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nique and progressed to breaking a board.

Karen Higerd practiced her kicks during an adult board breaking workshop at Zejda’s American
Taekwando Association at Southwind Plazain Colby. People had the chance to learn basic tech-
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School bus driver aids
In Maryland man’s arrest

Jan Katz Ackerman
Colby Free Press

A busdriverfortheColby School
District helped authoritieson Tues-
day morningwiththeapprehension
of aMaryland manwho, according
to Thomas County jail records, is
wanted for attempted second de-
greerape and two sex offenses.

AlanWade, transportationdirec-
tor for theCol by school district, said
driver Jerry Dean contacted him
about 7:15a.m. and advisedhimhe
thought he had | ocated the man au-
thorities were hunting throughout
the night Monday.

“1 got acall from the police de-
partment about 6:45a.m. yesterday,
asking that we watch for this guy
they’ dbeenhuntingMonday night.

“About 7:15 am.., Jerry Dean
callsmeand says, ‘| think we have
our suspect.’

“Jerry said theguy ranto afield,
then ran back to the road near a
house.

“1 tried to call the homeowners,
but sure enough they were on the
phone.

“| told Jerry just to observe the

man, and | called the police back
andletthemknow wethought we' d
found the guy,” Wade said.

OfficersfromtheThomasCoun-
ty Sheriff’sOfficeand Colby Police
Department responded and Tehron
R. George, 26, Landover, Md., sur-
rendered without incident.

Wadesaidtherewerenochildren
onthebusat thetimeof theincident.

Thehunt for GeorgestartedMon-
day night about 11 p.m. when au-
thorities in Thomas County were
advised of avehicle pursuit by au-
thoritiesin GoveCounty whichhad
entered Thomas County.

Thomas County Sheriff Mike
Baughn said the pursued vehicle
|eft theroadway approximately two
mileswest Oakley’sinterchangeon
Interstate 70 and the driver fled on
foot.

“UnitsfromtheThomasCounty
Sheriff’s Office, Colby Police De-
partment, Gove County Sheriff’s
Office, Logan County Sheriff’s
Office, Oakley Police Department
and Kansas Highway Patrol re-
sponded to the area.

Kansas Highway Patrol aircraft

also responded to assist with the
search,” Baughn said.

Pending charges against George
in Gove County include fleeing or
attemptingtofleeofficers, resisting
arrest, recklessdriving, leavingthe
sceneof anaccident, exceedingthe
maximum speed limit, criminal
damage to property, and driving
while on asuspended license.

Gove County Sheriff Allen We-
ber said thismorning since George
hit a bridge guard rail in Thomas
County during the pursuit by Gove
County authorities, charges were
filed through Gove County.

Weber said George appeared be-
foreDistrict Magistrate Judge Bar-
baraWerner and signed extradition
papersandwill bereturnedtoMary-
landwithinthenext 10days. Weber
said George is now in the Thomas
County jail.

Wadesaid Deanisexperiencedin
law enforcement procedures, hav-
ing been an officer for many years,
including Colby Chief of Police at
onetime.

“ Jerry Dean is a hero,” Weber

Heart equipment gets check up

By Tisha Cox

Colby Free Press

The defibrillators belonging to
the Thomas County Emergency
Medical Serviceswill be getting
yearly checkups, thankstoaservice
agreement approved Monday’s
county meeting.

The commissioners approved a
one-year $4,100 technical support
service agreement with Medtronic
out of Pueblo, Colo. toinspect and
calibrate the four defibrillatorsin
the county’sambulances.

Trey Franzoy, with Medtronic,
saidtheserviceagreementincludes
theyearly inspectionand alsotakes
care of ordering batteries for the
units as well as repair and loaner
unitsif necessary.

Martin Rinehart, with the coun-

ty’s emergency medical services,
said Franzoy calibrated one of the
units already and found it was di-
aled slightly higher than needed.

Thecommissionersfound out the
units had gone seven years since
theirlast calibration sincepurchase
andtherewasno serviceagreement
inplace.

“1t'sbeen neglected out hereand
that's our company’s fault,” Fran-
zoy said.

Rinehart said the defibrillators
are used for more than just jump-
starting hearts. They’re used on
every runtomonitor patientsjust so
medical technicianscangetanidea
of how apatient isdoing.

Hesaidthethey’ veusedtheunits
threeor four timesinthepast month
for defibrillation, but sometimes

they cango several monthswithout
having to usethe paddles.

Commissioner Ron Evans said
having the equipment in proper
working orderisamatter of lifeand
death and suggested they try the
service agreement for oneyear.

He also wanted to know if they
needed to do anything to cover the
smaller units housed around the
county.

Franzoy said those unitshave an
indicator light that comes on when
thebatteriesarelow, but hesaidthey
aregood for at least five years, un-
likethelarger rechargeable ambu-
lance unitsthat need replacing ev-
ery 18to 24 months.

Hesaidthebatteriesarestill gooo
for about 30 shocksevenif thelow
battery lightison.

National Guard celebrating birthday with parade, other events

By Tisha Cox

Colby Free Press

TheKansasArmy/Air National Guardis
celebratingits150th birthday thisyear and
the Colby National Guard Armory has
plansto cel ebrate thisweekend.

1st Sgt. Manuel Rubio with the Detach-
ment 2-107th Maintenance Company in
Colby saidthefestivitieskick off on Friday
at 2 p.m. withaparadeinhonor of thebirth-
day.

The parade will start at Fike Park in
downtown Colby and end at the armory.

Rubiosaid equipment will befeaturedin

the parade, including aHummer, Bradley
fighting vehicle, M-109 Paladin, which
will al bedriven and an M-1 Abramstank
will behauled onaflatbed downtheparade
route.

After the parade, the equipment will be
on display Friday through Sunday as part
of the 33rd annual KansasNational Guard
enlisted conference at the Comfort Inn.

TheColby highand middleschool bands
will marchinthe parade and several floats
areplanned. Hesaidthe Veteransof Foreign
Warsand Northwest Family Support group
will have floats, and veterans can hitch a

rideontheVFW float.

“Any veteran or former Guardsmen is
welcometorideonthat float,” Rubio said.

Four local former Guardsmenwhowere
original membersof theColby armory were
selected as grand marshals for the event.
They areDon Shull of Oakley, Paul Chase,
Harold Linville and Jack Fromholtz of
Colby.

Rubio said county commissioners Ron
Evans, Paul Steele and Ken Christiansen
will beridinginal957 Cadillaclimodriven
by Charlie Wagner.

Other dignitaries from the National

Guardand soldiersand equipment fromthe
Colby armory will bein the parade al so.

Lt. Col. Greg Salisbury and state com-
mand Sgt. Major Stephen Rodina of the
joint headquarters in Topeka, the senior
enlisted member of both theAir and Army
National Guard, will also bein Colby for
the parade.

Rubio said other eventsfor theweekend
will beafreedanceon Friday at thearmory
at 8 p.m. towhichthe publicisinvited.

On Saturday morning, there will be a
pancake feed from 7:30-10:30 am. at the
armory.

At the Comfort Inn, the equipment will
beondisplay alongwiththeLivingMemo-
rial Museum featuring items from all the
wars the United States has been involved
in. Rubio said hot dogsand soft drinkswill
be served at the displays.

Along with the celebration and enlisted
conference, the family support group will
be holding a workshop starting at 8 a.m.
Saturday at the Holiday Inn Express.

Hesaidtheenlisted conferencewill fea-
ture abanquet on Saturday where the Na-
tional Guardsman and Air National
Guardsman of the Year will be honored.
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Warmer and then colder

Tonight...Increasing clouds. Lowsintheupper 20s. Southwest winds
10to 15 mph. Thursday...Breezy. Partly cloudy. Highsin the lower
60s. Southwest winds 10 to 15 mph increasing to 15 to 25 mphinthe
afternoon. Gusts up to 30 mph in the morning. Thursday
night...Breezy. Mostly cloudy. Scattered sprinkles in the
evening...Then scattered sprinkles and flurries after midnight. Lows
inthelower 30s. West winds 10to 20 mph shifting tothenorth 15t0 25
mph after midnight. Friday...Windy. Partly cloudy inthemorningthen
clearing. Highsin the upper 40s. Northwest winds 20 to 30 mph. Fri-
day night...Partly cloudy. L owsinthelower 20s. Satur day...Increasing
clouds. Highsinthe upper 40s.

Thenumbers

Tuesday’shigh, 52

L ow thismorning, 20

Year ago today, 63 and 22

Recordsfor thisdate, 81in 1908 and 0in 1895

Precipitation past 24 hoursto 8 a.m. today, 0.00

Precipitation for month to date: 0.07

Snowfall for month to date: 1.0 inch

Soil temperature, 42

Thesources:

Theforecast isfrom the National Weather Service, and other num-
bersarefrom the Northwest Research-Extension Center, Colby. A re-
cordedforecast updated throughout theday isavailableby calling (785)
899-7119. Current temperatures are available by calling 460-TEMP.

Council approves $500,000 airport project

By Patty Decker
Free Press Editor

Planstoreconstruct Colby’smu-
nicipal airport apron and taxilanes
weregiventhego-ahead by thecity
council duringitsmeeting Tuesday.

Threebidswerereceived for the
work with APAC Kansas in Hays
being accepted asthe lowest valid
bid at $489,039 for apron and
taxilanes combined.

Separated thebid for aprononly
was $359,026 and $130,039 on
taxilanes.

Thetotal cost for the project is
$502,306 withtheFederal Aviation
Administration paying 95 percent
and thecity paying the other 5 per-
cent, said Carolyn Armstrong, city
manager.

Thus far, the FAA grant of
$295,200 has been received with

thecity’ sportionof $15,537 already
available. Thecityisstill waitingon
the FAA grant for the additional
$181,991 with Colby’sportion be-
ing $9,578.

When adding everything to-
gether, she said, the FAA project
would be$477,191ingrant money
and $25,115 in city money for the
total project amount of just over a
half million dollars.

Citing the engineering and ad-
ministration costs at $101,838, the
total left for constructionwould be
$400,468.

After determiningtheAPAC bid
was the lowest valid bid and ap-
proved, Armstrong then explained
that the FAA construction cost
wouldbe$489,0400r $88,571 over
availablefunding.

“The decision by the council is

whether wecompleteaportion, all,
or none of the project,” she said,
“with another decision being whe-
ther the city proceeds with the ap-
proach work to the private hangars
for the $58,000 to $60,000 or con-
sidersother options.”

Initsdecision, thecouncil chose
togowiththecompleteproject and
consider funding for theadditional
$88,571.

However, the private hangar
projectwill becontingent onsigned
contractswith hangar ownersbased
on earlier decisions that the city
would split that cost 50/50.

Councilman John Bremenkamp
guestioned the high cost for engi-
neering, which Armstrong re-
sponded that the reason stemmed
from the FAA not wanting to go
with partial concrete work. In its

earlier discussions, the FAAwoulo
rather seeall concretework bedone
at the same time and not piece by
piece or patched, thereby prompt-
ing engineers to rework some as-
pects.

Therewasal soextensivesurvey-
ing and other costsinvolved in the
total engineering price.

Theother two bidswerereceiveg
by Sporer Land Development with
atotal basebid of $374,026 (apron)
and $129,078 (taxilanes) for atotal
of $503,104 and Woofter Construc-
tion coming in with a base bid of
$332,453 (apron) and $127,651
(taxilanes) for atotal of $460,104.

Armstrong said that there was &
guestion of validity ontheWoofter
bid since the Disadvantaged Busi-
ness Enterprise forms were not
completed.
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Easter egg hunt Saturday

Theannual KiwanisEaster EggHunt will beheldinColby’s FikePark
on Saturday at 10a.m. Youngsterswill bedividedintothreegroups: ages
3 and under, ages 4-6 and ages 7-9. Organizers are hoping for another
good turnout for this popular annual community event.

Speaker to give two presentations
Dr. Mark Hansen, Colby native, will be speaking twiceat Colby Com-

munity College on Thursday. He will addressthe studentsat 10: am. in
the Cultural Arts Center, and then in the evening at 7:30 hewill address
the public as part of the Dr. Max Pickerill Lecture Series, also in the
Cultural ArtsCenter.

Share delivery Saturday

Delivery for Heartland Shareis Saturday, at10:30 a.m. at Sacred Heart
School gym. Thereareafew sharesleft at $18.50. For questions, call Gene
Griffin, 460-3579.
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