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HOXIE — Seasonably cool
weather hel pedraisethespiritsof
those attending the Sheridan
County Health Complex Winter
Fest earlier thisweek.

“Winter Fest isaway to pro-
videanevening of entertainment
for the residents so they can eat
with their family and aguest.

“It’s also for doctor recruit-
ment costs. It isfun with apur-
pose,” organizer Leanna Sloan
said.

Winter Fest took place at the
health complex from5p.m.to 7
p.m. Monday evening.

Residentsof thelong-termcare
facility and assistedliving center
weretreated toahomemadesoup
bar, homemade piesand live en-
tertainment.

Evening entertainment for the
Winter Festincluded areayouth,
5-year-old Mercedes K ennedy,
performing atap dance and Ho-
xieHigh School senior Karl Pratt,
who sang asolo.

Others performing included
Carol Kliewer, playing piano;
Huny Kim, playing violin; and
the professional belly-dancing
team called Dreamweavers,
which includes Jan McKee, Su-
san Bieker, Jackie Rose, Renee
Mullins, and Mindi Getz. Bieker
is activity director at the long-
termcarefacility and Roseissec-
retary and billing officer in the
business department.

Sloansaidtheeventwas*very
successful,” and 250 peoplewere

Sheridan County
holds Winter Fest

served ameal and dessert, which
included 60 pies which were do-
nated by staff and community mem-
bers.

“If you' d seen the smiles on the
facesof thoseelderly peopleyou’ d
have known they loved those pies
andthat entertainment,” Sloansaid.

Guestswho visited their friends
and loved oneswere asked to con-
tributeafreewill donation, with all
theproceedsgoingtoward Sheridan
County Health Complex’s doctor
recruitment effort.

The facility has been without a
full-time, on-site physician since
last fall.

L ocal physician John Rand Neu-
enschwander, M.D., alongwith Dr.
Brewster Kellogg, Colby, Nurse
Practitioner Kaylee Watkins, and
temporary doctors from Olathe-
based DocsWho Careareservicing
the complex.

Negotiations between the com-
plex trustees and Dr. Margarite
Hammeke, Fort Worth, Texas con-
tinue.

Hammekewasoffered acontract
to practice medicine in Sheridan
County and hasbeenintheareaon
more than one occasion looking at
thefacility, thetown, and surround-
ing area.

Inaddition, thedoctor’shusband,
Paul, is on the list of people to be
interviewed for the administrator
job. Interim administrator Jim
Turnbull replaced Kyle Hahn late
last month when he | eft to become
administrator at Logan County
Hospital and L ogan County Manor
in Oakley.

JAN KATZ ACKERMANY/Colby Free Press

Mercedes Kennedy, 5, daughter of Brad and Amy Kennedy, per-
formed adanceroutine “Barbie Girl” for residents and their guests
as part of the Sheridan County Health Complex Winter Fest

Monday evening in Hoxie.

State Wrap

Sebeliushigher ed proposals

under attack in house

TOPEKA (AP)— Gov.Kathleen
Sebelius’ proposals to increase
higher education spending are un-
der attack as some House Republi-
canshuntfor dollarstodiverttoel-
ementary and secondary schools.

House GOPleadershopetoboost
aid to K-12 programs— and meet
a Kansas Supreme Court mandate
— without raising taxes. House
Speaker DougMays, of Topeka, has
said heandfellow Republicansex-
pecttotrim$100millionfromparts
of Sebelius’ proposed budget to
provide new dollars for public
schools.

A House Appropriations sub-
committee proposed deleting $10
million of the $23 millionincrease
that Sebeliusisseeking for univer-
sities, community collegesand vo-
cational-technical colleges. Thefull
committee backed away Monday,
voting to postpone any decision
until legislatorswrap up their bud-
getwork inlateApril or early May.

SomeRepublicansarguedthat K -
12 spending should be the
Legislature's highest priority. The
Supreme Court gave legislators
until April 12 to add to the current
$2.7hillioninaidto publicschools
and distribute the money more
fairly.

L ocal media cooper ated

with policeon BTK case

WICHITA (AP) — When the
BTK serial killer emerged after
more than two decades of silence,
hedidsowithalettertoTheWichita
Eagle, placing thenewspaper inthe
delicate position of deciding what
to tell police— and what to tell its
readers.

The letter was certainly news-
worthy: Not only did it mark the
return of akiller who terrorized
Wichitathroughout the 1970s, but
italsoincluded acopy of adriver's
license belonging to a Wichita
woman whose death police hadn’t
previously linked to BTK. Detec-
tives asked the newspaper to with-
hold the victim’s license — some-

thing The Eagle refused to do.

But the newspaper did withhold
from the public, at the request of
police, some other information in-
cluded in that letter, which arrived
last March.

The two television stations that
received subsequent communica-
tionsfromthekiller also held back
some details.

Andthat hasleft somewondering
whether policemight havearrested
Dennis Rader, the Park City man
charged with 10 counts of first-de-
gree murder in killings blamed on
BTK, soonerif thepublichadall the
facts.

Among them is Bob Beattie, a
Wichita attorney and author of an
upcoming book on the BTK kill-
ings.

Since Rader’s arrest last month,
he has compared some of the BTK
lettersto paperswrittenby Raderin
hiscapacity asacomplianceofficer
in Park City.

Rader’spaperscontained similar,
if notidentical, spelling and gram-
matical errorsasthosecontainedin
BTK’swritings, Beattie said.

Board of Education to hold

hearingsover evolution

TOPEKA (AP) — Eighty years
after the Scopes Monkey Trial,
StateBoard of Educationmembers
plan to hear arguments over whe-
ther they should add criticism of
evolutionto Kansas' science stan-
dards.

The board’s subcommittee on
science standards agreed Monday
tohavesix daysof hearingsinMay
in Topeka.

The subcommittee, concerned
that the hearings might be com-
paredtothe1925trial of highschool
science teacher John Scopes in
Dayton, Tenn., saidthey aren’ t put-
ting evolution ontrial. Scopeswas
convicted of giving lessons on the
theory.

“That wasatria, these are hear-
ings,” said Board Chairman Steve
Abrams, of Arkansas City. “| hope
wehaveagreater understanding of
each other’spositions.”
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The subcommittee membersare
Abrams, Kathy Martin, of Clay
Center, and Connie Morris, of St.
Francis, al Republicans, and half of
six conservatives holding amajor-
ity on the 10-member board.

L ater thisyear, theboard expects
to consider changesin the science
standards, which currently describe
evolution asakey concept for stu-
dentstolearn.

The three board memberstenta-
tively set their hearingsfor May 5-
7 and 12-14, with the exact times
and placetobedetermined. During
the hearings, only scientists will
testify, accordingtothesubcommit-
tee.

The scientists will include ex-
perts on evolution and proponents
of other ideas about the origins of
life.

State wants

feds

to take slain sheriff case

EUREKA (AP)—Thestatewill
stepasidefrom prosecutingtheman
accused of killing the Greenwood
County sheriff if federal prosecu-
tors can seek the death penalty
against him, KansasAttorney Gen-
eral Phill Klinereiterated thisweek-
end.

Kline and U.S. Attorney Eric
Melgren both attended a weekend
town meeting in Eureka as about
100 people gathered to discussthe
county’s problems with metham-
phetamine.

Sheriff Matt Samuels was shot
andkilled Jan. 19 whileattempting
to serve asearch warrant on asus-
pected methlab. Scott Cheever, 23,
whosemother sayshehasstruggled
with addiction to meth since he
graduated from high school, is
charged with capital murder and
other charges, including manufac-
turing theillegal drug.

KlinesaidinJanuary that federal
prosecutors want to charge Chee-
ver, potentially removingtheuncer-
tainty of whether astatejury could
sentence himto deathif convicted.

A recent Kansas Supreme Court
ruling striking down the state’s
death penalty law as unconstitu-
tional makes it possible a convic-
tionin state court might not yield a
death sentence. Klineis appealing
that decision to the U.S. Supreme
Court.

“If | donotwinthat appeal, Kan-
sasdoesnot havethedeath penalty
... and Mr. Cheever could not face
death,” Kline said at Saturday’s

meeting. Melgren said a federal
grandjury isconsidering the Chee-
ver case, andthat if it returnsanin-
dictment hewill ask U.S. Attorney
General AlbertoGonzaleztolethim
seek the death penalty.

KlinesaidheandMelgrenwill gc
toWashington and present thefacts
of thecaseto acommitteein theat-
torney general’soffice.

“Our commitment ... isto get the
most severe penalty under the law
tosendastrong message: Wedo not
tolerate those who would take the
livesof thosewho aretryingtopro-
tect us,” Klinesaid.

People attending Saturday’s
meeting complained about continu-
ing problems with methamphet-
amineproduction. DebraCrisswell,
county coordinator of Services Of-
fering Safety, said meth abuse was
involved in 105 of the 107 domes-
tic violence cases she hashandled.

Thenew sheriff, Mark Kenneson,
aformer state trooper, said his de-
partment recently broke up ameth
lab just a block from the sheriff’s
office. Farmer Kenneth Thomas,
who livesjust outside the county,
saidthat inthelast few monthsdrug
dealerstoreup hisfencing and shot
two horses in a neighbor’s barn-
yard.

“It’'sall related to the same peo-
ple,” Thomassaid. “Weknow who
all the people are and we know
where they’re living. We've got &
major problem if they arrest some-
body andtaketheminandthenthey
get back out.”

How to contact our reporters:
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pdecker@nwkansas.com
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tcox@nwkansas.com
(785) 462-3963
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ackermanjk@ruraltel.net
(785) 675-2155
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