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Front desk clerk upset with parents
Abigail

Van Buren

e Dear Abby

DEARABBY: | work in ahotel
where many people pass through
our lobby each day. We have great
guests, but we al so get our share of
strangeor questionabl epeopl e, too.
[t'snot uncommonfor policetosend
us information or inquire about
criminalsof various sortswho stop
over at hotels. And, for the record,
it doesn’t matter how poshthehotel
is, either.

My letter concerns parents who
allow very young childrento come
tothefront desk alone, or tohang out
inthelobby. | haveseenscantily clad
young teensin swimsuits walk by.
Thesegirlshavenocluethatthey’re
being ogled by 40-plusbusinessmen
in suits who make off-color com-
mentsabout their bodies.

It'salso not unusual to see4- and
5-year-oldsget onand off theeleva
tors alone because their parents
don’'tfeel likecomingtothedesk to
pick upitems.

Why, then, dowewonder how our
kids are snatched up so easily by
predators?

Hotel staff are here to serve and
be helpful, but we cannot serve as
baby sitters.

We are often multitasking, so no
one should assume we have an eye
onyour child. How areweto know
whether the 50-year-old man pull-
ingyour 12-year-olddaughter aside
andwhispering somethinginher ear
isher dad — or apervert?

When children go missing, we
staff members get screamed at by
parents insisting that we should
have seen something suspicious
about the person the child was last
seen with. Well, here’s the ssmple
answer: We' reemployedto conduct
hotel business, not monitor children.
When thetel ephonerings, wemust
answer and take areservation. Our
attention cannot be on your child
when thereisalobby bustling with
activity, alineof fiveor moreguests
checkinginandout, someoneonthe
insidelinerequesting morepillows

Bridge
South dealer.
North-South vulnerable.

or questioningabill, and our outside

linesareringing off the hook.
— FRUSTRATED AT THE
FRONT DESK

DEAR FRUSTRATED: | un-
der stand and sympathize.

Part of theproblem may bethat
thehospitality industry hasbeen
sosuccessful inmakingguestsfed
at home away from home, that
people forget they are NOT at
home. Anillustration would bea
recentitemonthetelevision news
herein California.

An attractive young woman
entered her upscalehotel and de-
cided to dash into the powder
room off themain lobby. Shewas
unawarethat aman followed her
into the hotel through the lobby
and into thebathroom. Theonly
thing that saved her from his
sexual assault wasthat another
woman happened to enter the
bathroom.

Signs posted in every hotel
room warn gueststo verify the
identity of strangers before ad-
mitting them. In the interest of
safety, travelers should never let
their guard down, and parents
should remain vigilant.

DEARABBY: My son,whois19,
went to hisaunt and uncl€' sduring
theNew Year'sholidays. They live
3 1/2 hours away from us. On his
way back home, he got a speeding
ticket.

Do you think we were wrong to
makehimreturnhisChristmasgifts
aspunishment?Histicket cost $970
including attorney’s fees. Our son
thinkswewere out of line.

— DISGUSTED IN GEORGIA

DEARDISGUSTED: Thepun-
ishment should fit the crime —
and in thiscase, | don’t think it
did. Rather than returning his
Christmasgifts, abetter “ punish-
ment” would havebeenfor himta
repay the money you fronted on
hisbehalf.

DEARABBY: My best friend,
“Mara,” is 13. She's pregnant anc
refuses to tell her parents because
she says they will go crazy. | keep
telling her that telling her parentsis
what she should do, but she just
won't listen.

Maratold me she'sgoing to run
away and has asked me to go with
her. | would, because she’smy best
friend, but then | think she shoulc
stay because she's having a baby,
and if that baby doesn’t get enough
food and stuff it could be harmed.
I’mvery confused.

— CONFUSED LITTLEGIRL

DEAR CONFUSED: Running
away isno solution. I f ever there
wasatimeachild needed her par-
ents, thisisone of them. Mara’s
parentsmay bedisappointed, but
they will NOT “go crazy.” Urge
your friend again to tell her par-
ents,and volunteer tobewith her
when she does. (An alternative
would betotell your mother, and
ask your mother to accompany
M ara when she gives them the
news.)

P.S.Youareacaringfriendwith
agood head on your shoulders. |
hope Mara calmsdown and lis-
tenstoyou, becauseyou’ re abso-
lutely correct that medical care
during pregnancy can bevital in
delivering ahealthy baby.
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Opening lead — jack of hearts.
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The outcome would be essentially the [z
same if West held the king of spades. He
would runinto the same dead end as East.

Itisnot easy tothink of leading thequeen
of spadesat trick two, becauseitisnot cus-
tomary to lead the queen initially with A-

Q-x-x facing J-x.

However, thatishardly agoodreasonfor
failing to make the play. Custom is some-
times more honored in the breach than in

the observance.
Tomorrow: Bidding quiz.
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