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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston

SHe AN MICHAEL ARE
GONNA MOVE 10 THE
APARTMENT UPBTAIRS

'CAVSE THEY NEED
MORE ROOM.

Hl, SWEETHEART. DID YOU
HAVE A NICE VISIT?

YEAH. DEANNA DROVE
ME HOME.. =

1 GUESS I'LL
PARK IT HERE FOR
TONIGHT
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www.garfield.com

sal Press Syndicale

WOULD YOU
MINPEHOOKING

THEY'RE GONNA PUT
MEREDITH IN DAYCARE
CAUSE HER SITTER'S
HAVING ANOTHER BABY
SOON- AND BESIDES ...
-5 SHE'S READY!
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AN HE SMILES
AND CAN
RECOGNIZE
\ FACES|
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Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne

V" Lucky eppie Youle cooxep coor Y BuT Tis
15 ;'HE
BEST

5LOP AND YOUVE COOKED BAP SLOP.. ,
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SLOP
YOUNE EVER
COOKED J/

B akeyone
NEEPS A
CONPLINENT
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Blondie ® Chic Young

Crossword
ACROSS 38 Mound 3 Avoid
1 Desire stat 4 Laughing
5 Barbie’s 39 Ovine pack
ex comment 5 Madeline
8 Karate 40 Savory and Gus
school jelly 6 Egress

12 Wan 43 Person- 7 PBS

13 Paul nel Dept. benefac-
Bunyan actions tor
prop 47 Intensify 8 Scarcity

14 Carbon 49 Caffeine- 9 Aware of
com- rich nut 10 Revela-
pound 50 Square tion writer

15 Turn 51 Marry 11 Moistur-
on a 52 Works izer
pivot with name

16 Long- 53 Disarray 17 KFC
fellow 54 Chowder- piece
subject head 19 Com-

18 League 55 Wit- motion
champi- nesses 22 Intention
onship 23 “Hum-

20 O. DOWN bug!”
Henry’s 1 Nasty 24 Whatever
specialty stinger amount

21 Bill- 2 Capri, 25 Despon-
boards e.g. dent

22 Colony
dweller Solution time: 21 mins.

23 Low AlTlo
voice L[A]v

26 Snobbish [P|L|E

30 Literary  [SICIR
collection S

31 Comic NI
DelLuise [s[n[U

32 Sapporo ]
sash AlS[T

33 Fireplug [M[AM

36 Leonard : \é E
Marx

26 Stolen
27 Polloi
preceder
28 Regis
and
Kelly’s
network
29 Uncle
(Sp.)
31 “CSI”
evidence
34 Holds
the
scepter
35 St. Louis
attraction
36 Ford or
Lincoln
37 17-
syllable
verses
39 Con-
stricts
40 Attention
getter
41 Golfer
Balles-
teros
42 Slapstick
arsenal
43 Doctor’s
revenue
44 Winning
margin,
maybe
45 Merri-
ment
46 Back
talk
48 Airline
initials
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ARE YOUNERVOUS YES! THAT
ABOUT MAKING GROUP LOOKS
YOUR PROPOSAL., LIKE A BUNCH

OF SHARKS
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UT FORTUNATELY,

B
EXACTLY HOW

T My BOY, IKNOW

WILL BE PRESENTED BY
DAGWOOD BUMSTEAD |

('WW/

THE J.C. DITHERS Przoposm.j

TO HANODLE

www.Blondie.com

Beetle Bailey ® Mort Walker

WANT TO GO HIE THEE FROM
OUT TONIGHT, MY SIGHT, YOU
' sBRIGAND! GO,
AND DARKEN
MY DOOR
NO MORE !

SHE'S IN THE
MIDDLE OF A
CLASSIC

[ You GoT

CONGRATULATIONS, |
ENGAGED 2!

MARCIE! WE'LL HAVE
TO THROW YOU

Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

— ;
HOW WAS WORK
TODAYZ 12

TERRIFIC NEWS!
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Cryptoquip
Z IDHQZEM VGHV H LBYXX

NMVSMME H LHEEYE HEK
H NMRR SYIRK NM KINNMK

“VGM NYYDMBHEQ.”
Yesterday's Cryptoquip: ONE OF MY

COMPUTER KEYS APPEARS TO BE STICKING,

BUTICAN'T PUT MY FINGER ONTT,

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: N equals B

GREAT! WE GOT SOME | YOU 60T A RAISE®

THAT
ME ON MY
T\ A

&
§

WHAT2 DONT
YOU GUYS HAVE
PARTIES HEREZ
T § HAVE TO
EXCUSE
US, JEFF.
WE'RE STILL
ADJUSTING

"MARCIE"2 YOU AND YOU SAY

MEAN PEPPERMINT | vou ALWA¢S

MARCIE’'S PATTY’S FRIENDZ / | |STEN WHEN
GETTING

MARRIED!
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EB XG W.X. CXRFCXWW

AZL NXR X TGXIT BLZ

RTFIJNEGD AEJIQZFR, ER

NF XG XZIBQW OLODFZ?
Yesterday's Cryptoquip: [ IMAGINE THAT A

CROSS BETWEEN A CANNON AND A BELL

WOULD BE DUBBED “THE BOOMERANG.”

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: X equals A

ACROSS
1 Pos-
sesses
4 Orches-
tra’s
place
7 Fruit part
8 Tea
variety
10 Cha-cha’s
cousin
11 Squirrel's
stash
13 “Back at
One”
singer
16 Succor
17 Estimate
18 401(k)
alterna-
tive
19 Pan-
handles
20 From
square
one
21 Terkel or
Lonigan
23 All better
25 Stop up
26 “— and
Circum-
stance”
27 Acknowl-
edge
applause

28 Geta DOWN
grip? 1 Like

30 Mr. mid-
Rogers’ August
neighbor- 2 Actress
hood? Jessica

33 “On and 3 Free-
On” loaded
singer 4 Bushel

36 Place for quarters
an ace? 5 Religious

37 Pass images
along (var.)

38 Super- 6 Aaron’s
man com- daughter
parison 7 —

39 Son of -mutuel
Aphrodite betting
40 Botch 8 Walks the
up floor

41 Clinton’s 9 Motor
instru- 10 Biz
ment deg.

12 Vestige

Solution time: 21 mins.
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Yesterday’s answer

2 3 4 5 6

r1

14 Oktober-
fest
crockery

15 Spotted,
to Tweety

19 Imperfec-
tion

20 Dadaist
pioneer

21 Casino
tempta-
tion

22 Hotel
guests’
needs

23 Barber-
shop item

24 Diamond
experts?

25 Eye
network

26 “What's
My Line?”
group

28 Merriment

29 Crowbar

30 Jacob’s
ladder,
e.g.

31 Feathery
stoles

32 Mole,
maybe

34 Rose or
Rozelle

35 Antitoxins
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Family Circus =« Bill Keane

Bridge

West dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

NORTH
dK QJ
¥33
®*AQIJ104
1072
WEST EAST
@® 632 ®» 104
YAJIJOIOT7S5 ¥YQ642
*Ko652 * 7
o* 4 *K QJIB86S5
SOUTH
®wA9RT75
YK 10
® 983
A 93
The bidding:
West North East South
Pass 1 & Pass 1 o
Pass 2 Pass 4 &

Opening lead — four of clubs.

Technician at Work

A player who, hand after hand, giveshimself the
best possible chanceto make hiscontract isknown
inbridgecirclesasatechnician. Thetechnicianal-
waysplayshiscardsintheright order andinaccor-
dancewiththepercentagestogivehimself themaxi-
mum chancefor success.

Consider thiscasefromadistrict final of the2005
North American Open Pairs. North-South bid ag-
gressively toreach atouch-and-go four-spade con-
tract that depended essentially onadiamondfinesse.

West led hissingleton club, taken by South with
the ace. Most declarers then drew three rounds of
trumps, overtaking the third round with the ace &f -
ter the trumpsdivided 3-2.

Next camethenineof diamonds, whichheld, and
another diamondtotheten. When East showed out,
Southwasintrouble. Therewasnoway toreturnto
his hand to repeat the diamond finesse, so these
declarerstriedleadingaheart totheking. West won
andled aheart to East’ squeen, and East cashed two
clubsto defeat the contract.

The declarers who failed were naturally disap-
pointed by the result. Once the nine of diamonds
held, they no doubt thought they weregoingto score
at least 11 tricks— 12 if East had the ace of hearts.

At two of thetables, though, the declarersfound
away toimproveontheir chancesif the cardswere
divided asthey were. Inthesetwo cases, thetechni-
ciansably demonstrated their craft.

After taking thefirst club, the successful declar-
ersled adiamond to theten at trick two. Thenthey
playedtheK-Q-Jof trumps, overtakingwiththeace.
Thenineof diamonds, followed by adiamondtothe
jack, now allowed declarer to score five diamond
tricksand finishwith 11 tricksinall.

East dealer.
East-West vulnerable.

NORTH
» A QS8
YAQIS5
® 752
oK Jo6
WEST EAST
®»J76 @® 9543
Y987 Y1032
® A 1063 ® 84
.0 105 SO 842
SOUTH
K 102
YK 64
®*KQJO
oA 73
The bidding:
East South West North
Pass 1 NT Pass 6 NT
Opening lead — nine of hearts.
TheArt of Good Defense

Let's say you're West, defending against six
notrump. Youlead aheart, and when dummy comes
down, there are several conclusionsyou can reach
about the unseen hands.

Assuming that South plays 16- to 18-point
notrumps, you cantell right away that your partner
hasahandyouwouldn’t wishonyour worst enemy.
Your seven points, addedtodummy’s17 and South’s
16, tell youthat Eastispointless, sincethereareonly
40 pointsin the deck.

Translating declarer’ spointsintotricks, you can
count 11 of them — three spades, four hearts, two
diamonds and two clubs. You are also painfully
aware that South can acquire his slam-going trick
in clubssimply by finessing dummy’sjack.

Your only real chance of stopping the lamisto
try to talk South out of taking the club finesse by
diverting his attention elsewhere. Accordingly,
when hewinsthe heart lead in dummy and playsa
diamond to the queen, you play thethree. When he
next re-entersdummy with aspadeand playsadia-
mond to the king, you follow low again!

South is now practically certain to return tc
dummy and lead athird round of diamonds, since
heis sureto think that East has the ace. He is not
likely to take aclub finesse at this stage, sincelos-
ing the finesse would mean losing the lam. When
he does lead the third diamond from dummy, you
scoretheA-10, and the slam goes down one.

Observewhat happensif youwinthefirst or sec-
onddiamond lead. Declarer | ater discoversthat the
diamondsaredivided 4-2 and hashoalternativebut
tohopeyou havethequeen of clubs. Whenyouturn
up withit, he breezeshomewith theslam.

Tomorrow: Hindsight versusforesight.
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“A lot of the poems Mommy likes

don’t even rhyme!”
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“You’re right! | found the remote in

the very last place | looked.”




