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Don’t let them ruin it

Tothe Colby Free Press:

Right now in Washington, D.C., lawmakers are being pressured
tomakeuptheir mindsabout thefutureof Social Security. Weknow
many in Congress view radical reform as amandate handed down
by thevotersinthislast election

And, of course, agood number in Congress— including Senator
Harry Reid, who pressed the point that, “ Themost successful social
programinthehistory of theworldisbeing hijacked by Wall Street.
They aretrying to destroy Social Security.”

The thoughts expressed above are from President Barbara B.
Kennelly of theNational Committeeto Preserve Social Security and
Medicare. She also listed four of the outrageous and unfounded
claims being made to convince Congress— and us— that our So-
cial Security system will FAIL without the “miracle cure” of
privatization, in her most recent correspondence.

| amthankful for Mrs. Kennelly andfor all likeher who havehel ped
me see how my Social Security and Pension money arereally go-
ingtodisappear by theway the current administrationishandling
our money.

Most wealthy people wouldn’t mind giving back the tax cuts
they’ vereceived. A tax cut of $2,000 for aperson making $90,000
ayear really wouldn’t hurt his/her subsi stence much but for persons
making $10,000, $20,000, $30,000, $40,000— it could makeahuge
difference eveninjust meeting that person’sminimal health needs.

So, I’'mcomplyingwithMrs. Kennelly’srequest and havesigned
the transmittal petition for its presentation to Senator Pat Roberts,
Senator Sam Brownback and Representative Jerry Moran. Repre-
sentativeJimMorrisonand Senator Ralph Ostmeyer alsowouldlike
to know about thisbefore we get the axe.

Governor K athleen Sebeliusiscooperative. Whenyouwriteyour
next “thank you” or complaint youmight let her know what isgoing
on.

I’m sending all of them acopy of thisletter and am copying the
words of the petition whichisenclosed in thisletter.

Sincerely yours,

Ms. EdnaA. Hatcher
Colby
(Letter #10)

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed on thispageareencouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Or e-mail td@nwkansas.com, or fax (785) 462-7749. Your comments
need to be signed and include a daytime tel ephone number and the
address of thewriter. Thelatter two arefor verification only.

Where to write, call

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 2443 Rayburn House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715 or Fax 202/225-5124

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building
Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7676 e mail:
jmorriso@ink.org web:http://www.ink.org/public/
legidlators/jmorriso

State Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer, State Capitol Building
Rm. 128 S, Topeka 66612. 785/296-7399

CoLBY FREE PRESs

155 W. Fifth (USPS 120-920)

Colby, Kan. 67701

freepress@nwkansas.com
State award-winning newspaper, General Excellence, Design & Layout
Excellence, Column Writing, Editorial Writing, Sports Columns, News,
Photography.
Official newspaper of Thomas County, Colby, Brewster and Rexford.

Tom (TD) Dreiling - Publisher

td@nwkansas.com

NEWS
Patty Decker - Editor

pdecker@nwkansas.com

Tisha Cox - General Assignment
tcox@nwkansas.com

Jan Katz Ackerman, Area Reporter
ackermanjk@ruraltel.net

ADVERTISING _
Crystal Rucker - Advertising Sales/Director
crystalr@nwkansas.com

Jasmine Crotinger - Advertising Sales
jcrotinger@nwkansas.com

BUSINESS OFFICE
Lea Bandy - Circulation Manager
lea@nwkansas.com
Jeanette Applegate - Bookkeeping & Ad Building
japplegate@nwkansas.com
Evan Barnum - Systems Administrator

support@nwkansas.com

NOR'WEST PRESS
Jim Bowker - General Manager

Richard Westfahl, Lana Westfahl, Ron VanLoenen, Judy McKnight

THE COLBY FREE PRESS (USPS 120-920) is published every Monday, \Wednes-
day, Thursday and Friday, except the day observed for Memorial Day, Independence
Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day and New Year’s Day, by Haynes
Publishing Co., 155 W. Fifth, Colby, Kan., 67701.

PERIODICALS POSTAGE is paid at Colby, Kan. 67701, and at additional mailing
offices. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Colby Free Press, 155 W. Fifth,
Colby, Kan., 67701. THE BUSINESS OFFICE at 155 W. Fifth is open from 8 a.m. to
5:30 p.m. Monday to Friday, closed Saturday and Sunday. MEMBER OF THE ASSO-
CIATED PRESS, which is exclusively entitled to the use for publication of all news
credited to it or not otherwise herein. Member Kansas Press Association, Inland Press
Association and National Newspaper Association. SUBSCRIPTION RATES: In Colby
by carrier: 4 months $38, 8 months $53, 12 months $70. By mail with in Colby and the
nine-county region of Thomas, Sheridan, Decatur, Rawlins, Cheyenne, Sherman, Wallace,
Logan and Gove counties: 4 months $50, 8 months $62, 12 months $78 . Other Kansas
counties and surrounding states: 4 months $57, 8 months $67, 12 months $81. All
other states, $81, 12 months.

Nor’West Newspapers
Haynes Publishing Company

(785) 462-3963

5 FITTSBURGH
fosT-GpzERE

o

Y,

i,

DA A 7

b,
'l

Now the dog rules

Sitting in front of the computer totally mind-
lessabout what to writefor acolumn, the hound
doghowl of my 7-month old baby beaglegrabbed
my attention.

It'smomentslike that which makes me occa-
sionally question my sanity, but then the wet
touchof K atie' snoseagai nst my cheek makesme
aware of how much we love each other.

Katie'sagift tomy lifefrom God.

You see, | sworel’ d haveno children after the
ageof 25sothat I d still beyoung when my chil-
dren were grown. | missed the mark by only a
couple months, the younger of my two children
being born shortly after | turned 25.

And, now, almost 24 yearslater, empty-nested
and footloose and fancy free, | wanted apuppy.

Our family dog of 14 plus yearsdied and |
didn’t plan on having another pet. Being ableto
pick up and run onamoment’ snoticewassome-
thing very important to my husband and me.

WEell, that changed last October while watch-
ing anationally televised dog show.

Overthepasttwoyearssincelris death, we' ve
talked about what breed of dog we'd choose
should we purchase another one.

| like dauschands, having had parents who
owned a kennel full of them, and hubby likes
bigger dogs. Not agreeing onthe“walking, talk-
ing hot-dogs” asmy favoriteiscalled by hubby,
we agreed on abeagle.

Whileonaday trip to Hays about ayear-and-
ahalf ago, we saw a man from Colorado walk-
ing two beagle puppies at a gas station. | ap-
proached him and asked to see the puppies, and
learned he was a beagle breeder and was on his
way home from a dog show where his puppies
had won championships.

Inquisitive about the cost of buying oneof his
puppies, my hopesweredauntedwhen | learned
they each cost $700.

Forget that option!

Tomakealong story short, theman had given
me hisname and phone number, which | tucked
away insilent hopethat oneday I’downabeagle.

Youareprobably tellingyourself | saidearlier
| didn’t plan on owing another pet, but God had
different plansfor me.

Whilewatchingthedog show | ast October, that
desireto own apuppy resurfaced.

Havingowneddogsall my life,itisn't surpris-
ingto meKatieisnow part of it.

Well, back to my story about being careful
what one praysfor!

| had atalk with God after watching the show,

Jan Katz

(- ¥ Ackerman

e From Where
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and told him that “Hiswill be done,” and if he
wanted meto have apuppy thingswould work
out.

The next morning, | gave the Colorado
breeder acall and asked about a puppy.

While he wasn’'t home, his wife said she’'d
have him call me. Knowing the $700 was still
out of my pricerange, | told her I’ d haveto save
upthemoney, but | wasinterestedinowningone
of their puppies.

Before we hung up the phone, the woman
asked if I'd beinterested in adopting a beagle
puppy from Colorado Beagle Rescue, Inc.

Shetold mesheand her husband werevolun-
teerswithCBR, Inc. andthey hada12-week old
femal eto placeand she’ d have her husband call
meyet that day.

Without her knowledge, her husband had al-
ready made plansfor the puppy’sadoptionto a
couplein Wyoming.

However, as promised, he did call me back
and let me know the news that the puppy, then
named something other than K atie, washeaded
to Wyoming.

Despite there being no puppy to adopt at the
time, heasked if it would it be possiblefor him
tofurther interview me.

ColoradoBeagleRescue, Inc. hascertaincri-
teriafor adopting a puppy through the agency,
oneof whichisthat theadopting“ parent” must
agreeto havethe puppy spayed or neutered.

In addition, while the organization does not
charge for puppies, it does suggest a $110 do-
nation to cover boarding and veterinary costs
while keeping apup for adoption.

While the first two issues were no problem,
but not having afenced yard was.

After alengthy conversation, and my agree-
ment that a puppy was going to be ahouse dog
and only out on alease or cable for short peri-
odsof time, hesaid he' d submit our application
to CBRI for my husband and meto beapproved
as"“beagle parents.”

Remember now, | had prayed that God’ swill

be donein my acquiring apuppy.

About two hoursafter the breeder and | hung
up the phone, he called me asecond time.

Thistime, heasked if | wasstill interested in
apuppy becausethe couplefromWyoming hao
calledhimtwo minutesafter heand | talked say-
ing they decided to wait awhilefor a puppy.

Thenext day, wemadeatriptonorthern Colo-
rado and picked up Katie.

Itwasloveafirst sight, and thelittlelady has
not only stolen our hearts, she’staken over our
homeand lives.

One of the last commentsthe breeder’swife
saidtousaswewereleavingtheir driveway was,
“It won't take long and she'll have you well
trained.”

Was she ever correct.

Themostly black backed, long brown eared,
whitefaced andlegged, brownfreckled spotted
young lady has our entire schedule evolved
around her.

Katie's scheduleisnow our schedule.

Upat 6:30a.m., breakfast, out for awalk with
“Dad,” homefor anap under “Mom’s’ desk for
two hours, inand out all morning (except when
she’sontheroad “working” withMom), lunch,
nap in the sunin front of the patio door until 3
p.m., in and out some more, an afternoon walk
with Mom, supper, inand out somemore, anap
on Mom or Dad'slap until 8:30, and off to beg
for the night.

Not only havewe acquired K atie' sschedule,
we'’ve acquired a maze of toys to navigate
throughout the house.

I never letmy childrenleavetheirtoysall over
every room of the house; | wonder why I’'m al-
lowing Katietodoit?

Goeshack tomy initial comment, about ques-
tioning my sanity.

How comel’ veallowedthis15-inchtall crea-
turetoinvademy life?

How come I’ ve allowed her to totally con-
sume my waking moments?

It’ sbecause God recogni zed aneed andfilled
it.

Goeshack towhat my mother usedtosay, “ Be
careful what you pray for, youjust might getit.”

Indeed | did.

| got a15-inchtall creature completely filled
with the understanding of unconditional love!

JanKatzAckermanisareporter for theColby
Free Press. Her column appears Thursdays.
Email ackermanjk@ruraltel.net.

Federal judges influenced, too

Wheat could you do if you found out that the
judge hearing your case had taken an all-ex-
pense-paidvacationtothe ElkhornRanchinBig
Sky, Mont., with your adversary? Sadly, the
answer is“nothing.”

Even worse, it's not just a single judge who
hasaproblem. Sincethe1990s, over 230judges
— morethanone-quarter of thefederal judiciary
— have traveled to resort locations at the ex-
pense of private groups that have vested inter-
estsintheoutcomeof federal litigation. Pretend-
ingtoprovide“education” about complex |egal
i ssues, someof thenation’ sworst polluterswine
and dinefederal judgesat the SeaPines Planta-
tioninHiltonHead, theOmni Golf Resort & Spa
in Tucson and the Ritz-Carlton in Naples,
Florida.

Who foots their bills, which run as high as
$10,000 per judge?Anoutfitlike“ The Founda-
tion on Research and the Environment,” which
isinturnfunded by major oil and chemical com-
paniesincluding Texaco, Exxon, GE, Monsanto,
and Shell.

But the $10,000 gifts come at a price — the
judges must attend classes where they are sys-
tematically indoctrinated by these special inter-
est groupsinlobbying sessionsurging“ rejection
of top-down, command and control environ-
mentalism.”

Make no mistake. The Foundation on Re-
search and the Environment is not shelling out
$10,000 gifts to judges out of the kindness of
their hearts. They haveacarefully planned mis-
sion: toshapecourtroomverdictsfor their finan-
cial profit.

Judges are supposed to be above influence.

James C. Turner
Suzanne Mishkin
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They have a special duty to remain objective,
neutral and fair. Yet James Huffman, one of the
leaders of the Foundation on Research and the
Environment candidly admitsthey arepeddling
influence: “1f people feel strongly about ideas
and they want toinfluence someonein govern-
ment, they can — that’s the way the system
works.”

On the contrary, thisis not the way our sys-
temissupposedtowork. The Ethicsin Govern-
ment Act prohibits employees of all three
branches of government from accepting “ any-
thing of value” fromthosewhoseinterestsmay
be affected by their actions, and allows each
branchto establish specific rulesfor itself. The
ExecutiveBranchimposesstrict limitationson
gifts (no more than $20 in value), while Con-
gresshassimilar gift restrictions(no morethan
$50invalue). Infact, if cabinet membersor sena-
torsaccept alavish $10,000 vacation package,
they are breaking the law. Unfortunately, the
judicial branch placesnosuchlimitationonfed-
eral judges.

Instead, they resist all efforts to end the cor-
rupt junkets they enjoy. When Senator Patrick
Leahy (D-Vt.)introducedlegislationduringthe

last Congress banning judicial attendance at
private seminars, the judges asked him to wait
and “alow thejudiciary further opportunity tc
propose self-regulation on these important is-
sues.” Rather than curb their lavish perks, |ast
August the judges actually created a new gap-
ing loopholein therulesthat limit gifts, decid-
ingthat they can accept vacationgiftsand attend
lobbying sessionsaslong asthetopicisnot “ di-
rectly related” to a specific case they are cur-
rently hearing.

These unethical junkets feed agrowing dis-
trust of our justicesystem. By continuingto ac-
cept lavish gifts and vacations, our federal
judges are not acting as public servants dedi-
cated to integrity, but rather as a special privi-
leged classwhose favorsarefor sale.

Federal judgeshavemadeit clear that they are
unwilling to police themselves. Now itisup to
Congress to step in and restore some sense of
responsibility and impartiality. Senator L eahy
planstoreintroducelegislationstrictly limiting
privately fundedjudicial junketslater thisyear.

Thistimearound, wemust demand that Con-
gressput an endtothisextravagant and corrupt-
ing practice.
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JamesC. Turner and SuzanneM. Mishkinare
executive director and associate counsel, re-
spectively, with HALT — An Organi zation of
Americans for Legal Reform, a national non-
profit consumer advocacy group dedicated to
improvingaccountability andincreasing access
within the civil justice system. www.halt.org.
This column is distributed by
MinutemanMedia.org.



