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‘Sunshine Week’
Important to us all

Thisis SunshineWeek, dedicated to open government.

It'sanew national celebration, devotedtotheideathat thepeople
need to know what their public servants are doing.

In a democracy, that
shouldbeasimpleconcept.

In Kansas, it drew sup-
portfromthegovernor, leg-
islative leaders, the attor-
ney general and members
of Congress. And it comes
just acoupleof weeksafter
the attorney general met
privately with members of
the state Board of Educa-
tiontotalk about evolution.

Thatillustratestheprob-
lem: Often, officials are
afraid to discuss public
business out in the open. They may seek political advantage, or
they’ re embarrassed by the topic. Sometimes they claim they’re
protecting someone’s privacy, or avoiding alawsuit.

Stateopen meetingsand openrecordlawshaveexceptionsto cover
legitimate problems, but the reasons for secrecy often go beyond
those. Officials sometimes don't understand the people’'sright to
know, or they just don’t care.

Kansas has good laws, but still officialstry to dodge them when
they think openness will hurt them. Sometimes, they keep secrets
just becausethey can. Clerksoften put roadblocksintheway of citi-
zens seeking government records, though thelaw may say they are
open.

Ignorance of thisright may beitsworst enemy. Often people go
home without the information they need or want about their gov-
ernment.

In acontinuing push for openness, the Kansas PressAssociation
hasformedacoalitionto put opengovernmentintothestate Consti-
tution, protecting the right to know for all time and publicizing its
importance.

This drew broad support in Topeka, everywhere from the
governor’sofficetothe Democratic and Republicanleadership, both
liberal and conservative. The coalition has been hampered by the
evolution meetings, however, and the amendment hasn’t moved
much.

Federal law ismuch weaker than states'. While Congress gener-
ally meetsin open session, federal agencies cling to secrecy. Citi-
zens may spend years and thousands of dollars chasing public
records.

InWashington, Sen. John Cornyn, aTexasconservative, and Sen.
Patrick Leahey, aVermont liberal, havejoinedforcestopushastron-
ger Freedom of InformationAct. It would restore much of what citi-
zenshavelost in recent years, though the secrecy surrounding the
Patriot Act remains aproblem.

Sen. Cornyn, aformer state attorney general, said it well Thurs-

day

can't think of an issue that’s more central to who we are than

open government. We are a self-governing people.”

Open government is the bedrock of our democracy, he said; “It
allowstaxpayersto see wheretheir money isgoing.”

Amentothat.

And happy Sunshine Week.

— Steve Haynes
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N1 CEEMS GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES WAVE BEEN RACKING LY €400
CELL PHoNE BILLS DISCUSOQING WowW To CUT GoVERNMENT ¢osr1g.”

to{ It’s all about openness

| hope you all had a chanceto read the boss’

editorial on this pagetoday. It dealswith anis-
suethat needsdealingwith— opengovernment.
No reason whatsoever to continue to dodge the
issue, asis many timesthe case. Guessit'sjust
human nature to do so, but that practiceisn’'tin
thebestinterest of thosebeing placedinpositions
to conduct the public’sbusiness. The key words
here* public’sbusiness.” Themoreweletthesun
shineinontheseproceedingsthebetter. Andwhat
better timethan SunshineWeek thisweek todraw
attention to that need? Open the doors, openthe
windows, rip off theroofs— dowhatever isnec-
essary to assure that open government prevails.
For fear of repetition | will now step aside and
inviteyoutoreadtoday’seditorial (if youhaven't
aready doneso). Wrist bandsarebeing givento
councilmenand commissionersto proclaimtheir
support

Thursday provides a unique opportunity for
the community to listen to one of its own talk
about atopic that affectsusall. And who better
to address this opportunity than the director of
theorganizationmakingit all possible?Withthat
al said, | now turnthispart of my column over
to Cathy Gordon at Colby Community College.

To All Readers of the Colby Free Press:

| would like to take this opportunity to invite
everyoneto the Dr. Mark Hansen lecture, “ The
2004 presidential el ection: whereweare, how we
got there, and what it means,” sponsored by the
Max Pickerill Lecture Seriesat Colby Commu-
nity College.

In his presentation Thursday evening Dr.
Hansen, Chair of the Social Sciences Division
and Professor of Political Scienceat theUniver-
sity of Chicago, will provideinsightintothecur-
rent political climate and why recent presiden-
tial electionshavebeenso close. Hewill explore
someof thekey i ssuesthat have becomehot but-
tontopicsand how both partieshavetried to use

School Funding

The past three weeks were spent touring the
40th Senate District with six different House of
Representative members. Themaintopic of in-
terest was about funding of our schools and
making surewe approved amulti-year funding
plan. Both plansaddressat-risk, bilingual, and
special education funding which were areas of
concern listed by the Kansas Supreme Court.
This past week Senate leadership appointed a
special committeetoidentify sourcesof revenue
tofundthesecond and third years. | realizethat
either funding package only helps cut lossesto
most districts. I’'m hearing of new interests of
gambling to help fund schools. Thiswouldbea
mistake.

Consolidation

TheSenateFedera and StateAffairsCommit-
tee began hearings on a bill regarding city and
county consolidationand another aimed specifi-
cally at consolidation of Topeka and Shawnee
County. SB 262, The Efficiency in Local Gov-
ernment Act, would allow the county commis-
sionersand governing body of acity tocreatea
reorganization study committeeto prepareaplan
toaddressreorganization of thecity and county.

HB 2083 would establishafive-member Con-
solidation Commissionfor Topekaand Shawnee
county. Thebhill callsfor avoteof approval from
thoseliving insidethecity of Topekaand those
individualslivingoutsidethecity limits. Thebill
callsfor the Governor, President and Minority
L eader of the Senate, Speaker and Minority
L eader of the House to each appoint amember
to the commission. Thisbill reminds me of the

Tom Dreiling

themfor political gain. Butthereal cuttingques-
tion of the night will be where do we go from
here?

Mark Hansen is a graduate of Colby High
School and his parents (many of you know),
John and Joyce Hansen still livein Colby. He
went ontostudy at theUniversity of Kansasand
receivedhisPh.D.fromYaeUniversityin1987.

He has authored numerous articles and two
political science books, Mobilization, Partici-
pation and Democracy in America(1993) with
Steven Rosenstone and Gaining Access: Con-
gressand the Farm L obby, 1919-1981 (1991).

Dr. Hansen is one of our country’s leading
scholars on elections and the el ection process.
Hewasappointed asthecoordinator of the Task
Force on the Federal Election System for the
National Commission on Election Reform,
which was co-chaired by former Presidents
Gerald Ford and Jimmy Carter after the close
electionin 2000.

| hope you will al come out to the Cultural
Arts Center on the Colby Community College
campusat 7:30 p.m. on Thursday. The college
is hosting areception for Dr. Hansen and his
family immediately following thelecture.

Cathy Gordon, Director
Max Pickerill Lecture Series
Colby Community College
(Letter #14)

Reportersinterviewingal04year-oldwoman
asked, “Andwhat do you think isthe best thing

Ralph
Ostmeyer

®Senate
Snapshot

consolidation effortsof Wyandotte County and
Kansas City, when the Governor appointed the
fivemembersof the Consolidation Committee.
Thereisaneffort tocombinebothbillsintoone
bill and then passout of committee. | don’t have
alot of problemswith HB 2083, but SB 262
needs somework before | would support it.

Senateand theMilitary

The Senate dedicated aday of debateto bills
involving the armed forces. After little debate
the Senate passed a bill to provide a $250,000
death benefittomembersof theK ansasNational
Guard killed whilein a combat zone. Another
bill would enable an individual who has been
activated for military service to return to the
healthinsurancethat personhad priortoactiva-
tion. Another bill would prevent apayday loan
lender from garnishing the wages of amember
of themilitary. In addition, the Senate passed a
bill that would exempt from motor vehicle tax
certainfull-timemilitary residentsabsent from
the state because of military orders.

Department of Wildlifeand Parks

Senate Bill 87 islurking below theline. The
measure would provide funding to the Kansas

about being 1047’
Shesimply replied, “No peer pressure.”

How about thisone?

An elderly woman from New York decidec
toprepareher will. Shetold her lawyer shehad
twofinal requests. First, shewanted to be cre-
mated, and second, shewanted her ashes scat-
tered over Wal-Mart.

“Wal-Mart!” The lawyer exclaimed, “Why
Wal-Mart?’

“Then I'll be sure my daughters visit me
twiceaweek.”

Don't you sometimes get just a bit tired of
hearing the old phrase, “We gottatake care of
thekidsandthegrandkids’ asweplot and plan
the future of this great nation. It's always the
“kidsand the grandkids.”

Got news for you: they’ Il make their way
through life just like we are doing. | think we
spend way too much time and effort trying to
dowhat wethink will benefit our children anc
grandchildren. That’stomorrow, we aretoday
and today iswhat counts. L et our children anc
our grandchildren pick up whereweleave off.
After all | think we picked up wherethose be-
foreusleft off. Right? So, what'sthebig deal 7
And who isto say whatever we do today will
leave a better tomorrow for our children anc
grandchildren?

We aren’t going to be around to know, just
likethose beforeusaren't around to seeif that
wastheir case.

Whatever thecase, it’stimeto closeshop anc
wishyoua...

...Good Evening!
*kkk*x
TomDreiling ispublisher of the Colby Free
Press. His column appears Wednesdays and
Fridays. Email td@nwkansas.com.

School funding main topic

Department of Wildlifeand Parksaswell aslo-
cal parks. The bill, as amended by committee,
would add a $4.00 annual outdoor recreation
registration fee to be paid at the time of motor
vehicleregistrationor renewal. Thewildlifeand
parks department would receive 80 percent of
the fee; 20 percent would go to the L ocal Gov-
ernment Outdoor Recreation Grant Program
Fund. Themeasurewould generate $8.7 million
for stateandlocal parks. Part of current funding
for theKansasDepartment of Wildlifeand Parks
isgenerated through user fees coll ected at state
parksentrances. Passing thismeasure removes
entrancefeesfor vehicleswith Kansastags. The
original bill set a$5.00 fee and allowed for &
refund. The amended bill reduced the fee to
$4.00 and removed the refund option.

Microbreweriesand Farm Wineries

TheSenateFedera and StateAffairsCommit-
tee conducted hearings on abill that would al-
low microbreweriestoapply for apackagingand
warehouse license.

In addition, the committee conducted hear-
ingsonabill that wouldallow Kansasfarmwin-
eriestooffer off-sitesampl es, increasethenum-
ber of outlets, and increase the production cap
from 50,000 to 250,000 gallons.

*kkk*x

Pleasefeel freeto contact meatanytime. | can
be reached by writing to Senator Ralph
Ostmeyer, State Capitol, 300 SW 10th Street,
Room 128-S, Topeka, Kansas, 66612, or call
(785) 296-7399. My e-mail address is
ostmeyer @senate.state.ks.us. Please let me
know if youwould liketo be on my mailing list.

Doonesbury
® Gary Trudeau
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