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Ethanol plant enjoys $4 million exp

By Jan Katz Ackerman
Colby Free Press

CAMPUS— Oneyear after tak-
ing itsfirst load of grain, Western
PlainsEnergy ethanol plant hasex-
panded and will be ableto produce
40 milliongallonsof ethanol annu-
aly.

Ethanol isalcohol that has dena-
turant added to it. The ethanol pro-
duced at Western Plains Energy is
used asafuel additivefor oxygen-
ating purposes in fuel. Ethanol is
expectedtoeventually replace me-
thyl tertiary butyl ether, alsoknown
asMTBE, an additivethe Bush ad-
ministration denied usage in Cali-
forniain 2001.

Although not classified asacar-
cinogen, MTBE hasbeen shownto
cause cancer in animals and has
beenfoundinwell water, lakesand
streams. It'sphaseoutinCalifornia,
led builders of Western Plains En-
ergy to expect an added need of
ethanol acrossthe United States.

Mike Erhart, chief executive of -
ficer and general manager of West-
ern Plains, is excited about the
needsof theplant and itscontinued
expansion.

“Weareprobably ayear ahead of
schedule. Market opportunity ledus
to expand. We' ve added a 750,000
beerwell tank, athird cell to the
cooling tower, a centrifuge, and
changeover pumps and heat ex-
changers to handle the capacity,”
Erhart said | ast week.
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The $4 million dollar expansion
at Western PlainsEnergy will allow
itto continueitsgoal to competein
the national ethanol marketplace.

“It's made a tremendous, well,
there’snot too many placeslikethis
that’s got thistype of return on its

investment,” Erhart said.

Having sold sharesat $5,000 per
share in order to build the plant,
Erhart said stockholders have just
been delivered their second divi-
dend checks.

Erhart said Western Plains En-
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Atruck delivers a load of grain to the Western Plains Energy ethanol plant. The plant has grown since opening early last year.

ergy currently has 610 stockhold-
ers, and for thefirst 9-month oper-
ating period they were paid $700
per sharein dividends.

“That’s not bad when the plant
started operating on Jan. 19, 2004,”
hesaid. Makingthesituationbetter,

Colby council takes no action on street

By PATTY DECKER
Free Press Editor

A petition to pave about 450" of
street on East Ashwasnixed by the
Colby City Council duringitsmeet-
ing thisweek

Justin and Darlene Selley, who
own 51 percent of thefront footage
alongthat area, brought the petition
forward for approval.

Thetwo other owners, Brad and
Amy Wildeman and Ronand Dena
Hutfles with 49 percent, also at-
tended themeeting after reviewing
theresolution.

“All theownerswere notified of
the petition,” said Carolyn Arm-
strong, city manager, “ and the next
step isfor the council to determine
whether or notitisadvisabletopave
East Ash Street.”

After all three ownershad anop-
portunity to talk about their con-
cerns, thecouncil chose not to take
any action, which in turn stopped
everythingleavingtheareatheway
itisnow.

Armstrongexplainedtothecoun-
cil that the reason for the Selley’s
petition was prompted by their de-
cisionto build ahouse on the prop-

erty. However, before a house can
be built, there needs to be a street
andright now that particular portion
of East Ash is unpaved and unim-
proved.

When council queried about the
building code, Armstrong said the
code has been that way for many
years.

Thecoderequiresapavedsurface
so that emergency vehicles or fire
trucks can turn in the event those
servicesare needed, shesaid.

Recent exampl esincluded Woof -
ter Avenue, where the street dead
ends, but thereisacul -de-sac (turn-
around) or on DavisAvenuewhere
the two houses are located behind
Colby High School. In those par-
ticular cases, MikeWoofter, owner
of Woofter Construction, and Char-
lesDavis, land owner, both choseto
pay 100 percent for thosestreetsin
order to develop the areas.

In this particular situation, the
Selleys have two lots they said
could bedeveloped, but in order to
make use of the land they need the
Street.

Without thestreet, thelandisuse-
lessto the couple.
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Although both of the other land-
owners said they empathize with
the Selleys, they also said they
hoped the Selleys could see their
sideof itaswell.

Analternativesuggested by Brad
Wildeman was that the Selleys
build the house with the front fac-
ing to the north on Wal nut.

Wildeman also pointed out that
heand hisfamily werenot prepared
to pay an additional $100 amonth
onhisproperty forthenext 10years.

Ron Hutfles voiced similar
thoughts, adding that hetoo hasno
usefor the street and suggested the
Selleys reconsider building so the
house facesto the north.

“We aren’t trying to be un-
friendly,” Hutflessaid.

Justin Selley said building a
housewithfront tothenorthwould
not be practical for him. “It would
beimpractical having our driveway
tothenorth,” hesaid.

Another problem with building
thehousefacing northwouldbethat
the two possible lots for devel op-
ment would end up as only one
larger lot that way.

Selley said that the city told him

he could build andif hecan't build
onthe property — it'susel ess.

It'swould be adead end street,”
said Wildeman, adding that they
wouldn’t be using it and question-
ing why they would want it.

BothWildeman and Hutflesalso
saidthattheonly ownertogainfrom
the improvements would be the
Selleys.

Armstrong did suggest that the
Selleys pay for all the improve-
mentsthemselves.

The cost of the paved street was
estimated at $48,565 and the city
would do al thelabor.

Mayor Warren Hixson added that
thissituationwassomewhat differ-
ent than in the Copeland street im-
provement recently approved.

Inthat case, therewerenineprop-
erty ownersandfiveof themsigned
the petition with four owners who
either weren't ask to sign or didn’t
sign since theinitial five owners
totaled morethan 50 percent of the
property.

In this current scenario, two-
thirdsof thelandownersareagainst
the petition, Armstrong said, with
only one-third seeking approval.

Erhart said the company has ben-
efited from tax credits.

“We did capture a $3.5 million
dollar high performance incentive
program tax credit and we al so got
the $1.5 million dollar small pro-
ducerstax credit,” he said.

ansion

Both tax credits are offerec
through the state of Kansas.

Thenewly completed expansion
will boost the plant to 40 million
gallons of ethanol annually. The
total production of ethanol in the
Unites Statesin 2004 was about 3
billion gallons.

Production of distiller’s grains
for use as premium cattle feec
supplement in western Kansas
feedlotswill jJump also.

The expansion will allow the
plant to annually produce 275,000
tons of wet distiller grain, anc
125,000 tons of dry distiller grain.

A 15-millionbushel grainsupply
demandat Western PlainsEnergy i<
being met by producersin Kansas,
Nebraska, and Colorado.

InKansas, producersfrom Chey-
enne, Rawlins, Decatur, Norton,
Sherman, Thomas, Sheridan, Gra-
ham, Wallace, Logan, Gove and
Trego Counties are currently con-
tractedwithWestern PlainsEnergy
tosupply thegrain used to produce
the ethanol. That 12-county areais
62 percent irrigated and 38 percent
dryland.

A typical bushel of U.S. Number
Twocorntypically yields2.65 gal-
lons of undenatured fuel ethanal.
The output from these 12 counties
can generate over 245 million gal-
lonsof ethanol. Western PlainsEn-
ergy islocated at 3022 County Roac
18 and the telephone number i<
(785) 672-8810.

By Jan Katz Ackerman
Colby Free Press

Western PlainsEnergy took its
first delivery of grain on Jan. 19,
2004, and it took Dave Heier,
owner of Heier Farms and Feed-
lot, Quinter, 12 minutesto weigh
in, deliver thefirst 900 bushel sof
milo and depart from the plant.

Oncegrainwasunloaded at the
elevator, Mike Erhart, plant gen-
eral manager and chief executive
officer, visually inspected theen-
tireprocessof thegrainbeing car-
ried by conveyer belts to the
cleaning and grinding units.

The plant’slocation hinged on
several key components. Ethanol
plantsmust belocated near amain
railway, have railway switching
capabilities, have an uninter-
rupted source of power, be close
toanatural gaspipeline, havean
adequate supply of clean water
and haveaccesstokey highways.

Western Plains Energy occu-
pies about 20 acres of a 53-acre
area. Western Plains purchased
the rights to drill a water well 2
miles north of the plant site, and
plans include an option to pur-

Grain first arrived in 2004

chaseanadditional 137 acreseast
of the plant site. The two water
wellsonthistract would be used
for futureexpansion of theplant.

Hoxieresident Jeff Torluemke,
president and chairman of the
board, wasone of several people
who helped the plant become a
reality. When the plant opened,
Torluemke said 20 percent of
Western Plains Energy was
owned by people from South
Dakota.

He said people there invested
in the company because they
were"lookingfor,acompany this
far west where they could put
most of the distiller’s grain wet
and capturetheethanol marketin
thewestern United States.”

Other board members and
managers are Ben Dickman,
Grinnell, Brian Baalman, Menlo,
Ron Blaesi, Sharon Springs,
Gary Johnson, Oakley, Dave
VanderGriend, Colwich, David
Mann, Quinter, and Robert Cas-
per, Wichita.

Thecompany employs30 peo-
ple and anticipates this year’'s
payroll toberight at $1.4million.

Rexford man to face assault charges next week

By Jan Katz Ackerman
Colby Free Press

A Rexford manhasbeen charged
withthree countsof aggravated as-
sault of three law enforcement of -
ficersnearly two years ago.

Roger F. Wark, 49, has been
chargedin ThomasCounty District
Courtwithallegedly havingtriedto
“feloniously, willfully and inten-
tionally” threaten or attempt to do
bodily harm to three officers.

According to court documents,

Wark allegedly assaulted or struck
ThomasCounty Sheriff Deputy Jim
Engel, and Colby Police Officers
RonAlexander and Ray Schweitzer
with arifle or shotgun while on
duty.

All three officers, the complaint
says, were uniformed or properly
identified when the incident took
place.

On the evening of May 7, 2003,
officers from the Thomas County
Sheriff’s office and the joint Tho-

mas County and Colby Police De-
partment Special Response Team
werecalledtoWark’sresidence af -
ter receiving areport hewasthreat-
eningsuicideandfiringaguninside
hishome.

About 1 am. on May 8, Wark
confronted officerswithagun. The
officersfired back, striking andin-
juring Wark.

Wark was transported by ambu-
lanceto CitizensMedical Centerin
Colby, and was|ater transferred to

ahospital in Denver and has since
been released.

TheKansasBureau of Investiga-
tion assisted in an investigation
whichultimately led to chargesbe-
ing filed.

If convicted, and depending on
theoutcomeof apresentenceinves-
tigation, Wark facesfromjust under
3-yearsto almost 8-yearsin prison
and afine of up to $100,000.

Wark is scheduled to appear in
court at 9a.m. on March 9.
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of theKansas National Guard meetingin Colby on Friday and Saturday,

Heartland Share signup continues

Heartland Sharesignupiscontinuing through Friday at the State Farm
Insurance Office, 905 E. 4th, Col by, said Gene Griffin, oneof thecoordi-
nators. Thismonth’sdelivery isplannedfor Saturday, March 19, at 10:30
am., inthe Sacred Heart School gymnasium, 1150 W. 6th. For questions
about the program, call Griffin at 460-3579.

Students collect items for soldiers

Student Senate membersat Colby Community Collegeare collecting
items and or cash for U.S. soldiersin Iraq. Suggestions for donations
include snack itemssuch assunflower seeds, cookies, hard candy, tooth-
paste, toothbrush, deodorant, body | otion or powder, eyeglasslenscleaner;
board games; playing cards; DV D movies, music CDs; or money to buy
products. Donateditemsmay beleft at the CampusBookstoreor thedean
of students’ officelocated inthe Student Union beforeApril 1, 2005. For
information, call Skip Sharp, dean of students' services, (785) 462-3984.

Parade entries wanted for celebration
A celebrationisplannedin conjunction with the Enlisted Association

March 18-19, said L eilani Thomas, executivedirector of the Colby Con-
ventionand VisitorsBureau. Aspart of thecel ebration, shesaid, aparade
isbeing organized and entries are requested. The parade will begin at 2
p.m., Friday, March 18 from Fike Park to the National Guard Armory.
For those who would like to be part of the parade, call the Chamber of
Commerceor Convention and Visitors Bureau at 460-3401.

Colby district music concert next week

The Colby Public SchoolsMusic Department presents“Musicin Our
Schools,” thedistrict concert, at 7 p.m. Tuesday, March 15 at the Col by
Community Building. The concert will feature musicians from Colby

Grade, Middleand High Schools.

Judges needed for Forensics tourney

The Colby High School Forensics Tournament will be hosting their
home meet on Thursday, March 17 and judges are still needed for the
tournament. Training isavailable, said Nancy Rundel, head coach. Per-
sons interested in judging should call Rundel at 460-5300 or at

nrundel @colbyeagles.org
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