-
terstate-70 and Colby Commu-
nity College.

“Someonehadtohavethat first
idea,” hesaid. “Now it’sout turn
to continuethat.”

Jennings added the futureisa
question of the county being all
it can be and that should be the
goal.

Dr. David Darling, a K-State
Researchand Extensionagricul-
tural economist and rural com-
munity specialist, wasalsothere.
Heshowedavideocalled* Power
of Vision” and gave a presenta-
tion on how having avision can
help acommunity succeed.

Thevideo outlined theimpor-
tance of planning for the future
and how a positive attitude and
visionof thefuturecaninfluence
outcomesfor the better.

After thevideo, Darling orga-
nized groups based on birthday
months and handed out a work-
sheetonforthemtocomeupwith
the county’s strengths, weak-
nesses, opportunitiesandthreats.

The “Sustaining Progress
Checklist” worksheet had cat-
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Dave Jennings, owner of the His Shop in downtown Colby, hosted the “County-wide Visioning
and Planning Session” Monday night at Colby High School. Seated is Dr. David Darling, a K-State
Research and Extension agricultural economist and rural community specialist.

egories like community attitudes,
vision, plan, resources and benefi-
cial actions. After completing the
paperwork, groups discussed their
answers and then had to come up
with the strengths and weaknesses
they think the county has.

Strengthssuggested werethecol -
lege, hospital, infrastructure, sales
tax for economic development,
partnering with other communities,
community participation and atti-
tude.

Weaknesses offered were an ag-
ing and declining population, no
wageincreasesor lack of competi-

tivejobs, water andlack of informa-
tion sharing. It was also suggested
that the same group is always in-
volvedinleadershipandthat needs
to be diversified by getting differ-
ent peopleinterested.

Darling said the county isin the
first stage of developing its next
strategic plan. He asked who was
missing and sai d everyoneneedsto
beinvolved.

He said vision can affect plan-
ning, taking a community from
“who we are” to “who we want to
be.” Darling added vision is em-

poweringandthetool tomoveinthe lab
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right direction. Thomas County
Economic Alliance Director
Gerry Fulwider also gave ahis-
toric review on past strategic
plans. Hesaid theplanshavetobe
reviewed every three years to
qualify asanenterprisezone. The
past three versions of the current
planwererevisions, withthelast
completed in June, 2002.
Fulwider said someof thegoals
fromthat planarealready reality,
includingtheColby VisitorsCen-
ter, the recycling center and the
Colby High School technology

Commissioners: Recycling going strong

By Tisha Cox
Colby Free Press

The Thomas County Commis-
sioners learned Monday tons of
waste are being kept from being
disposed of becauseof effortsat the
landfill and county recycling cen-
ter.

Landfill supervisor Larry Jumper
gave a presentation on the landfill
and his duties. He said the landfill
takesinan average of 15tonsaday
but can handle up to 20 tons.

But, hesaid, seventonsof waste
aday are recycled at the landfill.
Last year, that amounted to 2,576

tonsrecycled last year.

They takeinrecyclablematerials
suchasmillings, ail, tiresandrims,
yard waste, metal, concrete, grain
and grain dust and more. Those
itemsamount to 20 percent of all the
materialsthat end up at thelandfill.

Chairman Ron Evanssaid Jump-
er and hiscrew aredoingagoodjob
holding down the amount of mu-
nicipal solid waste taken in at the
landfill.

Hecomplementedthecitizensof
the county for their useand partici-
pation inrecycling.

“The three commissioners ap-
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Thenumbers
Tuesday’s high, 58

Low thismorning, 27
Year ago today, 41 and 22

Soil temperature, 40
Thesources:

TEMP.

Mild temperatures to prevalil

Tonight...Partly cloudy. Lowsin the mid 20s. West windsup to 5
mph. Thursday...Partly cloudy. Highsaround 60. Southwest winds
5t0 10 mph. Thur sday night...Partly cloudy. L owsinthe upper 20s.
South winds 5 to 10 mph shifting to the east after midnight.
Friday...Partly cloudy. Highsinthe upper 50s. Northwinds10to 15
mph. Friday night...Partly cloudy. Lows in the mid 20s.
Saturday...Partly cloudy. Highs around 60.

Recordsfor thisdate, 90in 1935 and -11in 1943
Precipitation past 24 hoursto 8 a.m. today, 0.00
Precipitation for month to date: 0.00

Snowfall for month to date: 0.00

Theforecastisfromthe National Weather Service, and other num-
bers are from the Northwest Research-Extension Center, Colby. A
recorded forecast updated throughout the day isavailable by calling
(785) 899-7119. Current temperatures are available by calling 460-

plaud everyone,” he said, adding
recycling ishelping to prolong the
lifeof thelandfill.

Evanssaid hewould liketo keep
usingtheold pit aslong aspossible
before having to use the new pit.

Jumper showed the site plan for
the new are and said hethinksthey
needahardtoproad. Evanstoldhim
togetaquotefromroad department
supervisor Clair Schrock.

He also wanted Jumper to see
how muchmoney isleftin hisbud-
get from the $700,000 they had
fromano-fundwarrant for thenew
landfill cel.

On the subject of waste, Lynette
Koon gave a presentation on the
recycling center.

Evanssaidthecitizensof Thomas
County owe their thanks to Koon
and LauraDavis, who hel ped start
the center 10 years ago.

He said recycling is the right
thing to do. Evans said Koon has
developed agood rapport with the
state and written and received
$500,000 in grants to develop one
of the “best recycling centersin
western Kansas.”

Koon said the Colby facility is
becomingaregional center because

Area producers
urged to attend
program signup

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

There will be an informational
meetinginColby startingat 10a.m.,
Tuesday, March 8, at the Colby
Community Buildingforfarmersin
Thomas County aswell as produc-
ersin Graham, Rooks, Sheridan,
and Sherman counties.

Sponsored by the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service, the
focus of the meeting isto offer in-
formation to producers on signup
for the2005 Conservation Security
Program or CSP.

Farmersinthespecificfivecoun-
tiescanapply for theprogrambased
on the fact that all are part of the
Upper South Fork SolomonWater-
shed, which has been chosen as a
priority watershedfor thisprogram
by the federal government, said
Layton Billips, Sheridan County
district conservationist.

For those unable to attend the
Colby meeting, therearethreeother
meetingsplannedtoinclude: Hoxie
High School, 1625 Queen Ave.,
Hoxie, at 7p.m., Tuesday, March§;
and Frontier Stage, 312 E. Main,
Hill City, at 10 am. and 7 p.m.,
Wednesday, March 9. For questions
call any of thedistrict conservation-
istsinthefive counties.

In Colby for Thomas County
farmers, call Andy Burr, (785) 462-
7482 or e-mail: andy.burr @ks.-
usda.gov; Sherman County, call
Fred Wedel, (785) 899-3070 or e-
mail: fred.wedel @ks.usda.gov;
Sheridan County, call Billips, (785)
675-3353 or e-mail: layton.bil-
lips@ks.usda.gov; Rooks County,
Darrel Beougher, (785) 425-6316
or e-mail: darrel.beougher@ks.-
usda.gov; or Graham County, Bra-
dley Shank, (785) 421-3491 or e-
mail: bradley.shank @ks.usda.gov

Legislators to visit
five nearby towns

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

There will be an informational
meeting, along with timefor ques-
tionsand answer, when Sen. Ralph
Ostmeyer (Grinnell) and Rep. John
Faber (Brewster) visit St. Francis,
Atwood, Oberlin and Norton on
Saturday.

St. Francisisthefirst stopfrom8
to 9 am. at the Dusty Farmer Res-
taurantthenfrom9:45t010:45a.m.
in Atwood at the Farm Bureau
Building. Thelegislatorswill con-
tinueto Oberlinfrom11:15a.m. to
12:30 p.m. at the Decatur County
Courthouse and from 1:15to 2:15
p.m. at the Town and Country
Kitchenin Norton.

“Thereareseveral importantbills
that have been passed thefirst half
of the legislative session,” Ost-
meyer said. “The Senate pass the
“clunker” bill to fix last year’s tax
on certain used cars and there was
abill to help combat racial profil-
ing and bills to promote the grow-
ing ethanol industry in our state.”

A coupleof changesareexpected
to help streetsand highwaysin be-
coming alittle more safe with the
passage of strobe lights on the top
of school busesandthe useof head-
lightswhen windshield wipers are
inuse. Duringthefive-towntour on
Saturday, bothlegislatorssaidthey
areinvitingandencouraging every-
oneto attend one of the sessions.

In Thomas County

morecountiesarecoming onboard.
Oberlin and Gove will be sending
materialsto Colby and other coun-
tiesalready do. She said 2004 was
thefirstyear for thefacility asafive-
county center.

Koon said the facility does sell
some materials and last year sold
518 tons, which was worth about
$33,000, which went back into the
center for wages and equipment.

Commissioner Paul Steele said
thefacility isan asset.

“1 think everyonein the commu-
nity can be proud of it,” he said.

Commissioner Ken Christiansen

alsonotedit’sdoingit’sjobbecause
more and more peopl e are coming
torecycling.
Thecommissionersalsogottheir
first look at anew county vehicle.
Thomas County Emergency
Medical Services director Kathi
Wright showed pictures of their
new ambulance. Shesaid oncethey
haveit, it will only take three days
togetitready for service. They will
have to put in equipment and sup-
pliesbeforethevehiclecan beused.
Wright said once it’s outfitted,
shewill bringtheambul ancefor the
commissionersto see.

Effort underway to mobilize parade for celebration

A celebrationisplanned in con-
junctionwiththeEnlisted Associa-
tion of the Kansas National Guard
meeting in Colby on Friday and
Saturday, March18-19, said L eilani
Thomas, executive director of the
Colby Convention and Visitors
Bureau. As part of the celebration,

shesaid, aparadeisbeingorganized
and entries are requested.

The parade will begin at 2 p.m.,
Friday, March 18fromFikePark to
the National Guard Armory.

Aspart of thefestivitieshonoring
the150yearsof serviceby theKan-
sasAir and Army National Guard

there will be displays of vehicles,
traveling exhibit and free hot dogs
andpopfrom10am.to3p.m., Sat-
urday, at the Comfort Inn parking
lot.

In addition, spouse tourswill be
availabletotheVisitor’sCenter and
PrairieMuseum of Art and History.

“1f youwouldliketobepart of the
parade, please call the Chamber of
Commerceor ConventionandVisi-
torsBureau,” Thomassaid.

“Thisistruly an opportunity to
showcase our community.”

For questions, call the Chamber
Officeat 460-3401.
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Second grade music program next week

Colby Grade School second graderswill be performing“ Templesand
Tombs” under thedirection of Jennifer Koel at 1:30and 7 p.m. inthegrade
school auditorium Thursday, March 10. The publicisinvited.

Colby district music concert next week

The Colby Public SchoolsMusic Department presents“Musicin Our
Schools,” thedistrict concert, at 7 p.m. Tuesday, March 15 at the Colby
Community Building. The concert will feature musicians from Colby
Grade, Middleand High Schools. Marchisnationally known as“Music

in Our Schools’ month.

Judges needed for Forensics tourney

The Colby High School Forensics Tournament will be hosting their
home meet on Thursday, March 17 and judges are still needed for the
tournament. Training isavailable, said Nancy Rundel, head coach. Per-
sons interested in judainag should call Rundel at 460-5300 or at

nrundel @colbyeagles.org

Murder mystery event Saturday

Pioneer Memorial Library issponsoringitsfirst-ever Murder Mystery
at 7 p.m., Saturday, March 5. Thiswill betheperfect opportunity for those
amateur sleuthsto solveamystery, organizerssaid. Local celebritieswill
act out this tongue-and-cheek mystery. Hors d’ oeuvres and dessert are
included in the $10ticket on sale at the library. For questions, call 460-

4470.

Donations for cemetery fence sought
Donationsarebeing accepted by the Colby Cemetery District for anew
fencetobeinstalled onthe south sideof Beulah Cemetery. Anyoneinter-
ested in contributing to this project should mail their donation to Dale
Deaver, 316 First St., Levant, Kan. 67743. Checks should be made pay-
ableto Colby Cemetery District. A map display of graveslocations has
alsobeeninstalled at Beulah Cemetery. A directory listing namesisavail -

ableaongwith thedisplay.
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